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To our Illinois State Legislators;

We are pleased to present you with Will County’s 2019 State Legislative Agenda. As a new
session of the General Assembly begins we are optimistic about positive changes that can happen
and we want to clearly articulate our priorities to you.
Will County is the fourth largest county in the State of Illinois, and has been one of its fastest
growing in recent years. Our diverse county is comprised of urban, suburban and rural
communities. The growing population of Will County and continued economic development in the
area have created many demands on services and our local governments.
Working together with many stakeholders, we have identified a number of priorities for the county
and are presenting them to you as part of this agenda book. These issues have major impacts on
public safety, county finances and the overall well-being of our residents.
Will County’s priorities include but are not limited to: infrastructure improvements; fiscal policies,
public health concerns, environmental issues and many other issues that impact the suburban
region.
Will County recognizes and appreciates the efforts made by both the Governor and the General
Assembly to provide funding for critical projects, as well as necessary government resources for
counties to successfully care for residents.
Will County welcomes your suggestions on additional ways that we can work together to address
the challenges that all our communities face.
We look forward to working with you as we go forward together.

Sincerely,

Lawrence M. Walsh
Will County Executive

Denise E. Winfrey
Speaker, Will County Board

Will County, Illinois
FY 2019 Legislative Agenda
Purpose:
Will County is the fourth largest county in the State of Illinois and has seen rapid growth for the
past several decades. With this growth comes many challenges in balancing new development
while maintaining a high quality of life for our residents.
This legislative agenda is a result of the partnership between the Will County Board, County
Executive, and other elected officials. The County Board legislative committee and Executive’s
office has worked with local stakeholders to create this document which articulates high level
priorities for the County and touches on specific projects that have a higher level of importance for
our region.
This document is the foundation of our requests, but is not intended to be all inclusive. As the
General Assembly proceeds with the spring session, the Will County Legislative Committee,
County Board leadership, and the County Executive will continue to review developing legislation
and offer opinions on those issues that have more relevance for our communities and residents.

In general, we ask the Governor and all legislators to adhere to the following
principles:
· Oppose unfunded mandates that create hardships for local governments, and fund
programs as mandated by state law
· Oppose legislation that reduces our existing authority
· Oppose legislation that erodes our existing revenue base
· Honor all of the state’s historic financial obligations
· Increase funding for infrastructure that improves economic development
· Support efforts to balance quality of life issues with future developments
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Transportation Infrastructure Project Priorities

Planning-based Priorities
Will County Freight Plan
In 2017, a partnership between IDOT, Will County, the Will County Governmental League,
Will County Center for Economic Development (CED), and other partners launched the Will
County Community Friendly Freight Mobility Plan. This plan identifies and provides
guidance for local freight policies, programs, and investments, while also creating a
mechanism for evaluating and prioritizing freight-related projects, recognizing six key areas:
safety, mobility, preservation enhancement, workforce, economic competitiveness, and
community livability.
The Freight Plan provides recommendations to:
•
•
•
•
•

Improve freight mobility and access
Embrace new trends, such as e-commerce
Grow the local economy and skilled workforce
Enhance the quality of life for local residents
Comply with federal rules to ensure funding eligibility

The County’s freight study is a helpful tool for identifying which projects are most critical to
the region (the study identified 25 tier 1 freight-related projects) based on
criteria such as preservation enhancement, safety, mobility, economic
competitiveness, community sensitivity, and environmental sensitivity.
This information will be helpful to the federal, state, and local
governments who are partnering together to identify quality projects to
fund from the next federal surface transportation reauthorization bill or potential state capital
infrastructure bills.

More information can be found at: www.willcountyfreight.org

Projects
Capital Bill Priorities
With the strong possibility of a state capital bill for road and infrastructure projects, Will
County has positioned itself to make
major infrastructure improvements.
The rapid growth of both our
population and continued economic
development opportunities related to
the freight industry, Will County
communities have been significantly
challenged
to
balance
these
developments with the quality of life.
The following projects will address
some of the most significant
challenges the County encounters due
to a rapidly expanding freight-based
economy while also preparing the
County for future opportunities and
economic growth both at the state
level and nationally:

Major Project Requests
•

•

•

•

•

Interstate 80, Ridge Road to U.S. Route 30 - $1.234 billion
o Near-term Improvements to improve facility condition and safety
o Long-term Improvements to further improve facility condition and safety and
increase capacity
U.S. Route 6 Modernization, I-55 to Hollywood Boulevard - $45.8 million
o The project will add capacity, improve safety and provide alternative
connections for freight carriers accessing I-55
Illinois Route 53 Safety Improvements, N. River Rd. to Doris Ave. - $40 million
o Median, intersection and drainage improvements, multi-use path and sidewalk
for pedestrian safety and retaining wall repairs
Laraway Road Widening and Modernization, Gougar Rd. to Spencer Rd. - $38.6
million
o The project will add a lane in each direction and incorporate intersection and
safety improvements
Eastern Will County Improvements to create East-West connections from Illinois 394 to
Interstate 57

Interstate 80

Request:
Will County supports the programming of additional funds to construct add-lanes on
I-80 from Route 30 to Ridge Road in order to provide safer and more efficient
travel for the public and to accommodate significant truck traffic traveling through the
Midwest.
This is a Tier 1 project in the Will County Community Friendly Freight Mobility Plan,
included in Will Connects 2040 long-range transportation plan and is part of CMAP’s On To
2050 Regional Long-Range Plan.
Interstate 80 is an important link in the nation’s interstate system, connecting California
to New Jersey, and is an important east-west corridor for moving freight across the
country and through Chicago. An important finding in the Will County Freight Study was that
over 63% of goods moved through Will County did not originate here or end here. Thus, the
movement of goods through the County demonstrates the regional and national role that Will
County highways play in the larger economy.
The 16-mile corridor of I-80 through Will County from US Route 30 to Ridge Road
carries over 110,000 vehicles, including up to 30% trucks. Within the 2-lane corridor, there
are eight interchanges, over 40 structures, and four waterway crossings. In the center of the
project is the Des Plaines River Bridges.
Significant population and employment growth in the region and Will County have
contributed to increased travel demand through the corridor. The segment of I-80 through
Will County is the only location in the country to have a reduced 45 mph speed limit and is a
recognized bottleneck for national freight movement.
Since 2002, two rail intermodal terminals have been operating in Will County, attracting new
warehousing and distribution facilities to the area. Container trucks access Will County’s
Inland Port from I-80 at Route 53, an interchange not designed for large trucks and currently a
high accident location. Plans to construct a new bridge over the Des Plaines River directly
connecting the northern end of the Inland Port with the existing Houbolt Road interchange
is moving towards reality as an alternative point of access from I-80. Future projections
show truck traffic volumes growing dramatically on I-80 through Will County in future
years without new east west alternatives, like the proposed Illiana Expressway.
IDOT expects to complete Phase I for the long-term improvements this summer. Funding for
design engineering, right of way acquisition and utility relocations is a priority to move the
segments to construction as quickly as possible. Estimates for the realignment and
replacement of the Des Plaines River Bridges is approximately $300 million. This segment
alone would provide significant safety and operational benefits.

State Senate Districts: 19, 38, 43, 49
State House Districts: 37, 75, 85, 86, 97, 98

U.S. Route 6 Modernization, I-55 to Hollywood Boulevard

Request:
Will County supports the programming of funds needed for design engineering, right
of way acquisition, utility relocation and construction of this critical link in the Will
County transportation system between I-55 and the Houbolt Road bridge extension.
This project scored as a Tier 1 project in the Will County Community Friendly Freight
Mobility Plan. The scope of work includes making geometric improvements and adding lanes
from I-55 to Hollywood Boulevard (Houbolt Bridge). Coupled with the Houbolt Road
Extension project, modernizing Route 6 will assist with the movement of freight though this
area, improve safety for local residents, provide needed connections to I-55 and offer an
alternative route when incidents occur on I-80.
IDOT has indicated that although completed, the Phase I engineering which includes
environmental documentation needs to be updated. They estimate that the update will likely
take 36 months and that they do not have funding available to pursue the update at this point.
To address this critical need, Will County is partnering with the Village of Channahon and City
of Joliet to update the Phase I work.
Funding is needed for design engineering, right of way acquisition, utility relocation and
construction of this critical link in the Will County transportation system.
State Senate Districts: 43
State House Districts: 86

Illinois Route 53 Safety Improvements

Request:
Will County supports the programming of funds needed for intersection improvements with

added
turn
lane
capacity,
operational
improvements,
retaining
wall
improvements/patching and bike/pedestrian accommodations.
Approximately $40
million in funding is needed to complete Phase II (design) engineer, right of way
acquisition, utility relocations and to construct the improvements.
The Will County Community Friendly Freight Mobility Plan identified Illinois Route 53 as a
key area of concern based on CMAP’s index of freight deficiencies that considers factors such
as truck congestion, truck crashes and roadway
condition. In addition, in a public survey conducted as
part of the planning process Route 53 was mentioned
more than any other route or location in Will County
needing improvements.
Recognizing many of the safety issues identified along
Route 53 between North River Road and Doris Ave.
(the I-80 interchange complex is included in the I-80
long-range improvements at IDOT), IDOT began Phase
I engineering on some near-term, low cost
improvements aimed at addressing safety concerns and
congestion and providing maintenance improvements.
They expect to complete Phase I this summer.
Improvements will include intersection improvements with added turn lane capacity,
operational improvements, retaining wall improvements/patching and bike/pedestrian
accommodations.
Approximately $40 million in funding is needed to complete Phase II (design) engineering,
right of way acquisition, utility relocations and to construct the improvements.
State Senate Districts: 43, 40
State Representative Districts: 86, 79

Laraway Rd. Widening and Modernization, Gougar Rd. to Spencer Rd.

Request:
Will County supports the programming of funds needed to complete Phase I
engineering for Laraway Rd. from Calistoga Dr. to Spencer Rd., to complete Phase II
(design engineering) for work between Gougar Rd. and Spencer Rd. along with land
acquisition, utility relocations and construction and for construction of the intersection at
Laraway Rd. and Cedar Rd.

Laraway Road widening scored as a Tier 3 project in the Will County Community Friendly
Freight Mobility Plan and is included in the County’s FY 2019-2024 Transportation
Improvement program. Laraway Rd. was cited as the 4th most mentioned location as needing
improvement in the study’s public survey.
Laraway Rd. is a Will County DOT project that will add needed capacity between Gougar Rd.
and Spencer Rd. The County has completed Phase I for the intersection with Cedar Rd. and the
sections of Laraway Rd. between Nelson Rd. and Cedar Rd. and Gougar Rd. to Nelson Rd.
Phase I for the segment between Calistoga Dr. and Spencer Rd. is on-going.
Total project cost is $38.7 million. Just over $8 million in federal funds have been obtained for
the project to date, leaving a funding need of $30.7 million.
Funding is needed to complete Phase I engineering for Calistoga Dr. to Spencer Rd., to
complete Phase II (design engineering) for work between Gougar Rd. and Spencer Rd. along
with land acquisition, utility relocations and construction and for construction of the
intersection at Laraway Rd. and Cedar Rd.
Additional federal funds will be sought through an application to the U.S. DOT Infrastructure
for Rebuilding America (INFRA) competitive grant program. Local funds not needed for this
project will be reprogrammed to address additional infrastructure priorities in the County.
State Senate Districts: 19
State Representative District: 37

Eastern Will County Improvements

Request:
Will County and the Eastern Will County communities are seeking assistance from the
State of Illinois in improving access along I-57 and in furthering the goal of creating an
east-west road that will connect I-394 and I-57.
The Will County Community Friendly Freight Mobility has identified a freight supercluster in
Eastern Will County around I-57 and University Park and Monee. The Freight study projected
a 40% increase in industrial development by 2026 with the resulting increase in truck and
employee traffic. The study clearly pointed to the need for more east – west connecting routes.
Will County has partnered with the local communities in Eastern Will County – Beecher,
Crete, Monee, Peotone, and University Park to identify needed infrastructure improvements
that will improve the movement of goods and the safety of local residents. With I-394 to the
east and I-57 along the western edge of this region, these communities lack adequate east-west
roads to direct truck movements. Without a solution, this deficiency creates an economic
development obstacle for these communities and further safety concerns.
Will County and these Eastern Will County communities are seeking assistance from the State
of Illinois in improving access along I-57 and in furthering the goal of creating an east-west
road that will connect I-394 and I-57.
Some of the specific improvements identified by Eastern Will County communities include:
• An extension of Crete-Monee Rd. to Illinois 394 with a new intersection at Illinois 394.
• I-57 – Peotone Rd. Interchange reconstruction.
• Monee truck by-pass
• Intersection improvements at Rt. 50 and Peotone Rd
• Addressing Rt. 1 safety issues
Funding is needed to study these improvements and to complete all project phases as
determined.
State Senate Districts: 40, 17
State Representative Districts: 34, 79, 80,

Financial & Budgetary Issues
Local Government Distributive Fund (LGDF)

Request:
Will County opposes any attempts by the state to further reduce our taxpayer’s fair share
of the income tax proceeds. Will County seeks full restoration of the LGDF funds. In
2018, Will County lost $2.4 million due to the diversion of these funds
Monies allocated under the Local Government Distributive Fund (LGDF) are not a state
“grant” but rather a small share of the state income taxes paid by local residents that are
returned to support critical local services. Counties have suffered the same economic
hardships as the state in recent years and have been forced to make difficult choices to pass
balanced budgets and provide critical services.
Will County opposes any attempts by the state to further reduce our taxpayer’s fair share of the
income tax proceeds. Will County seeks full restoration of the LGDF funds. Any reductions
in this long-standing revenue sharing agreement will force counties to diminish basic services
to the residents we all serve, impacting senior citizens, mental health services, non-profit
agencies, and public safety functions. In 2018, Will County lost $2.4 million due to the
diversion of these funds.

Sales Tax Administrative Fee

Request:
Will County supports legislation to reduce, or completely eliminate, this fee to minimize
the burden local taxpayers now pay to disproportionally support IDOR at the expense of
local services. In 2018, this fee cost Will County $490,000.
As part of the State’s efforts to balance previous budgets, the Illinois Department of Revenue
(IDOR) imposed a new 2% administrative fee (surcharge) on the collection of 14 locally
imposed sales taxes prior to the distribution of the tax revenues to local governments. While
there may be a small cost associated with the collection of locally imposed sales taxes, IDOR
already collects state sales taxes. IDOR has not provided any justification for, or evidence to
support, a 2% administrative fee which cost local governments an estimated $60 million in
annual revenue loss. Will County lost $490,000 due to this action.

Probation Funding

Request:
Will County supports legislation for alternative funding mechanisms for probation
services and we urge the General Assembly to fully fund probation services without
diminishing other county revenues. In FY 2019, Will County saw a reduction of 17% or
approximately $811,000 in actual dollars.
Adequate funding for Probation and Detention services throughout the State of
Illinois remains a critical issue. The continuation of the support for Probation and
Detention funding is essential in order to maintain safer communities by insuring
offender accountability. A reduction in funding will only serve to diminish the capability of
Court Services Departments to accomplish the mission of creating safer communities and
insuring offender accountability.”
In the State Fiscal Year 2019 budget, the salary reimbursement provided to counties for
Court Services personnel was significantly reduced. In Will County, the reduction was
approximately 17%, or $811,000 in actual dollars. This reduction in state revenue effects
the salary reimbursement for personnel assigned to Adult and Juvenile Probation, Pretrial
Services, as well as personnel assigned to work at the River Valley Detention Center. The
reduction in State reimbursement in conjunction with a reduction in funding from the
county has resulted in a Probation and Court Services Budget deficit of approximately
$395,000.

911 Surcharge Sweeps

Request:
Will County supports legislation at the state level that requires critical 911 surcharge
funds collected from the 911 surcharge be used exclusively for emergency response
purposes and not be swept or diverted for any other purposes.

The purpose of the 911 surcharge is to raise funds for maintenance and improvement of
emergency systems. Some states, including Illinois, divert a large portion of fees to nonemergency system related programs. There is no law currently that prevents states from doing
this. The Federal Communications Commission estimates that since 2009, $1 billion in
surcharge fees have been diverted by states to other purposes.
Diverting funds means emergency responders do not have the funds to maintain, improve,
repair and respond to key emergency services. Emergency systems are not getting the full funds
they are entitled to under the surcharge, which means the surcharge is more likely to be higher

to help bridge the gap. If the surcharge funds were required to be used for its original purpose,
fee hikes would most likely not be necessary.
In 2018, the 911 Fee Integrity Act was introduced with bipartisan support in Congress. The bill
was designed to prevent states from diverting 911 fees but did not make much progress.

Property Tax Exemptions

Request:
Will County encourages the General Assembly to strongly consider the impacts of
granting new property tax exemptions that pushes more of the tax burden onto the
remaining taxpayers. Will County also supports a comprehensive analysis of all property
tax exemptions and their corresponding impacts.
Property tax exemptions for certain properties by their very nature raise property tax rates and
increase the property tax burden on all other properties. Each legislative session includes bills
proposed to create new or to increase the amount of existing exemptions without completing a
comprehensive analysis of all exemptions and the potential impacts.
Before creating a new, or expanding property tax exemptions, Will County supports a
legislature led effort to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the history of all property tax
exemptions and their corresponding impacts. In addition, Will County is asking that the
General Assembly consider the impact of new or expansion of existing exemptions on other
types of properties.

Public Health Issues
Request:
Will County supports increased funding for County Health department programming.
Specific concern are mental health and behavioral health funding streams.

MAPP Collaborative
Will County makes every effort to provide a healthy quality of life for all its citizens by
assessing the health needs of the community resulting in a Community Health Improvement
Plan. The Community Health Needs Assessment provides the blueprint for the MAPP
Collaborative (Mobilizing for Action through Planning and Partnerships) and its partner
organizations for three years. It assists residents, institutions, and leaders of Will County by
informing them of factors that can improve health, prevent illness, and move towards health
equity. The Will County Health Department serves as the lead agency.

The Health Department has three locations – Joliet, Bolingbrook and its newest clinic in
Monee. The Federally Qualified Health Center is located next door to the Joliet branch along
with the TB clinic. On February 5th we broke ground for the new state of the art Will County
Health Department opening in 2020.
In 2016, the Will County MAPP Collaborative convened to conduct the third iteration of the
MAPP process. MAPP Executive Committee members decided that behavioral health, access
to dental and primary care, and chronic disease would be the top three strategic issues for the
next three years.

Access to Oral and Primary Care
Dental diseases among children can be a barrier to their physical growth, self-esteem, capacity
to socialize, attend and concentrate in school. Recent studies have associated poor oral health
with missed school days and poor school performance. Illinois fee-for-service Medicaid
reimbursements for oral health are the fourth lowest in the Nation for children and last in the
nation for adults. Seventeen out of 102 counties in Illinois have no registered Medicaid Dental
Providers. In Southern Will County, there are 15 dental offices, of which, none accept

Medicaid. Will County has 361 dentists yielding a ratio of population to dentists of 1950:1
compared to 1410:1 for Illinois and 1340:1 nationally.
This year the MAPP Collaborative has launched an effort to help residents find and utilize a
Medical Home as an alternative to ER’s, as well as Quick Care Clinics for medical nonemergencies. Collectively we can reduce non-emergency visits to the ER’s, lower healthcare
costs, and benefit everyone. Consider: Getting care from a medical home decreases the costs of
your care on average by 500% - $18,000,000,000 could be saved per year, if a medical home is
used instead of ER for care.
When you have a medical home, care is higher quality and more accessible; 102,424 adults in
Will County do not have a medical home.
Medical Homes provide care coordination. Reimbursement by Medicaid for this essential
element is critical! Linking this concept with Behavioral Health Services is also essential. As
we evaluate pilot projects for reducing opiate deaths through a Hub and Spoke Model of care
let’s connect these two concepts rather than run parallel and conflicting programs.

Behavioral Health
Hub and Spoke is Vermont’s system of Medication Assisted Treatment, supporting people in
recovery from opioid use disorder. Nine Regional Hubs offer daily support for patients with
complex addictions. At over 75 local Spokes, doctors, nurses, and counselors offer ongoing
opioid use disorder treatment fully integrated with general healthcare and wellness services.
This framework efficiently deploys opioid use disorder expertise and helps expand access to
opioid use disorder treatment. Illinois is piloting this model. In concept it provides coordinated
patient care which results in better outcomes and less costs. However, Vermont is a small state.
We ask that these new innovations acknowledge the size of Illinois and in particular Will
County. Because we have medication assisted providers located in our large cities like Joliet
we do not make the designation as a “rural” county. Even though the Southeast side of Will
County lacks providers we are not able to qualify for grant dollars from the State because of
our mixed geographies. We have successfully increased the number of providers for substance
use disorders but we have not been able to provide services across all of Will County. Lack of
public Transportation also inhibits patients from reaching daily care.
We are pleased to report that our Federally Qualified Health Center is now providing
medication assisted treatment thanks to a federal grant. We are still in need of counselors to
support this program. Our Health Department’s Behavioral Health staff is unable to absorb the
increasing demand for therapy. Improved Medicaid reimbursement and workforce incentives
and grants for care givers would enhance our ability to meet the demands for care in the more
rural areas of our county. Establishing satellite locations like we did in Monee will improve
accessibility in Will County
Over the last 3 years Will County has strengthened our organizational and infrastructural
capacity to reduce the occurrence of opioid use disorder among new and at-risk users, as well
as fatal opioid-related overdoses, through activities such as community and provider education,
and harm reduction measures including the use of overdose reversing naloxone. We have

expanded access to treatment by adding new care providers of medication assisted treatment,
warm handoffs in emergency rooms and a Safe Passage network. These additional services are
helping the uninsured receive treatment almost immediately in order to avoid a fatal overdose.
Our focus has shifted to wrap around services for long term recovery. Governor State
University is preparing Recovery Coaches and we expect to benefit from additional peer
recovery services in our community. We have expanded support groups specifically for opioid
users. Our need remains for recovery homes for individuals not involved in the judicial system
and especially women. We would like to see funds offered for developing this housing. Our
drug court program is a very successful model that we would like to replicate. Additionally,
we are interested in dollars for workforce development. Our goal is to help people start and
stay in recovery and experience a successful life while in recovery.

E-cigarettes
Electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes) are devices, often resembling cigarettes, cigars or pipes,
designed to deliver nicotine or related substances to users in the form of a vapor. Over the last
few years, these products have enjoyed a boom in popularity, thanks largely to marketing
claims that promote them as less hazardous alternatives to combustible cigarettes and tout their
safety, convenience and cost-effectiveness over commercial tobacco products. On December
18, 2018, the Surgeon General declared that e-cigarette use among youth is an epidemic, and
that aggressive steps must be taken to protect our children from nicotine addiction and other
associated health risks caused by e-cigarettes. You have an important role to play in addressing
this public health epidemic. Include e-cigarettes in smoke-free indoor air policies, restrict
young peoples’ access to e-cigarettes in retail settings, licensing retailers, implementing price
policies, and developing educational initiatives targeting young people. Implement strategies to
curb e-cigarette advertising and marketing that are appealing to young people. Implement
strategies to reduce access to flavored tobacco products by young people.
Behavioral health is a term used to include both mental health and substance use disorders.
Mental health disorders are among the most common causes of disability

Suicide
One of our goals for the Mobilizing through Action, Planning and Partnership (MAPP)
Behavioral Health Action team is to address the issue of stigma related to mental health and
substance use disorders. There is a lot of stigma associated with suicide which has a powerful
effect upon a community. Stigma is a shared set of values and negative or unfair beliefs held
within a community. Stigma is reinforced when individuals within this group do not wish to
make their thoughts and feelings known for fear of being alienated or rejected by the
community. The fear of possible rejection and alienation from the community is what compels
individuals to silently suffer with their thoughts and feelings. It is when an individual attempts
to cope with their thoughts and feelings are no longer adequate that they begin to feel hopeless
and helpless as they search for a way to relieve themselves of their emotional pain and some
begin to contemplate suicide. For some people, the idea of bringing up the topic is taboo as
they believe by talking about suicide may cause people to complete a suicide. Without
meaningful dialogue and engagement with information on stigma and mental illness, the
values, beliefs and practices held by a community are not likely to change. What we are trying
to accomplish with our MAPP Behavioral Health Action team is raising awareness of mental

health and substance related disorders to educate the public and combat stigma which creates a
barrier for individuals to accessing care.
Many people have equipped themselves with a basic level of knowledge and skills to intervene
when they see someone in physical distress. Many people have taken CPR and basic first aid
courses and as a result, many lives are saved because people took action. Individuals living in
the community were trained to identify signs of physical distress and to act using a specific
protocol to save a person’s life. Why? Because we know the individual is suffering from an
acute physical condition requiring immediate intervention. These acute physical conditions can
happen to any one of us and a basic intervention of CPR or first aid can be an immediate
intervention which can save a person’s life. It is important to have the community trained to
act to save a life. Over the past 3 years we have successfully trained over 1,000 people to
deliver naloxone to individuals overdosing on opioids. And yet, how many individuals in the
community are card carrying Mental Health First Aiders? How many of individuals are trained
to identify early signs of emotional distress which also can happen to any one of us in the
community? We would like to see all first responders, judges, public defenders, probation
officers and teachers trained in mental health first aid. Legislation requiring this training and
funding to facilitate this training is imperative.
We want members of the public to complete a Mental Health First Aid course. In taking this
course, individuals are informed on issues related to mental illness and substance use to
increase their level of awareness to identify early signs of distress in others and take
appropriate action. We need the public to be more aware to recognize signs of distress and
how to act and engage people and assist them toward an appropriate intervention. As most
acute physical conditions are treated with the appropriate intervention and immediate care, an
individual can recover. These same principles apply to individuals who are experiencing
emotional disturbances, we just need to be willing to engage and act.
Building a stronger, healthier, drug free society today and in the years to come by drastically
reducing the number of Americans losing their lives to drug addiction in today’s crisis, and
preparing now to dominate the drug environment of the future. This will be done by preventing
initiates to drug use, providing treatment services leading to long-term recovery for those
suffering from addiction, and aggressively reducing the availability of illicit drugs in America’s
communities. (National Drug Control Strategy, 2019)

County & Regional Projects
Voting and Elections

Request:
Will County supports legislation that expands voter participation options, strengthens the
integrity and security of the voting process, and allows counties to efficiently deliver voter
services.
Will County government provides election services through our Will County Clerk, as the
election authority. Over the years, numerous changes have occurred as a result of new
mandates and law changes. Will County supports changes that make it easier for residents to
vote in a cost effective manner.
Will County opposes any legislation that makes it more difficult to register to vote, participate
in the voting process, or increases costs without a dedicated funding mechanism.

Clean Construction or Demolition Debris (CCDD) & Uncontaminated Soil Sites

Request:
Will County continues to support legislation that actively pursue efforts both legislatively
and legally that requires Clean Construction or Demolition Debris (CCDD) and
Uncontaminated Soil Sites (USF) operations to conduct ground water testing and
monitoring.
In 2010 the Illinois General Assembly approved legislation that established new requirements
for Clean Construction or Demolition Debris (CCDD) and Uncontaminated Soil Sites (USF).
Public Act 96-1416 required uncontaminated soil used as fill in mines, quarries and other
excavations to be regulated. It also required the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
(IEPA) to propose and submit rules to the Illinois Pollution Control Board (IPCB) that set forth
standards for the use of CCDD and uncontaminated soil as fill material. In addition, the 2010
law required that the standards must include standards that protect groundwater.
The IEPA submitted draft rules to the Board that mandated ground water monitoring at CCDD
and USF operations. After receiving comments and conducting public hearings, the IPCB
ultimately approved the rules submitted by the IEPA but declined to adopt standards requiring
ground water monitoring at CCDD and USF operations. The Board has argued that the “front
end” protections contained in the regulations were adequate to protect groundwater at these
sites. Will County and the Illinois Attorney General disagreed with the Board’s ruling and
joined forces to challenge their ruling in the State Appellate Court and most recently in the
Illinois Supreme Court.
Will County has more CCDD and USF operations than any other county in the State of Illinois.
The County is concerned that the lack of ground water monitoring requirements at such sites
will compromise the safety of the citizens of Will County. Will County will continue to

actively pursue efforts both legislatively and legally that requires CCDD and USF operations to
conduct ground water testing and monitoring.

Off Duty Carry for Sworn County Officers

Request:
Will County continues to support legislation to improve public safety, including our sworn
law enforcement community, by authorizing sworn county correctional officers to carry
firearms off-duty.
The Law Enforcement Officers’ Safety Act (18 USC § 926B) was enacted in 2004 and later amended in
2010 and 2013. This purpose of this federal law was to exempt qualified active and retired law
enforcement officers from any state or local laws which prohibit them from carrying a concealed
weapon “anywhere within the United States”. There are specific standards and training requirements to
determine if a law enforcement officer is “qualified” in this Act.
The current Illinois statute for Unlawful Use of Weapons (720 ILCS 5/24-2) does not provide for this
federally established “substantive right”. Furthermore, in Illinois, a “qualified law enforcement officer”
could be prosecuted criminally for exercising this right. By amending this law, we can bring Illinois into
accordance with the federal law.
Will County supports the intent of the federal law, which began development following the terrorist
attacks on September 11, 2001. That intent was to have as many trained law enforcement personnel as
possible carrying concealed weapons in our communities. Our news cycle often contains school
shootings, threats of terrorism (foreign and domestic), and law enforcement officers being killed. This
proposed legislation could save lives in our state by increasing the chances of having “armed law
enforcement” interlaced in our communities.

Water Supply Planning & Management

Request:
Will County is requesting the state take a more detailed approach to supporting Water
Supply Planning and Management efforts to ensure that communities across our county
have a long term sustainable water supply that supports families and future economic
developments
As a fast growing Will County, our communities face a significant threat due to the lack of a
long term sustainable source of drinking water for many of our residents. Regional planning
efforts have called for better management of the region’s water resources.
The state does not have a dedicated revenue stream for a water supply planning and
management program. With an identified funding source, the state could formalize water
planning within IDNR, support regional planning groups, and dedicate a portion to the further
work being completed by the Illinois State Water Survey.

DuPage River Study
Request:
Will County is seeking state assistance to assist with further mitigation efforts along the
DuPage River which spans many communities in the northwestern and western portions
of Will County. Will and DuPage Counties have partnered on this effort despite the states
failure to fund their share of this study.
The DuPage River and tributaries drain approximately 353 square miles in suburban Cook,
DuPage and Will Counties in Metropolitan Chicago. The study area has experienced rapid
development over the past two decades, and currently includes 40 communities affecting
approximately 4,300,000 people. Major storm events occurred in the basin in 1996, 2008, 2009,
and most recently in April 2013, resulting in significant overbank flooding in over 20
communities and significant damage to residential and non-residential structures and critical
infrastructure and the closure of two major interstate highways (I-80 and I-55) for several days.
Average annual flood damages are currently estimated at $30 million.
CURRENT STATUS:
On July 14, 2015, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District, signed a Feasibility
Cost Share Agreement (FCSA) with the DuPage County Stormwater Management Commission
and Will County Executive Office for a study of flooding issues along the DuPage River. The
signing of the FCSA triggered the start of a feasibility study that will investigate flood risks
within the DuPage River watershed in northeastern Illinois and identify potential solutions to
mitigate those risks.
The study sought to address impacts of flooding to structures, infrastructure and the
transportation system. In addition, there is a high level of concern regarding the health and
safety of residents due to impacts on water and sewage systems from the high river and
groundwater levels. Impacts of groundwater and riverine flooding to this critical infrastructure
will be evaluated to minimize risks to residents’ health and safety.
On July 31, 2018, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District released for public
review the “DuPage River Draft Detailed Project Report and Integrated Environmental
Assessment.” The report is available for review under the “Study Documents” tab.

Pharmaceutical and Sharps Take-Back Program

Request:
Will County supports legislation that require manufacturers of drugs to implement and
fund a statewide take-back program to keep opioids and other potentially hazardous
medications out of the hands of addicts and children.
These drugs do not belong in the garbage or to be flushed down a drain as they have proven
their ability to withstand wastewater treatment at both landfills and municipal systems, causing
harm to fish. Because collection programs also tend to receive needles, it is imperative that a
Pharmaceutical Take-Back Program include Sharps collection, treatment and disposal. It is also

important to recognize that liquid medications and animal medications be included as they pose
the same health risks as pills.

Residential Electronic Recycling Program

Request:
Will County supports legislation that requires manufacturers of consumer electronics to
collect all legacy electronic items to reduce confusion and increase recycling.

Under the new CERA law, Will County and many other counties, as well as consumers, are
facing increased costs for programs that take in less items. Residents do not understand why the
battery backup for their computer is not accepted, nor why cassette players without a CD player
are not accepted. Will County currently pays to recycle these items that were formerly covered
by the original Illinois electronics law.
This law should include a provision that ensures economic development in Illinois but the
recommendations of Counties, which often include existing relationships with local recyclers
employing local citizens have no weight under the current law. Local businesses, some that
have invested millions of dollars on recycling equipment in our state are being cut out of
providing service and instead Illinois funds are going to recyclers out-of-state.

Will County Information
Will County Demographic information here
Workforce Services Information here

