WILL COUNTY LEGISLATIVE & POLICY
COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
302 N. CHICAGO ST.
JOLIET, IL 60432
JUNE 11, 2019
County Board Committee Room

Regular Meeting

I.

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL

II.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

III.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1.

IV.

WC Legislative & Policy Committee - Regular Meeting - May 14, 2019 9:00 AM

MISCELLANEOUS LEGISLATIVE REPORTS
1.

V.

9:00 AM

ISACo Newsletters
(Information)

OLD BUSINESS
1.

State Legislative Update from Curry & Associates
(Jullie Curry and Brent Hassert)

2.

Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming
(Discussion)

VI.

NEW BUSINESS

VII.

PUBLIC COMMENT

VIII.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT / ANNOUNCEMENTS

IX.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

X.

ADJOURNMENT
NEXT MEETING - JULY 9, 2019
FOR INFO RE: ANY STATE BILLS PLEASE REFER TO: www.ilga.gov

Will County, Illinois

Posted: 6/7/2019
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Sandy Ceci
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Beth Adams on behalf of County Board
Monday, June 3, 2019 10:57 AM
County Board
FW: ISACo News and Views Newsletter for June 3, 2019

Will County Board Administrative Office
Beth Adams
Operations Manager
302 N. Chicago St.
Joliet, IL 60432
Ph: 815-740-4716
Fax: 815-740-8395
E-mail: badams@willcountyillinois.com

From: Illinois State Association of Counties [mailto:jmccoy@isacoil.org]
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2019 10:40 AM
To: County Board <CountyBoard@willcountyillinois.com>
Subject: ISACo News and Views Newsletter for June 3, 2019
Bringing Counties Together
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June 3, 2019
To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

ISACo News and Views
This Illinois State Association of Counties (ISACo) weekly News and Views newsletter
highlights the adjournment of the General Assembly, includes information about the
General Assembly-approved SFY2020 state budget, discusses final passage of a
constitutional amendment allowing voters to amend the Illinois Constitution to permit
graduated income tax rates, explains how the recreational cannabis legalization legislation
approved by both chambers will affect counties, discusses passage of the capital
infrastructure package that includes a provision increasing state and local sales tax
collections and invites counties to join ISACo.
Previously published News and Views newsletters are available via this link.
Please visit our website (www.isacoil.org) for additional resources and information.
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General Assembly Adjourns
It was a chaotic finish, but the Illinois General Assembly managed to approve and send
several consequential bills to the Governor over the final days of session.

This News and Views e-newsletter provides an update about some of the more significant
issues addressed during the final days of session.
ISACo is pleased to convey that Illinois counties did well with respect to revenues, which
will be further explained within this edition of the News and Views e-newsletter.
Due to the volume of bills of interest to counties approved by both chambers during the
final days of session, ISACo will not include summaries of each bill in this e-newsletter. A
report containing the multitude of bills of interest to counties that were considered and
approved by both chambers during the spring session will be published in our "Bills
Approved by Both Chambers" report within the coming days.
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SFY2020 Budget Approved
Both the Illinois House and Senate approved a $40 billion budget for State Fiscal Year
(SFY) 2020 prior to adjournment. The votes on each of the budget bills were bipartisan.
The budget bills are as follows:
Revenue Bill
Senate Bill 689 (available via this link) is the revenue component of the SFY2020 state
budget. The bill also includes several pro-business provisions sought by Republicans.
Appropriations Bill
Senate Bill 262 (available via this link) is the budget spending authorization bill. Local
government “pass through” funds (MFT, Use Tax, Video/Casino Gaming, Statewide
Emergency 9-1-1 funds, etc.) are fully funded within the SFY2019 budget, with increases in
some cases (MFT).
Unfortunately, the bill includes approximately $350 million in diversions from Corporate
Personal Property Replacement Tax (CPPRT) revenues that would otherwise be
distributed to local governments. CPPRT diversions have been increasing annually for
several years. The SFY2019 state budget diverted approximately $300 million from
CPPRT.
Budget Implementation Bill
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The General Assembly was scheduled to adjourn the 2019 spring legislative session on
Friday, May 31. With several major issues remaining unresolved, the House convened a
special session day on Saturday, June 1 and the Senate convened on Sunday, June 2. After
concluding their business this weekend, both chambers adjourned until the fall.
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Senate Bill 1814 (available via this link) is the SFY2020 Budget Implementation Bill
(BIMP). Per the BIMP bill, the percentage of state income tax revenues distributed via the
Local Government Distributive Fund (LGDF) to counties and municipalities is being held
at the SFY2019 level.
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General Assembly Approves Income Tax
Constitutional Amendment and Graduated Income Tax Rate
Legislation
Both chambers approved a constitutional amendment (SJRCA 1 - available via this link) that
will place a question on the November 2020 ballot asking voters if the Illinois Constitution
should be amended to allow for graduated income tax rates. The Governor is not required to
approve a proposed constitutional amendment. Proposed amendments automatically go
before the voters following passage by the General Assembly.
If voters approve the proposed constitutional amendment, Illinois' flat tax requirement will
be abolished and graduated income tax rates can be implemented within the Illinois Revenue
Code.
The General Assembly also approved Senate Bill 687. The bill establishes the following
graduated income tax rates:
Joint Filers
4.75% $0-10,000
4.85% $10,001-100,000
4.95% $100,001-250,000
7.75% $250,001-500,000
7.85% $500,001-1,000,000
7.99% $1,000,000+ (includes all income)
Individual Filers
4.75% $0-10,000
4.85% $10,001-100,000
4.95% $100,001-250,000
7.75% $250,001-350,000
7.85% $350,001-750,000
7.99% $750,000+ (includes all income)
Corporate Filers
7% increased to 7.99%
The legislation is estimated to raise approximately $3.5 billion in new revenue
annually.
The House sponsor of the bill, Representative Zalewski (D-Riverside), indicated during floor
debate that, if enacted, the bill would generate an additional $100 million annually to
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Governor Pritzker is expected to sign each of these bills into law. The SFY2020 state
budget would take effect on July 1, 2019.
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counties and municipalities through distributions from the Local Government Distributive
Fund (LGDF). LGDF revenue is distributed on a per capita basis.
The income tax rates within Senate Bill 687 are contingent on voters amending the Illinois
Constitution to allow for graduated rates.

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

Cannabis Legalization Approved by General
Assembly
The General Assembly approved legislation to legalize the sale and use of recreational cannabis. The bill
would allow residents age 21 and older to legally possess 30 grams of cannabis, 5 grams of cannabis
concentrate or 500 milligrams of THC contained in a cannabis-infused product. Nonresidents could
possess 15 grams of cannabis.
House Bill 1438 (available via this link) includes a multitude of key provisions. Of most interest to counties
are the provisions concerning taxation and regulation.
Local Taxation
On and after January 1, 2020:
• Counties would be authorized to impose up to a 0.75% tax for recreational cannabis sales that occur

within municipalities and up to a 3.75% sales tax within unincorporated areas. (*The county taxing
authority for sales within municipalities may be increased to up to 3% should the Governor enact SB
2023 into law - explained below).

• Cook County would be permitted to impose up to a 3% tax on recreational cannabis sales that occur

within municipalities and 3.75% for sales occurring within unincorporated areas.

*On Saturday, June 1, an amendment was filed to Senate Bill 2023 (available via this link) that would
allow ALL counties to impose up to a 3% sales tax on recreational cannabis sold within municipalities.
ISACo supported this amendment. The bill was approved by both chambers. Should the Governor
sign both House Bill 1438 and Senate Bill 2023 into law, all counties will be permitted to impose a sales
tax of up to 3% within municipalities.
In addition to these local sales taxes, counties would continue to receive their traditional share of the
6.25% state sales tax as applied to recreational cannabis sales.
Local Regulation
Local governments not desiring to allow for the sale of recreational cannabis within their jurisdictions may
adopt “opt out” ordinances within one year of the effective date of the statute. After that, local
governments are limited to adopting “opt out” provisions via local referendum.
The bill authorizes local governments to enact reasonable zoning ordinances to regulate cannabis
establishments.
Other key provisions....
Revenue and Spending
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Governor Pritzker is expected to sign Senate Bill 687 into law.
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Proponents estimate that sales from recreational cannabis will generate $57 million in the SFY2020 state
budget and $140 million next year. One estimate suggests the revenue raised will eventually reach $500
million a year.
Of the state tax revenue generated, 35% would go to the state General Fund, 25% for community
reinvestment, 20% for mental health and substance abuse treatment, 10% for the state’s unpaid bills, 8%
for law enforcement training grants and 2% for public drug education.

The bill would establish a process for the expungement of convictions associated with the production or
possession of no more than 30 grams of cannabis as long as the convictions did not involve a violent
crime. The expungement process would involve the Governor, state police and local state's attorneys.
State's attorneys and individuals would be permitted to request that a court vacate convictions involving
up to 500 grams of cannabis.
Homegrow
Unlike a previous version of the bill, the homegrow provision would be limited to individuals permitted to
use cannabis for medicinal purposes. The bill would allow an eligible person to grow no more than five
plants.
Employment
Employers would be permitted to maintain a "zero tolerance" policy for cannabis in the workplace.
Governor Pritzker is expected to sign the recreational cannabis legalization into law.
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Capital Infrastructure Plan Approved
The General Assembly approved a $45.6 billion capital infrastructure package for both horizontal and
vertical construction projects. This is the first significant Illinois capital infrastructure plan in nine years.
Bonding Authority
House Bill 142 (available via this link) would create the Rebuild Illinois Capital Financing Program of
2019. This is the bonding piece of the capital plan. It also includes $1.2 billion to partially offset the state's
backlog of unpaid bills to vendors.
Vertical Infrastructure/Gaming Expansion
Senate Bill 690 (available via this link) includes revenue for vertical infrastructure. It includes
authorization for six more casinos (Chicago, Waukegan, southern Cook County, Rockford, Danville and
near Marion), legalized sports betting, higher taxes on video gaming and an expansion of video gaming, a
tax hike on cigarettes and vaping and a new tax on parking garages. The revenue generated will fund
projects such as universities, state buildings, prisons, etc.
Additional Sales Tax Revenue for Local Governments
Senate Bill 690 also includes a provision intended to generate additional sales tax revenue for the state
and local governments. The provision, put forward by the Illinois Retail Merchants Association (IRMA)
with the support and partnership of ISACo, is known as the “Leveling the Playing Field for Illinois Retail
Law." Some of the provisions for the "Leveling the Playing Field for Illinois Retail Law" are also found
within Senate Bill 689.
This provision allowing for online sales tax collections from out-of-state retailers will generate additional
revenues for the state and local governments from the Use Tax beginning on January 1, 2020. Raising
5
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additional revenues for the state and local governments by requiring collection of locally-imposed Retail
Occupation Taxes (ROT) will begin on July 1, 2020.
IRMA estimates that the "Leveling the Playing Field for Illinois Retail Law" could generate $460 million in
additional annual sales tax revenue. The state could raise $368 million annually and local governments
could receive $92 million annually. Locally-imposed sales taxes would generate additional revenue for
local government on top of these estimated amounts.
Transportation Infrastructure

The bill also includes an increase to local MFT taxing authority for DuPage, Kane and McHenry counties
and adds Lake and Will counties to those counties permitted to impose a local MFT. These counties would
be permitted to impose an MFT tax not to exceed 8 cents per gallon.
Capital Appropriations
House Bill 62 (available via this link) is the capital appropriations (spending) bill.
Governor Pritzker is expected to sign each of these bills into law.

The Key to ISACo's Success is YOU!
Is your county a member of ISACo? If not, why not?
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ISACo is a statewide association whose mission is to empower county
officials to provide excellent service to their residents.
ISACo member counties are comprised of forward-thinking public servants who recognize that the
challenges confronting county governments require new and innovative ideas, collaborative solutions and
collective advocacy at the state and federal levels of government.
Members of the association will benefit from education and training opportunities, peer-to-peer
networking, shared resources and robust representation before policymakers at various levels of
government. ISACo creates and connects county officials to these opportunities and successfully equips
them to make counties ideal places to live, work and play.
If your county is interested in discussing membership in ISACo, please contact Executive Director Joe
McCoy at (217) 679-3368 or jmccoy@isacoil.org. Thank you for your consideration.

News and Views is a service provided by ISACo for county officials and staff. Please feel welcome to
share with interested parties. You can contact ISACo Executive Director Joe McCoy at
jmccoy@isacoil.org or (217) 679-3368 if we can be of service. Thank you for your support of ISACo.

Illinois State Association of Counties | 828 South Second Street, Suite 102, Springfield, IL
62704
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Senate Bill 1939 (available via this link) would provide investments in Illinois' roads, bridges and transit.
This includes money for local projects. Among other provisions, the bill increases the Motor Fuel Tax
(MFT) to 38 cents per gallon (currently 19 cents). This provision would become effective on July 1, 2019,
and would increase the MFT by the Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) beginning each subsequent July 1.
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Unsubscribe countyboard@willcountyillinois.com
Update Profile | About our service provider
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Sent by jmccoy@isacoil.org
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Beth Adams on behalf of County Board
Tuesday, May 28, 2019 9:08 AM
County Board
FW: ISACo News and Views Newsletter for May 24, 2019

Categories:

Legisiative

Beth
Will County Board Administrative Office
Beth Adams
Operations Manager
302 N. Chicago St.
Joliet, IL 60432
Ph: 815-740-4716
Fax: 815-740-8395
E-mail: badams@willcountyillinois.com

From: Illinois State Association of Counties [mailto:jmccoy@isacoil.org]
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 4:15 PM
To: County Board <CountyBoard@willcountyillinois.com>
Subject: ISACo News and Views Newsletter for May 24, 2019
Bringing Counties Together
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ISACo News and Views
This Illinois State Association of Counties (ISACo) weekly News and Views newsletter
highlights the General Assembly schedule ahead of the May 31 spring session adjournment
date, provides an update on the status of income tax legislation, offers information about a
training opportunity concerning the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA),
introduces a new corporate partner, includes bills of interest to counties that advanced
during the week, looks at key upcoming dates on the legislative calendar and invites
counties to join ISACo.
Previously published News and Views newsletters are available via this link.
Please visit our website (www.isacoil.org) for additional resources and information.
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General Assembly Session Schedule

Any substantive actions of interest to counties between weekly News and Views
publications will be covered on ISACo's website and social media feeds. Please follow our
feeds to keep up with the latest information.
Click here to visit our Facebook page.
Click here to visit our Twitter feed.
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Income Tax Legislation Advances
in House
On Monday, May 20, the House Revenue and Finance Committee approved a
constitutional amendment that, if approved by the full House, would place a question on
the November 2020 ballot asking voters if the Illinois Constitution should be amended to
allow for graduated income tax rates.
The legislation, Senate Joint Resolution Constitutional Amendment (SJRCA) 1 (available
via this link) was previously approved by the Senate. The measure is sponsored in the
House by Representative Martwick (D-Norridge). The proposed constitutional
amendment was approved in committee on a party-line vote and requires 71 votes to pass
the House.
On Friday, May 24, the House Revenue and Finance Committee approved SB 687
(Representative Zalewski, D-Riverside). The bill (available via this link) proposes
graduated income tax rates and was written about previously in our May 3 News and
Views e-newsletter (linked here).
The income tax rates within the bill would be contingent on voters amending the Illinois
Constitution to allow for graduated rates. The bill was already approved by the Senate and
awaits consideration by the full House.
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Local Officials

IGFOA Offering GATA Training for
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The Illinois House was scheduled to convene every day from May 20 through the end of
the month, but cancelled session for Saturday, May 25. The House will resume session on
Sunday, May 26. The Senate was not scheduled to convene this weekend, but will return
on Monday, May 27.

4.1.b

The Illinois Government Finance Officers Association (IGFOA) is offering four half-day
interactive workshops where attendees can learn the process and procedures associated with
the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA).
The purpose of GATA (30 ILCS 708/1) is to provide for the development of a coordinated,
non-redundant process for the provision of effective and efficient oversight of the selection
and monitoring of grant recipients, ensuring quality programs, limiting fraud, waste and
abuse, and defining the purpose, scope, applicability and responsibilities in the life cycle of a
grant.

•Register for MAY 29 Morning Session - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
•Register for MAY 29 Afternoon Session - 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
•Register for JULY 23 Morning Session - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
•Register for JULY 23 Afternoon Session - 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
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ISACo Welcomes New Corporate Partner
ISACo is pleased to announce that Wight & Company will be partnering with us through our Corporate
Partner Program.
More information about the services provided by Wight & Company is available via this link.
Click on this link to learn more about the benefits and opportunities available through ISACo's Corporate
Partner Program.
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Legislation Advanced This Week
The following bills of interest to counties were advanced during the week of May 20-24.
Bill Approved by the House
Probate Act - Adult Guardianship (Senator Tracy, R-Quincy/Representative Costa Howard,
D-Lombard)
Senate Bill 1518 (available via this link) would amend the Probate Act of 1975 to provide that the court may
appoint separate individuals or entities or co-guardians to act as the guardian of the person and the
guardian of the estate of a person with a disability under certain circumstances. Provides that a guardian is
entitled to reasonable and appropriate fees, if certain conditions are met. Provides that fees awarded to a
guardian shall be considered as a first-class claim for administrative expenses and paid from the
guardianship estate from the decedent's estate. Adds procedures regarding the succession of a new Public
Guardian. Amends the Illinois Power of Attorney Act. Provides that if an agent seeks guardianship of the
principal, the petition for guardianship must delineate the specific powers to be granted to the guardian
3
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Interested persons can register for one of the seminar opportunities via the links below:
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that are not already included in the power of attorney. The bill was approved by the House and must
return to the Senate for consideration.
Bills Approved by the Senate

Motor Fuel Tax - IEPA - Emissions (Representative Davis, D-East Hazel Crest/Senator
Steans, D-Chicago)
House Bill 2943 (available via this link) would amend the Motor Fuel Tax Law to provide that on and after
July 1, 2019, the costs of the Environmental Protection Agency for the administration of the Vehicle
Emissions Inspection Law of 2005 are to be paid from the Motor Fuel Tax Fund. It is ISACo's
understanding that the bill will not alter current practice. This bill was approved by the Senate and must
return to the House for consideration.
Property Assessed Clean Energy Act (Representative Manley, D-Romeoville/Senator Bush,
D-Grayslake)
House Bill 3501 (available via this link) would amend the Property Assessed Clean Energy Act. The bill
expands and changes the financing or refinancing that a governmental unit or the Illinois Finance
Authority may use for assessment contracts. Provides that a governmental unit or the Authority may sale
and assign assessment contracts without competitive bidding or the solicitation of requests for proposals
or requests for qualifications. Changes elements required in an ordinance or resolution establishing a
property assessed clean energy program. Changes elements required to be included in a property assessed
clean energy program report. Changes requirements of assessment contracts in a program. Provides that
assessments under the program may be included in property tax bills and establishes procedures for
billing and collection of assessments. Modifies how PACE bonds are issued and paid, including that the
State will not limit or alter the rights and powers vested in governmental units by this Act or in the
Authority in accordance with this Act. Provides that the provisions of the Act are intended to be
supplemental and in addition to all other powers or authorities granted to any governmental unit, shall be
construed liberally, and shall not be construed as a limitation of any power or authority otherwise granted.
Requires PACE bonds to contain a recital. Validates all actions and bonds issued prior to the effective date
of the amendatory Act. Repeals provisions on joint property assessed clean energy programs. Makes other
changes. This bill was approved by the Senate and must return to the House for consideration.
Bills Approved By Both Chambers
Hospitals - Surrogacy Contracts (Representative Stava-Murray, D-Downers Grove/Senator
T. Cullerton, D-Villa Park)
House Bill 3531 (available via this link) would amend the Hospital Licensing Act to provide that if a
hospital has a gestational surrogacy contract on file for a gestational surrogate or has otherwise received
the gestational surrogacy contract from a gestational surrogate, the hospital may not deny an intended
parent entry into the delivery room where the gestational surrogate is being induced or in labor. Provides
exceptions if: medical personnel determine that the gestational surrogate's life or health could be
jeopardized; the gestational surrogacy contract prohibits an intended parent from being present; or
medical personnel determine there is other good cause to prohibit an intended parent from being present,
including, but not limited to, if the intended parent is causing a disturbance or other security concerns.
This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the Governor.
Equitable Restroom - Baby Change (Representative Ramirez, D-Chicago/Senator
Villivalam, D-Chicago)
House Bill 3711 (available via this link) would amend the Equitable Restrooms Act to require every public
building with restrooms open and accessible to the public to have at least one safe, sanitary, convenient,
and publicly accessible baby diaper changing station that is accessible to women entering a restroom
provided for use by women and one that is accessible to men entering a restroom provided for use by men,
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Open Meetings Act - Exceptions (Representative Welch, D-Westchester/Senator Bush, DGrayslake)
House Bill 2124 (available via this link) would amend the Open Meetings Act to provide that a public body
may hold a closed meeting to consider the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline,
performance, or dismissal of specific employees, specific independent contractors, or specific volunteers
(currently, only specific employees) of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including
hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee, independent contractor, or volunteer of the
public body or against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity. This bill was approved by
the Senate and must return to the House for consideration. ISACo Supports

4.1.b

Cook County Board President - Vacancy (President J. Cullerton, D-Chicago/Representative
Harris, D-Chicago)
Senate Bill 72 (available via this link) would amend the Election Code to provide that, if a vacancy in the
office of President of the Cook County Board occurs on or after the first day for the filing of nomination
papers, then nominations for the office of President of the Cook County Board are to be made by the
county central committee of each established political party. Amends the Counties Code. Provides that, in
the event of a vacancy in the office of president of the county board of commissioners, the members of the
county board of commissioners shall elect one of their number to serve as president of the county board of
commissioners until the next special or regular election for the office of president of the county board of
commissioners. Provides that, if more than 28 months remain in the unexpired term, then a special
election shall be held. Provides that, if 28 months or less remain in the unexpired term, the appointed
president of the county board of commissioners shall serve until the next regular election. This bill was
approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the Governor.
Equitable Restrooms - All Gender (Senator Bush, D-Grayslake/Representative Yingling, DRound Lake Beach)
Senate Bill 556 (available via this link) would amend the Equitable Restrooms Act to provide that every
single-occupancy restroom in a place of public accommodation or public building shall be identified as allgender and designated for use by no more than one person at a time or for family or assisted use. Provides
that "place of public accommodation" has the meaning provided in the Illinois Human Rights Act.
Provides that each single-occupancy restroom shall be outfitted with exterior signage that marks the
single-occupancy restroom as a restroom that does not indicate any specific gender. Provides that these
provisions apply to any existing or future places of public accommodation or public buildings. Provides
that during an inspection of a place of public accommodation or public building by a health officer or
health inspector, the health officer or health inspector may inspect the place of accommodation or public
building to determine whether it complies. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be
considered by the Governor.
County - Remove Imminent Hazard (Senator Bush, D-Grayslake/Representative Yingling,
D-Round Lake Beach)
Senate Bill 1114 (available via this link) would amend the Counties Code to provide that if a county finds
that an imminent hazard to the public health or safety exists arising from an unfit condition which
requires immediate action to protect the public health or safety, it may bring an action, without bond, for
immediate injunctive relief, including causing the removal of unhealthy or unsafe accumulations or
concentrations of the following: garbage; organic materials in an active state of decomposition, including,
but not limited to, carcasses, food waste, or other spoiled or rotting materials; human or animal waste;
debris; or other hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials from a structure or property.
Provides that a county may file a notice of lien for the cost and expense of actions taken. Requires the
county to file with the circuit court a petition for an order authorizing the abatement of the condition that
is causing the threat to health or safety, including provisions concerning notice and hearing regarding the
petition. Limits the provisions to residential property of 1 acre or less. This bill was approved by both
chambers and will next be considered by the Governor. ISACo Supports
Juries - Unlawful Discrimination (Senator Hutchinson, D-Chicago Heights/Representative
Didech, D-Buffalo Grove)
Senate Bill 1378 (available via this link) would amend the Jury Act to provide that except as otherwise
specifically provided by statute, no person who is qualified and able to serve as a juror may be excluded
from jury service in any court of this State on the basis of, among other things, sexual orientation. This bill
was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the Governor.
Counties - Adult Entertainment (Senator Curran, R-Woodridge/Representative Wehrli, RNaperville)
Senate Bill 1580 (available via this link) would amend the Counties Code to provide that a non-home rule
county with a population of at least 900,000 may adopt an ordinance with reasonable regulations
concerning the operation of an adult entertainment facility in unincorporated areas of the county that
involves exposure of specified anatomical areas or performance of specified sexual activities by a person
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or at least one such baby diaper changing station that is accessible to both men and women. Requires a
public restroom that is open and accessible to the public and includes a baby diaper changing station to
include signage at or near the entrance to the baby changing station indicating the location of the baby
diaper changing station. Provides that the requirements are not enforceable by a private right of action.
This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the Governor.

4.1.b

Contractor Prompt Payment Retainage (Senator Mulroe, D-Chicago/Representative
Arroyo, D-Chicago)
Senate Bill 1636 (available via this link) would amend the Contractor Prompt Payment Act to provide that
a retainage of 10% of the payment may be withheld from a payment under a construction contract prior to
the completion of 50% of the contract. Provides that after 50% of the contract is completed, the amount of
retainage for any subsequent payment may not exceed 5%. This bill was approved by both chambers and
will next be considered by the Governor.
Downstate Forest Preserve District Act (Senator T. Cullerton, D-Villa Park/Representative
Villa, D-Batavia)
Senate Bill 1651 (available via this link) would amend the Downstate Forest Preserve District Act to
expand the authority of a forest preserve district to grant licenses, easements, and rights-of-way for
construction, operation, and maintenance upon, under, or across any property of the district to include
facilities for renewable energy. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the
Governor.
Government Records - Social Networking (Senator Stadelman, D-Rockford/Representative
West, D-Rockford)
Senate Bill 1699 (available via this link) would amend the Freedom of Information Act to prohibit, with
exceptions, a law enforcement agency from publishing booking photographs on its social networking
website (instead of its social media website). Provides that "social networking website" has the meaning
provided in the Right to Privacy in the Workplace Act. Adds the same restrictions to the State Records Act.
This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the Governor.
FOIA - Public Body Credit Cards (Senator Koehler, D-Peoria/Representative Burke, DEvergreen Park)
Senate Bill 1712 (available via this link) would amend the Freedom of Information Act to exempt from
disclosure a public body's credit card numbers, debit card numbers, bank account numbers, Federal
Employer Identification Number, security code numbers, passwords, and similar account information, the
disclosure of which could result in identity theft or impression or defrauding of a governmental entity or a
person. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the Governor.
Local Government Auditing Standards (Senator Righter, R-Mattoon/Representative
DeLuca, D-Chicago Heights)
Senate Bill 1806 (available via this link) would amend the Governmental Account Audit Act, the Counties
Code, and the Illinois Municipal Code to remove definitions of "licensed public accountant" and
"accountant." Modifies the definition of "auditor" to also include a substantially-equivalent licensed CPA
that operates out-of-state. Replaces references to licensed public accountants and accountants with
references to auditors. Adds the "generally accepted auditing standards" definition to the Audit Division of
the Counties Code. Adds a definition of "generally accepted accounting principles" to all definition
provisions. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the Governor.
Health Care Worker Background Check Act (Senator Sims, D-Chicago/Representative
Slaughter, D-Chicago)
Senate Bill 1965 (available via this link) would amend the Health Care Worker Background Check Act to
provide that workforce intermediaries and organizations providing pro bono legal services may initiate a
fingerprint-based criminal history record check if a conditional offer of employment has not been made
and a background check has not been previously conducted for an individual who has a disqualifying
conviction and is receiving services from a workforce, intermediary or an organization providing pro bono
legal services. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the Governor.
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within the business' premises or that offers or provides sexually oriented entertainment services or
activities. Provides if the county has established a licensing program as part of its regulation of adult
entertainment facilities, the findings, decision, and orders of the licensing official or licensing body is
subject to review in the Circuit Court of the county and that the Administrative Review Law apply to and
govern the judicial review. Allows a code hearing unit of non-home rule counties with a population of at
least 900,000 to enforce and prosecute violations of the adult entertainment facilities ordinance through
its administrative adjudication program. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be
considered by the Governor. ISACo Supports
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Looking Ahead...
The deadline to move House bills out of the Senate and Senate bills out of the House is May 24 (today).
Both chambers are scheduled to adjourn on May 31.

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

Is your county a member of ISACo? If not, why not?

ISACo is a statewide association whose mission is to empower county
officials to provide excellent service to their residents.
ISACo member counties are comprised of forward-thinking public servants who recognize that the
challenges confronting county governments require new and innovative ideas, collaborative solutions and
collective advocacy at the state and federal levels of government.
Members of the association will benefit from education and training opportunities, peer-to-peer
networking, shared resources and robust representation before policymakers at various levels of
government. ISACo creates and connects county officials to these opportunities and successfully equips
them to make counties ideal places to live, work and play.
If your county is interested in discussing membership in ISACo, please contact Executive Director Joe
McCoy at (217) 679-3368 or jmccoy@isacoil.org. Thank you for your consideration.

News and Views is a service provided by ISACo for county officials and staff. Please feel welcome to
share with interested parties. You can contact ISACo Executive Director Joe McCoy at
jmccoy@isacoil.org or (217) 679-3368 if we can be of service. Thank you for your support of ISACo.

Illinois State Association of Counties | 828 South Second Street, Suite 102, Springfield, IL
62704
Unsubscribe countyboard@willcountyillinois.com
Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by jmccoy@isacoil.org
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Illinois State Association of Counties
County Board
ISACo News and Views Newsletter for May 17, 2019
Friday, May 17, 2019 4:16:00 PM

ISACo News and Views
This Illinois State Association of Counties (ISACo) weekly News and Views newsletter
discusses issues that remain unresolved ahead of the scheduled May 31 spring session
adjournment date, reports on a meeting of ISACo's Large County Board Caucus (LCBC),
provides an update on ISACo's efforts to prevent pending IMRF employer contribution
increases, offers a "save the date" for a White House visit opportunity for county officials,
announces the launch of ISACo's Corporate Partner Program, includes bills of interest to
counties that advanced during the week, provides links to ISACo's social media platforms,
looks at key upcoming dates on the legislative calendar and invites counties to join ISACo.
Previously published News and Views newsletters are available via this link.
Please visit our website (www.isacoil.org) for additional resources and information.

Scheduled Adjournment Rapidly
Approaching - Unfinished Business
Remains
The scheduled adjournment date for the 2019 spring legislative
session is two weeks away and significant legislative work has yet
to be accomplished.
First and foremost, the General Assembly must approve a State
Fiscal Year (SFY) 2020 budget. At this time there is no reason to believe a budget will not
be approved by the end of May.
Other major issues appear more problematic. Legislators and the Governor have not yet
reached agreement on capital infrastructure, gaming expansion and sports betting.
Legislation to legalize recreational cannabis has been introduced, but uncertainty
surrounds whether there are sufficient votes for passage through both chambers.
It was announced on Friday that legislators have been briefed on Governor Pritzker's
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preliminary capital infrastructure plan. The draft proposes a six-year, $41.5 billion plan.
Additional information will be provided when available.

When the General Assembly returns to Springfield on Monday, May 20, both chambers
are scheduled to remain in session every day through the May 31 adjournment deadline.
There's still time to address some of the more substantial issues that remain, but in the
words of the incomparable Yogi Berra, it gets late early around here.

ISACo Holds Large County Board Caucus
Meeting
ISACo's bylaws provide for the formation of three different
caucuses based upon geography and/or population. These
caucuses include the Cook and Collar County Caucus (CCCC),
the Large County Board Caucus (LCBC) and the Rural Action
Caucus (RAC). Each caucus operates under the ISACo
umbrella and provides action forums where counties of
similar size and interests work together to identify and solve
common problems.
In addition to providing platforms to address county issues, the ISACo caucus system was
created to answer the following question: What happens when there is a significant
disagreement among ISACo members on how to approach a legislative or policy issue?
When confronting such a disagreement, ISACo will not take an official position on the
issue in question. Rather, each of the three caucuses are authorized to act independently
and take whatever position their caucus chooses following a vote in accordance with its
own bylaws. A caucus can then instruct its caucus lobbyist to advocate for that position
before the General Assembly and Governor.
Large County Board Caucus Meeting
The inaugural meeting of the LCBC was held on Friday, May 10, 2019, in Kane County.
Membership in the LCBC is available to ISACo member counties with populations of
100,000 or more residents. The meeting was organized by Tazewell County Board
Chairman (and ISACo Board Member) David Zimmerman. Meeting participants reviewed
and offered amendments to proposed bylaws and elected Lake County Board Chairwoman
Sandy Hart as the first chair of the LCBC. Selection of a vice chair was deferred until a
future meeting.
Following this basic organizational work, LCBC participants discussed transportation
infrastructure funding legislation, county taxation and regulatory authority under the
recently introduced legislation to legalize recreational cannabis and how proposed
graduated income tax legislation would impact state revenues shared with counties. The
caucus also discussed the expected rise in employer contribution payments resulting from
a decision by the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) Board of Trustees to reduce
the Fund's assumed investment return.
While discussing the above issues, LCBC members identified agreed-upon policy outcomes
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A proposed constitutional amendment allowing for graduated income tax rates passed the
Senate but awaits consideration in the House, along with bills to actually establish the
graduated income tax rates and provide tax relief. While these tax measures do not need to
be approved this year, they are nonetheless major issues that await further action by the
General Assembly.
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that the caucus could support.
If your county is interested in becoming involved within ISACo's governance and policy
decision making structure, please contact Executive Director Joe McCoy at
jmccoy@isacoil.org or at 217/679-3368.

On Friday, May 17, ISACo staff joined a group of county
officials at a meeting of the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund
(IMRF) Board of Trustees.
At issue is a prior decision by the IMRF Board to reduce the
Fund’s assumed investment return rate from 7.5% to 7.25%.
This change will result in an increase in required employer
contributions to IMRF. The ability to keep millions of dollars
available for county operational expenses is at stake.
Of particular relevance is that IMRF is over 90% funded. Considering IMRF’s already
strong financial condition, many county leaders object to sending additional local tax
dollars to the Fund when these tax dollars are needed for other local purposes.
During Friday's IMRF Board meeting, Kane County Chairman Chris Lauzen (pictured)
delivered a presentation making the case against the reduction to the investment rate
assumption and urging the IMRF Board to reverse its decision. Other county officials who
spoke in support of this position included Kendall County Board Chairman Scott Gryder,
DeKalb County Board Chairman Mark Pietrowski and Will County Board Member Mimi
Cowan.
The IMRF Board was not scheduled to take any action on the annual investment return
assumption during this particular meeting. ISACo will provide further updates on the
issue when new information becomes available.
ISACo thanks each of these county officials for providing leadership in an effort to keep
more tax dollars available for local needs. We also extend appreciation to the IMRF Board
and staff for the opportunity to express our concerns.
ISACo previously reported about this issue in the March 29, 2019, News and Views enewsletter (available via this link).
A March 18, 2019, letter from Executive Director Joe McCoy to IMRF Executive Director
Brian Collins is available via this link.

White House County Day
Newly-elected Illinois county officials are invited to
attend a White House County Day tentatively scheduled
for Tuesday, August 20, 2019, in Washington, DC. The
event will offer opportunities to interact with, and
receive briefings from, White House officials on federal
issues important to counties.
This is intended as a preliminary notification of the event
so interested county officials can mark the date on their
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calendars. ISACo will make additional details available
once they are released. If you are interested in participating in the event, please contact
Executive Director Joe McCoy at jmccoy@isacoil.org or at 217/679-3368.

ISACo Launches Corporate Partner
Program
ISACo is pleased to announce the creation of our
Corporate Partner Program.
ISACo's Corporate Partner program was established to
provide a forum for companies and organizations to build
relationships with county officials while supporting the
important work of ISACo.


The program offers five options for corporations and organizations to become associate
members of ISACo while receiving benefits for this status.
Additional information about the program is available via this link.

Legislation Advanced This Week
The following bills of interest to counties were advanced
during the week of May 13-17.
Bills Approved by Senate Committees
Hospital Report Card Act (Representative Flowers,
D-Chicago/Senator Collins, D-Chicago)
House Bill 3 (available via this link) would amend the
Hospital Report Card Act to require that each hospital
include in its quarterly report instances of preterm infants, infant mortality, and maternal
mortality. Requires the reporting of racial and ethnic information of the infants' mothers,
along with the disparity of occurrences across different racial and ethnic groups. The bill
was approved by the Senate Public Health Committee.
Nursing Home - Offset Fines (Representative Unes, R-Pekin/Senator Steans,
D-Chicago)
House Bill 3035 (available via this link) would amend the Nursing Home Care Act to
provide that if a licensee has a civil monetary penalty imposed (rather than having paid a
civil monetary penalty that has been imposed) pursuant to the Medicare and Medicaid
Certification Program for the equivalent federal violation giving rise to a fine under
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Revenue - Plastic Bags (Senator Link, D-Gurnee)
Senate Bill 1240 (available via this link) as introduced would create the Checkout Bag Tax
Act to impose a tax of $0.07 on each checkout bag used by a customer at a retail
establishment in the State. The bill provides that proceeds from the tax shall be distributed
as follows: (1) the retailer shall retain $0.02 per bag; (2) the wholesaler shall retain $0.02
per bag; and (3) $0.03 per bag shall be deposited into the Checkout Bag Tax Fund.
Amends the State Finance Act to create the Checkout Bag Tax Fund. Provides that moneys
in the Fund shall be remitted to counties and municipal joint action agencies. Amends the
Counties Code and the Illinois Municipal Code to preempt certain actions by counties and
municipalities concerning auxiliary containers or checkout bags. The bill was approved by
the Senate Assignments Committee and sent to the Senate Floor. Amendments have been
filed for the bill but not yet adopted on the Senate Floor.
Bills Approved by House Committees
County Recorder - Expired Liens (Senator Castro, D-Elgin/Representative
Costa Howard, D-Lombard)
Senate Bill 62 (available via this link) would amend the Recorder Division of the Counties
Code to modify how a county recorder determines if a lien is an expired lien under a
county's demand and referral program by providing that a lien is expired if a suit to
enforce the lien has not been commenced or a counterclaim has not been filed by the
lienholder within 2 years after the completion date of the contract as specified in the
recorded mechanics lien. Provides that the 2-year period shall be increased to the extent
that an automatic stay under specified provisions of the United States Bankruptcy Code
stays a suit or counterclaim to foreclose the lien or, if a work completion date is not
specified in the recorded lien, then the work completion date is the date of recording of the
mechanics lien. The bill was approved by the House Executive Committee.
Contract Prompt Pay Retainage (Senator Mulroe, D-Chicago/Representative
Arroyo, D-Chicago)
Senate Bill 1636 (available via this link) would amend the Contractor Prompt Payment Act
to provide that a retainage of 10% of the payment may be withheld from a payment under
a construction contract prior to the completion of 50% of the contract. Provides that after
50% of the contract is completed, the amount of retainage for any subsequent payment
may not exceed 5%. The bill was approved by the House Executive Committee.
Bill Approved by the Senate
Human Rights - Employer - Definition (Representative Guzzardi, DChicago/Senator Castro, D-Elgin)
House Bill 252 (available via this link) would amend the Illinois Human Rights Act to
provide that "employer" includes any person employing one (instead of 15) or more
employees within Illinois during 20 or more calendar weeks within the calendar year of or
preceding the alleged violation. Provides that "employer" does not include any place of
worship with respect to the employment of individuals of a particular religion to perform
work connected with the carrying on by the place of worship of its activities. The bill was
approved by the Senate and must return to the House for consideration.
Bills Approved By Both Chambers
Workers' Comp - Ability To Pay (Representative Hoffman, DBelleville/Senator Holmes, D-Aurora)
House Bill 269 (available via this link) would amend the Workers' Compensation Act to
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specified provisions of the Act, the Department of Public Health shall offset the fine by the
amount of the civil monetary penalty. The bill was approved by the Senate Public Health
Committee.

permit a single commissioner to approve of enforcement actions under provisions of the
Act concerning insuring an employer's ability to pay compensation, replacing the current
requirement of a panel of 3 commissioners. Permits the Illinois Workers' Compensation
Commission to, if an employer's business is declared to be extra hazardous, issue a workstop order while awaiting a ruling from the Commission or while awaiting proof of
insurance by the employer. Provides that investigative actions must be acted upon within
90 days of the issuance of a complaint. Raises the maximum allowable penalty for
noncompliance with certain insurance requirements from $2,000 to $10,000. Doubles the
maximum allowable penalties, to $1,000 per day, with a minimum penalty of $20,000, for
employers found to be in noncompliance more than once. Provides that an employer with
2 or more violations may no longer self-insure or purchase an insurance policy from a
private broker for one year or until all penalties are paid, during which time the employer
must purchase insurance from the Assigned Risk Pool through the National Council on
Compensation Insurance. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be
considered by the Governor. ISACo Opposes
Horse Racing - Local Share (Representative Carroll, D-Northbrook/Senator
Link, D-Gurnee)
House Bill 1552 (available via this link) would amend the Illinois Horse Racing Act of 1975
to provide that inter-track wagering location licensees must pay their parimutuel handle
percentage to the municipality and county no later than the 20th of the month following
the month the handle was generated. Provides that inter-track wagering location licensees
must pay the admission fees to the municipality and county no later than the 20th of the
month following the month the admission fees were imposed (rather than remitting the
admission fees to the Illinois Racing Board within 48 hours and the Illinois Racing Board
remitting the admission fees to the municipality or county). This bill was approved by both
chambers and will next be considered by the Governor. ISACo Supports
Hospital - Blood Pressure (Representative Flowers, D-Chicago/Senator Belt,
D-East St. Louis)
House Bill 2433 (available via this link) would amend the Hospital Licensing Act and the
University of Illinois Hospital Act to require every hospital to ensure that it has the proper
instruments available for taking a pregnant woman's blood pressure. Provides that the
Department of Public Health shall adopt rules for the implementation of the requirement.
This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the Governor.
Public Construction Bonds (Representative Gong-Gershowitz, DGlenview/Senator Mulroe, D-Chicago)
House Bill 2722 (available via this link) would amend the Public Construction Bond Act to
provide for bonds issued under the Act to be used for, among other conditions, the
payment of apparatus, fixtures, and machinery used in the completion of a contract.
Provides that the terms "material", "labor", "apparatus", "fixtures", and "machinery"
include those rented items that are on the construction site and those rented tools that are
used or consumed on the construction site in the performance of the contract on account
of which the bond is given. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be
considered by the Governor.
Raffles and Poker Runs (Representative Rita, D-Blue Island/Senator
Syverson, R-Rockford)
House Bill 3334 (available via this link) would amend the Raffles and Pokers Runs Act to
provide that raffles shall be licensed by the governing body of the municipality with
jurisdiction over the location where the winning chances in the raffle are determined. If no
municipality has jurisdiction, than the county shall be the licensing authority. Provides
that a license shall authorize the holder of such license to sell raffle chances throughout
the State, including beyond the borders of the licensing municipality or county. Provides
that sponsoring organizations may contract with third parties to provide certain services to
the sponsoring organization in connection with the operation of a raffle and may pay
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Hospital - Health Insurance Post (Representative Ortiz, D-Chicago/Senator
Martinez, D-Chicago)
House Bill 3487 (available via this link) would amend the University of Illinois Hospital
Act and Hospital Licensing Act. Provides that each hospital shall post, in each facility that
has an emergency room, a notice in a conspicuous location in the emergency room with
information about how to enroll in health insurance through the Illinois health insurance
marketplace. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be considered by the
Governor.

Follow ISACo on Social Media
ISACo is getting social! We've established a presence
on Facebook and Twitter to provide another tool for
communication with Illinois county officials and other
interested parties. Please follow our Facebook page
and Twitter feed and join the conversation!
Click here to visit our Facebook page.
@Isacoil
Click here to visit our Twitter feed.
@IsacoTweets

Looking Ahead...
When the General Assembly returns to session on Monday,
May 20, both chambers are scheduled to remain in session
every day until adjournment.
The deadline to move House bills out of the Senate and
Senate bills out of the House is May 24.
Both chambers are scheduled to adjourn on May 31.

The Key to ISACo's Success is YOU!
Is your county a member of ISACo? If not, why not?
ISACo is a statewide association whose mission is to
empower county officials to provide excellent service to
their residents.
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reasonable compensation for such services. Makes changes in provisions concerning
licenses, applications, issuance, restrictions, and ineligible persons; conduct of raffles and
poker runs; managers and bonds; records; and political committees. Incorporates
provisions concerning raffles by law enforcement agencies and statewide associations that
represent law enforcement officials into the rest of the Act. Makes corresponding changes
in the Criminal Code of 2012. This bill was approved by both chambers and will next be
considered by the Governor.

ISACo member counties are comprised of forwardthinking public servants who recognize that the
challenges confronting county governments require new
and innovative ideas, collaborative solutions and
collective advocacy at the state and federal levels of
government.
Members of the association will benefit from education and training opportunities, peerto-peer networking, shared resources and robust representation before policymakers at
various levels of government. ISACo creates and connects county officials to these
opportunities and successfully equips them to make counties ideal places to live, work and
play.
If your county is interested in discussing membership in ISACo, please contact Executive
Director Joe McCoy at (217) 679-3368 or jmccoy@isacoil.org. Thank you for your
consideration.

News and Views is a service provided by ISACo for county officials and staff. Please
feel welcome to share with interested parties. You can contact ISACo Executive
Director Joe McCoy at jmccoy@isacoil.org or (217) 679-3368 if we can be of service.
Thank you for your support of ISACo.

Illinois State Association of Counties | 828 South Second Street, Suite 102, Springfield, IL 62704
Unsubscribe countyboard@willcountyillinois.com
Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by jmccoy@isacoil.org
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Will County Board Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
August 6, 2009

Page 2 of 4

any violation of the Stormwater Management Ordinance. We have referred the matter to
representatives with the City of Joliet and they are looking into it. We did talk with the attorney
and offered availability of our staff to provide advice on various mitigation efforts he can take to
stop erosion on his property. We believe some of the land that is being eroded is actually Forest
Preserve District land.
Mr. Moustis suggested the Forest Preserve District take a look at it.

this issue.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Moustis stated regarding video poker, he is opposed to legalized neighborhood
gambling and this has no business in our communities. This board decides whether we approve
video poker in unincorporated Will County. He encouraged everyone to give some thought to
this; every municipality that permits a liquor license has the ability to say yes or no. Video poker
is one of the most addictive forms of gambling. This is a subject for a committee of the whole. He
suggested a meeting after the Forest Preserve meeting next Thursday for general information.
Certainly, the board is willing to hear any other views. He would like to know the problems for
administration.
Mr. Wilhelmi arrived at this juncture.
Mr. Ryan indicated at the state level this is a monumental undertaking for the state
gaming commission.
Mr. Moustis commented if they push it to the local level for enforcement it would be a
significant burden. We will send a memo to the entire board for a brief committee of the whole
meeting next week.
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENT REQUESTS
1.

Request for Resolution Authorizing County Executive to Execute Documents
Relating to Delinquent Tax Program – Attached - Finance
Committee

2.

Request for Transfer of Funds in Public Defender’s Budget – Frank Astrella –
Attached Finance Committee

3.

Request for Adoption of Newly Created Public Swimming Facility & Bathing Beach
Ordinance - John Cicero - Attached – Public Health & Safety
Committee

4.

Request for Amendment to Water Well Permit & Water Supply Ordinance – John
Cicero - Attached – Public Health & Safety
Committee(s)

5.

Request for Execution of Bankruptcy Court Lease – Nick Palmer – Attached Executive
Committee

6.

Request to Present at November County Board PACE Suburban Bus 2010/2011
Executive
Budget – April Koos – Attached
Committee
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WILL COUNTY BOARD
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES

Will County Office Building – County Board Room
302 North Chicago Street
Joliet, IL 60432
August 13, 2009
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Moustis called the meeting to order at 10:28 a.m.
ROLL CALL
Present were Members: Bilotta, Adamic, Anderson, Deutsche, Singer, L. Smith,
Weigel, Dralle, Wisniewski, Kusta, Goodson, B. Smith, Gould, May, Rozak, Konicki,
Seiler, Brooks, Stewart, Winfrey, Babich, Wilhelmi and Moustis.
Absent were Members: Maher, Traynere and Blackburn.
Also Present: B. Friefeld.
Present from State’s Attorney’s Office: M. Tatroe; M. Manning.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Mr. Bilotta led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
No minutes were presented for approval.
OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
Video Gaming
Mr. Moustis stated this is how we will move forward to structure our decision
making – there should be some public hearings. We will assign this to the executive
committee but come back to the committee of the whole. He would like to hear from the
Sheriff, the State’s Attorney; also the County Executive’s Office since they oversee the
liquor licenses for the county. How many liquor licenses are involved?
Mr. Ryan answered about 44 or 45; it is only those that consume alcohol on the
premises.
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Mr. Moustis indicated he has already expressed his views - it is a bad idea. He is
not against gaming personally; those that go to the casino, they choose to go; it is a
controlled environment. This is about introducing gaming in bars on a local level, where
it is not a gaming designation. He has read about video poker being referred to as the
crack cocaine of gaming. We would be introducing what may be one of the most

this; we are still waiting for regulations.
Ms. Kathy Gilroy read an excerpt from a letter from Phyllis Vineberg whose son’s
suicide was due to a gambling addiction.
Mr. Sam Panayotovich, a consultant with BP Consultants and also a former state
representative stated he had introduced this bill in 1982. In the 80’s we thought this
could have been a good thing. We do not want Will County to rush to judgment. The
discussion was for 3 machines in each establishment but the state thought 5 would be
good; they will generate $11,000 per machine per establishment. That is $55,000 for the
local municipality. We are asking that you would not rush to any judgment until you hear
what is out there.
Ms. Mary Goines stated in the Will County area we have 2 casinos, off-track
betting, race tracks, Vegas Nights at churches; we have a lot of gambling. This is
something that has been around a while. Many municipalities are not opposed to
gambling; Joliet so far has not opposed it. It would be discriminatory to take it away from
the 44 places that would be involved. There are many gaming machines in many
locations. None of that revenue currently goes to the state; now the state will get 30% of
that money and local municipalities will get 6%. We are asking you to have open mind;
not everything is as bad as it looks – this would help some survive.
Mr. Moustis commented this county has not taken a position. We will have a
process and eventually get to vote whether we will allow video poker in bars.
Mr. Babich questioned if this could go for a referendum in February.
Mr. Moustis replied we are elected to make these decisions; the legislature gave
us the authority to have that option. They wanted the communities to decide for
themselves on a local basis; we now decide for the unincorporated areas only. He does
not know how it would work unless every municipality would agree to allow or ban it
county-wide. Every municipality and jurisdiction that allows liquor licenses has the
option.
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Mr. Brooks clarified if county board took a stand then will it be up to the 35
municipalities.
Mr. Moustis stated every municipality – every unit of government that issues
liquor licenses would decide for themselves. We would only be making the decision for
the unincorporated areas.
gambling is a bad idea. We have 2 establishments, Harrah’s and Empress; this would
probably override their business.
Mr. Kusta indicated he takes a different approach. People have the right to
decide what they do with their money. Ultimately he will vote no because this will place a
huge burden on the people of Will County to regulate it. He does not think it is a good
idea to spend tax payer money towards this.
Ms. Smith stated we do not have all the information to make any determination
pro or con. She likes the idea of public hearings. We do not know what all the
municipalities are doing or what the impact would be to the county.
Mrs. Dralle commented the original intent of this legislation was to allow counties
to have money for needed projects. What revenue do we anticipate being generated
and which projects would this money be used for?
Ms. Goodson stated we only have half of the information. It would almost be
irresponsible to move forward too quickly until we have the rules that the gaming board
is putting together. Mr. Kusta commented on the oversight. This would be completely
paid for by the revenue of the machines; it is the responsibility of the gaming board.
Mr. Moustis commented the gaming board initially said they are not prepared to
regulate machines of this nature.
Mr. Bilotta reminded everyone these things exist already – they are out there. On
one hand this is an opportunity to regulate that. He would like to see what the state
gaming board comes up with. He does not think everyone is in favor of expanding
gambling. He would like to see all the information before we take a stand. He agrees
with having some hearings.
Mr. Wilhelmi stated he agrees with Mr. Bilotta. There were 47 Senators that
voted for this bill with a great amount of bi-partisan support. Many of the things we
wanted in the capital bill would not get done. We need to have an open mind and wait
until we get all information.
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Mr. Wisniewski commented he would be voting against this. The state did a very
poor job of looking at the down side of the economic cost to the public versus short term
increase in revenue.
Mr. Singer stated it is important that we look at the transition of our government
and how our government funds itself. We have transitioned from the hope that

infrastructure on the backs of smoking, drinking and gambling. This is our opportunity
to take a leadership position and say no to Springfield - do it right; work on building an
economy that supports jobs. Video gaming is not going to be the solution to funding the
state; it is not the solution to building our infrastructure. He hopes this board does not
support this because it is not a healthy plan to fund a local, county or state government.
We need to send a message to Springfield.
Mrs. May commented she does not know how much money would be generated
from this or how it will affect the people in unincorporated Will County. She would like to
hear from agencies and from people that will address the costs. There are many
questions to address; we need more information before we make this decision.
Mr. Moustis indicated there are different venues of gambling; this is a venue that
brings little or no value to the community. We are not debating whether gambling should
be allowed – just this venue. There could possibly be more ill affects than positive. It
was a bid idea when it was introduced in 1985 and it is a bad idea in 2009. It has been
stated that 30% of the capital bill would be funded by this. He would rather have a
smaller capital bill than allow this.
Ms. Konicki commented it would be very hard to see this coming to
unincorporated Will County. It is the venue that is the problem; people who want to
gamble go to the casinos. This bill takes this venue where people going about their daily
lives will trip across them. You cannot just look at what money will be generated. Illinois
needs to get more real with how it funds itself. This is a temporary answer; this is not the
way to run state government. She supports the idea of going through the process.
Mr. Smith indicated he received 32 responses and 24 are against this. Video
gaming outside of casinos will be a tough sell for municipalities. The capital bill is a good
idea but this is not the right funding for it.
Mr. Moustis commented there is no rush to do this. The earliest would be
October to take a vote. We are not rushing; everyone will have their say. There is plenty
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of time to get out in your districts and ask the people if they support this. Everyone will
have a good feel of how their district would like them to vote on this.
Mr. Ryan stated we appreciate the fact that you will take time and hear from all
sectors of the community. One of the main issues we hear is that it is going to put those
business owners in unincorporated Will County at a complete disadvantage with

out. If a county or municipality does not take action, gaming is allowed within their
jurisdiction. The county board and the County Executive for a number of issues, has
been sensitive to not imposing restrictions that impair competitiveness of businesses in
unincorporated Will County. The most recent example is the tobacco licensing – the
principle is the same. In conversations with a representative from gaming board, they
exercise extreme diligence in regulating gaming in Illinois. That is why it takes 9 to 12
months to implement rules. It would be useful to have a member from the gaming board
at the public hearings. We do not want any further administrative or enforcement
burden; in talking with the gaming board they are not going to delegate enforcement to
the municipalities; that would undermine their integrity. We all have the right to be
skeptical. The Illinois Municipal League has been very vigilant that this does not impose
unfunded mandates on local municipalities. It is correct that 30% of the net income will
go to state – the bulk of that will go to the capital fund that was established to provide
debt service for the capital program. We have all expressed frustration over the last 6
years with how the capital bill proceeded. Video gaming always was a key component in
the financing of the capital bill. It is prudent to find out how many local jurisdictions will
opt out. For the county itself; it would generate revenue based on gaming terminals at
the 44 establishments. The maximum number of machines permitted would be 5, which
would essentially generate about $11,250 in income annually. The gaming board has to
submit in the next 10 days their process on the rules. In the meantime we will all reach
out to constituents and come to some sort of consensus what will be in the best interest
of all Will County residents.
Mr. Moustis commented he would like the county to have the ability to create a
different liquor license for clarification for those who have video gaming.
Mr. Ryan indicated the legislation authorizes the county to impose up to a $25
per terminal fee; it does not speak to a different class of license but it does not say you
cannot.
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Mr. Moustis asked Mr. Harvey if there could be another classification for liquor
licenses for those who have video gaming.
Mr. Harvey answered the bill does not address that at all because they only
control the gaming aspect.
Mr. Moustis commented we should take look at that. He asked everyone to

where the public hearings will be held, probably throughout the county, for the
community will have the ability to participate.
A motion was made by Mr. Adamic, second by Mr. Bilotta, to move assign the
issue of video gaming to the executive committee. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.

Other Business
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Mr. Gould, second by Mr. Adamic, to adjourn the meeting
at 11:21 a.m. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.
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Weigel, Dralle, Riley, Wisniewski, Kusta, Blackburn, Goodson, Brian Smith, Gould, May,
Rozak, Seiler, Brooks, Stewart, Babich, Wilhelmi and Moustis. Total: Twenty-three.
Voting Negative were: Konicki. Total: One

Member Gould stated, never let it be said that the Will County Board doesn’t have good
debate. I want to thank the State’s Attorney’s Office, because for six months they have assisted
us in drafting this Ordinance and getting to the point where were at today. So I want to
acknowledge their work.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Lee Goodson, Chairman
Member Goodson stated good morning everybody. I have no resolutions this morning,
but I do have an update on some bills that were recently signed that will affect the County. First
of all, HB146, this amends the County’s Code. This gives the County Board the authority to
increase the Circuit Court filing fees to support the County libraries. The fees imposed upon the
plaintiff in civil litigation. The fee is currently $13.00 and this has been in place since 1988. So,
the bill authorizes, it permits but is not required …but it authorizes the fees to be increased to
$18.00 in 2009, $19.00 in 2010, and $21.00 in 2011. This is primarily only the larger counties
have law libraries. There is 16 in total. But, Will County is one of them and most of the collar
counties in the Chicagoland area, and, this was supported by Metro Counties. The next bill is
HB347 and this amends the County Shelter Care and Detention Home Act. This allows the
County Detention Centers to use tax levies to contract for services of another County Detention
Center. It does not allow the County to use non-union or non-governmental entities. It does not
add a levy or increase taxes. This was initiated by St. Clair County, a member of the Metro
Counties, which we are also a member of, and, it gives them this option if they can’t support the
detention center due to under population. I know Will County doesn’t have this problem, but if
another surrounding jail had a low population and they needed to cut back on services, they
could possible send their prisoners to our jail. HB585 was signed on the 10th of August and this
amends the County’s Code. The Counties under the population 2 million, this raises the no bid
contract level for $20,000 - $30,000, and raises the bid level from $25,000 - $35,000. For
counties to contract for use, purchase, delivery, movement and installation of data processing
equipment, software services, and telecommunications, interconnect equipment, software and
services without advertising for bids. And, finally a bill that was just signed a couple of days
ago. This is SB189 the FOIA bill as it is sometimes referred to; and, this week the new
Gubernatorial Board of Commissioners Act. And, it also amends the open meetings act, the
Freedom of Information Act, and the Attorney Generals Act. This requires each public body to
have a freedom of information officer. And, this officer will process FOIA requests. The
attorney general must establish an office of public access and appoint a public access counselor.
A counselor is authorized to issue binding opinions on the public bodies compliance with the
open meetings act or denial of access when requested. This bill also provides for administrative
review board that reviews the counselor’s opinions. There is a training portion for this bill and it
is something that I think we should be working with the States Attorney’s Office to determine
what types of appropriate training might be needed for our staff and for the County Board. So
659
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we’ll be addressing that down the road. This is effective immediately and we do need to comply
with it but I think that we’ll be afforded the opportunity to learn more about the details of how
it’s going to change how we do things when we have FOIA requests. And, finally, I would just
like to commend Chairman Moustis and the County Board for taking the time to meet and to
discuss the video gaming issue. This is a very complex issue. It is something that we need to
take our time to look at and consider, and, not to rush to judgment on whether or not we want to
support it or be on it. And, I think that we have plenty of time, just so you know these rules that
are going to come out by the Gaming Board are going to take 6-12 months and a lot will be
decided in those gaming rules. So, we can take the time to hear from our constituency to hear
from the state (inaudible) the businesses. I just appreciate that everybody is open minded enough
to take the time to listen to the other individuals that this is going to effect. That’s all for my
report.
Member Moustis asked, the bill that you talked about for detention, can you go over that
one more time? Are they saying the smaller counties or jurisdictions will have the ability to
close their detention centers and perhaps use other detention centers that have space. Is that
basically the meat of that bill?
Member Goodson, responded that I don’t know if they’ll be allowed to close per se. But,
when their population is so low that it is a detriment to being able to survive because of the cost
involved, then…I mean if their population would grow then of course they would need to be
operating.
Member Moustis, stated one reason that I’m interested in the issue is that of course we
have the Adult Detention Center that’s now expanded and we’ll use every bit of that space. We
also have the juvenile detention center that we’re in partnership with Kankakee County; 75% is
Will and 25% is Kankakee. We have 100 bed facilities that averages less than 50% occupancy.
There is a lot of reasons I believe for this. So it is the attitudes of the Courts, towards juveniles,
whether they should be detained or not. I think some of their philosophy has changed over the
years, it seems, of course they’re less apt to or reluctant to detain juveniles. Usually they think
about a dangerous situation, so I think right now we have right around 40-45, but yet we staff it
for a 100. And in light of the courts or State of Illinois is going to cut now our…let me explain a
little bit for those of you who may not understand how this formula works. Basically, the State
funds probation and juvenile detention to the large degree. At one time they funded 100% of the
salaries. We as a County are responsible for all the benefits. Now we’re told that it appears, and
Mr. Rafac you can step up here, pop up if I’m misstating this. Now there going to cut juvenile
attention and probation by 50% creating an $800,000 shortfall for us. So they are going to try
and shift $800,000 from the state’s responsibility and try and put it on the County, the local
taxpayers when they’re responsible for funding. This is a long winded way of me saying we
don’t need a 100 bed facility. And perhaps we’re going to have to look at how we’re going to
maybe build a 50 bed facility. Maybe cut down on a pod or two. Those are some of my
thoughts as a result of the non-funding by the State. And, of course we have the same situation
with Probation where there funding will be cut 50%. I have to ask Mr. Rafac….is it $200,000 $600,000 probation Mr. Rafac?
Mr. Rafac responded the initial cuts were targeted at 50% and $565,000 in Probation and
$800,000 in Juvenile Detention. We’ve recently had information that we expect that cut to be
dropped to only 42%, which saves a couple hundred thousand dollars, but we’re still
660

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

ADJOURNED AUGUST MEETING

5.2.b

*** SPECIAL ***
WILL COUNTY BOARD
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES
6:00 p.m.
Will County Office Building
County Board Committee Room
302 North Chicago Street
Joliet, IL 60432
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Moustis called the meeting to order at 6:11p.m.
ROLL CALL
Present were Members: Bilotta, Adamic, Kusta, Stewart, Dralle, Goodson, Gould,
Maher, Seiler, Wilhelmi and Moustis.
Absent were Members: Singer and Weigel.
Also Present: L. Smith, B. Smith, May, Rozak, Babich and Friefeld.
Present from State’s Attorney’s Office: Mary Tatroe.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Mr. Maher led the committee in the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
No minutes were presented for approval.
OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
Public Hearing Re: Video Gaming
A motion was made by Mr. Maher, second by Mr. Adamic, to open the public hearing at
6:12 p.m. On a roll call vote, Adamic, Kusta, Stewart, Dralle, Goodson, Gould, Maher, Seiler,
Wilhelmi and Moustis voting yes.

MOTION CARRIES.

A motion was made by Mr. Stewart, second by Mr. Adamic, to place the e-mail
correspondence as part of the record. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.
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Mr. Moustis thanked the committee members for attending. This is an issue that the
county board took up about 3 months ago; we decided to hold public hearings for input. The
emergency rules are due November 6 – at that time we will have time to make comment on
those rules. We will have another public hearing on November 18 here in Will County at 6:00
p.m. This is an opportunity for us to listen to comments from the public.
Mr. David Smith, Will County resident and Executive Director of Illinois Family Institute

to get this bill repealed. LaSalle County and DuPage County unanimously passed legislation to
ban it in unincorporated areas; many communities now are considering it. It is a public policy
that is being promoted as public good that takes advantage of its citizen. The gaming industry
needs losers to be successful; for every dollar spent in Illinois, it costs communities $3 in social
costs. It is a net loss to communities. Another study shows the addiction rates double within 50
miles of casinos. What are we doing putting these machines in our local establishments? It
creates a convenience for many people who would have to travel long distances; these
machines will be normalizing the message of gambling. We encourage you to support the ban
on vending machines in our communities.
Mr. Babich arrived at this juncture.
Mr. Grueling, Will County resident and President and CEO of Will County Center for
Economic Development stated the CED has not taken an official position on the issue of video
gaming in liquor establishments. The CED believes the key is investment in our infrastructure.
When Governor Quinn signed the Capital Bill he approved the Illinois Jobs Now program that
will fund transportation projects all over the state; the key will be whether enough revenue will
be generated from the various sources. Video gaming in local establishments was not the way
to fund almost 1/3 of the revenue. If this is repealed they will have come up with another
alternative.
Ms. Mary Goines with the Illinois License Beverage Association thanked the committee
for allowing the opportunity to give some other feedback. In the state there are currently about
65,000 gaming machines in bars not counting casinos; this could change to 45,000 – it will drop
down about 20,000 with the gaming bill. The maximum each bar could have is five machines;
small operations may get one or two machines. The problem people do not understand is that
currently you receive no money for the money that is gambled on those machines. With the
new tax, 25% would go to the state and 5% the local municipality. In this economy small
businesses are suffering – please consider the 44 small businesses. We think about gaming as
a big industry – in this area there are two casinos, horse racing, off –track betting. This affects
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44 business people; we want you to consider them when you consider this. The maximum bet is
$2.00 with a maximum payout of $500. It is not going to be big like the casinos. The old
machines will be illegal – they will be pulled out; if you are caught with an old machine it is a
felony.
Mr. Adamic questioned the pay out on machines currently.
Ms. Goines replied regular machines are not supposed to pay out.

Ms. Goines answered sometimes it may be an Illinois Coin Machines operator or it could
be the owner of the bar. With the new machines, the split is 35% to the Ill Coin Machine
operator, who puts the machines in at a cost of $12,000 to $15,000; the bar owner receives
35% of the revenue; and the state gets 30% with 5% back to the local municipality.
Mrs. Rozak asked for clarification on who could have a machine.
Mr. Moustis answered if there is liquor poured on the premises you could have the
gaming machines. There are 78 licenses total; 44 with liquor poured on premises.
Mr. Bilotta arrived at this juncture.
Mr. Maher asked if they have other kinds of games that do not relate to gambling.
Ms. Goines answered anything you can gamble on will have to be removed.
Ms. Goodson commented she understands the emergency rules came out last night.
Did you have a chance to review?
Ms. Goines replied she has not had the opportunity to review them.
Ms. Goodson stated the information from Springfield has estimated the revenue from
machines would be $70,000 to $90,000 per day; most businesses would not get five machines
–they would get three.
Mr. Moustis questioned what percentage goes to the gambler.
Ms. Goines replied there has to be a certain percentage according to the rules.
Mr. Moustis asked if it is the same as the casinos in Illinois. The casinos are required to
pay a certain percentage back to the player. Will they use the same number here for local
gambling? We will have to find that out.
Mr. Kusta asked how many machine vendors there are in Illinois.
Ms. Goines answered any machine operator cannot handle more than 5% of the total in
Illinois;
Mr. Moustis thanked Ms. Goines for the information. He asked if there was anyone else
who would like to speak.
Mrs. Rozak questioned the purpose of the emergency rules.
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Ms. Goodson replied they wanted to get the emergency rules in place in order to allow
the video gaming to move forward; they are also out there for public comment. They will be
refined again within 18 months.
Mr. Moustis commented he is confused as well – we do not know what the emergency
was.
Mrs. Dralle indicated she is not sure about the entire process. We have a number of

the Capital Bill?
Mr. Moustis stated if the state legislature did not want local jurisdictions to decide what
was best for them, they would not have put in it in the bill; they had to know there were a
percentage of local jurisdictions that would not participate. He does not believe this whole thing
hinges on video gaming. It does not mean they cannot increase the number of machines for
those who decide to participate.
Ms. Goodson commented she attended a session at the Illinois Municipal League on
video gaming; there were 400 people in the room representing the whole state – both municipal
and county. There was only on person in that room that was in favor of it. The feeling was if
there was a big movement not to adopt; the legislature will have to go back to the drawing
board.
Mr. Maher indicated he has a lot of problems with this on many levels. With the riverboat
gambling they provide jobs and a financial shot to that community that is not just a tax to the
people. There is employment there for people to make a living. He does not see any benefits
with this. This is the State of Illinois not being fiscally responsible and having to tax people in a
way they have not taxed before.
Ms. Seiler stated when it comes to our local communities they all have the option
whether to jump on board or not. Have we all heard back from our areas? Lockport is up in the
air; she has not heard from Homer Glen or Romeoville. She has concerns if this was to go in, it
would place a financial burden back on the county. It will take people to enforce this; do we
have the funds in our current budget? How do we pay for those positions?
Mr. Moustis commented enforcement in the county is much different than the
municipalities; we are spread out over 850 miles. It does put an additional burden on us.
Ms. Goodson indicated it will be paying for itself with the application fees and annual
fees for the license; 25% goes to IDHS for addiction services and 75% will be used for
oversight and administrative enforcement – making sure they are in compliance.
Ms. Seiler commented it will still be adding an additional layer.
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Mr. Moustis expressed frustration with the prior administration, which diverted gas tax
dollars over to social programs; it was done with very little resistance. They could have looked
at other revenue sources for infrastructure.
Mr. Kusta stated as board members we are asked to vote on some pretty high price
issues. This is a roughly a $292,000 decision. With five machines in 40 eligible places, that is
200 machines at $80 per day - $16,000 per day. Think about all the decisions we make that is

Mr. Adamic indicated he is not a gambler. We already have it in the bars where they are
not supposed to pay out; a situation that is not supposed to be there is already happening and
they are paying out on the QT. The law will eliminate some of the machines that are out there. It
is premature to decide anything until the rules are in place and we do not know what the rules
are yet. We are facing a budget where we will have to dip into reserves probably this year and
next year. The question becomes how we want to finance government. This is not a perfect
solution. He is willing to listen to both sides, hear everything, and then make a final decision.
Mr. Moustis stated it is already in bars; there are card games and dice games that go on
in back rooms of bars for those who want to go back and play. Why not make everything legal?
Why stop at video gaming? That type of logic does not hold any water.
Mr. Babich commented we have pull-tabs and bingo, which are legal. We have not
realized any money from the riverboats in this town. He cannot see how we can say no; we
should take a better longer look at this. He is not for or against it.
Ms. Goodson stated as of October 8, approximately 21 units of government have opted
out of video gaming; that is about 855,000 of the 12.9 million people in the State of Illinois. That
is still a very small percentage of the entire state. Video gaming and the revenue that is
expected to come of it is not in jeopardy at this point. There is some consideration at this point
of allowing the airports additional terminals than what they were originally allowed; this would
take some of the burden off the residents. People passing through Illinois will have access to
terminals. That is an option our legislators are looking at and it could be a positive thing. If the
funding is decreased the Capital Bill will also have to be decreased. She believes that many
options were investigated and this is the only option they could get everyone on board with. The
state has many needs; the roads are in horrible condition. She understands this is something
that is done for amusement purposes and can be abused; there are abuses in many things in
our life every day. The legislature has tried to put things in place for those cases. The county
should remain open until we have the final rules.
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Mr. Moustis indicated he has heard from legislators on both sides of the aisle that if you
opt out we will not do the work in your district. This does not add anything to the local roads;
this is state projects only.
Mr. Kusta asked if this is a one-time option.
Mr. Moustis answered you can opt in or out at any time.
Mr. Smith expressed concern about the social issues. This will only fund part of the

point once we pay the Capital Bill, does that money go away? He is concerned there is no end
in sight.
A motion was made by Mr. Maher, second by Ms. Seiler, to close the public hearing at
7:20 p.m. and continue on November 18. On a roll call vote, Bilotta, Adamic, kusta, Stewart,
Dralle, Goodson, Gould, Maher, Seiler, Wilhelmi and Moustis voting yes. MOTION CARRIES.
Other New Business
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN
EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Mr. Adamic, second by Mr. Stewart, to adjourn the meeting at
7: 20 p.m. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.
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WILL COUNTY BOARD
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
MINUTES
6:00 p.m.
Will County Office Building
County Board Committee Room
302 North Chicago Street
Joliet, IL 60432
CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Bilotta called the meeting to order at 6:08p.m.
ROLL CALL
Present were Members: Adamic, Stewart, Goodson, Seiler, Wilhelmi and Bilotta.
NO QUORUM
Absent were Members: Kusta, Dralle, Gould, Maher, Singer, Weigel and Moustis.
Also Present: J. Traynere, B. Smith, D. Rozak, H. Brooks, M. Johannsen and B.
Friefeld.
Present from State’s Attorney’s Office: M. Manning.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
No minutes were presented for approval.
OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
Public Hearing Re: Video Gaming
Mr. Bilotta stated that video gaming was brought forth in the capital bill; there was a
provision to allow local government including counties to opt out. This is the second of two
public hearings. We are here to take your input; we are not here to answer questions. We have
several people here tonight; it is great to see the attendance. We encourage the members of
the union - if you all want to speak; you are able to do so.
Mayor Cook applauded the county for having the public hearings and getting the public
input of the residents of Will County. He is President of the Will County Governmental League
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and Chairman of the Chicago Metropolitan Mayors Caucus representing 273 municipalities in
northeastern Illinois. He is here today not in favor and not opposed to any efforts of banning
video poker. He is asking the county to wait and see. It is important for the working men and
women to have the bonds sold and the capital be allocated to these projects. People across the
county are in desperate need of jobs and this capital bill brings jobs to the area. A change in
bond rating will save the taxpayers $16 million. If municipalities and counties continue to
taxpayers’ dollars. Local government should have local control but it is important we wait until
we see what impact this will have in our communities. The rules are not set; we do not know
what the full impact on municipalities will be. Getting these bonds sold in a timely fashion and
getting people back to work and getting this economic development; a true economic
development stimulus – road projects in our communities is so important. He urged the county
to take a wait and see approach.
Mr. Rich Pope, Jr. Trustee with the Fraternal Order of Eagles, spoke on behalf of all
their members. As a social club we are trying to function with what we get out of the machines;
we use the money from the machines to pay our bills. The smoking ban took a toll on members.
If we are penalized by taking the machines out, we will not be here anymore. We will not be
able to help people through our fundraisers. Please consider and give us the right to use these
machines to make ends meet.
Mr. Wilhelmi arrived at this juncture.
Mr. Blue representing the Illinois Church Action on Alcohol & Addiction Problems
addressed the committee. We are asking you to do what has been done by 30 communities in
the State of Illinois and reject the availability of video poker. He provided a handout including a
two-page list showing 29 communities and 3 counties that have banned video gaming. We
hope that Will County will be a part of that; 37 other communities and counties are discussing it
right now. We have come to identify video poker as an especially addictive form of gambling; it
is attractive and the graphics will get better. The maximum bet is $2 per hand; we have been
told a skilled poker player can play as many as 30 hands at a time. There is no provision
restricting local governments from receiving projects from the capital projects fund even if that
governmental body has banned video gaming in their area. We are asking you to make a very
bold decision; we hope that you will reject this when you vote on this.
Mrs. Traynere arrived at this juncture.
Mr. Calvin Johnson stated he has no financial interest in any retail establishment. He is
here as a concerned citizen. If allowed this will have very negative consequences on our
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communities; the social costs outweigh the increased revenue. Video gambling diverts money
from household purchases and hurts other businesses. He urged the board to follow the wishes
of the majority of the voters and ban video gambling.
Ms. Mary Goines with the Illinois Liquor Beverage Association thanked the committee
for the opportunity again to speak. We hear video poker being referred to as the crack cocaine
of gambling; it is video gaming and possibly in each venue there would be one poker machine -

approved gambling; for us to continue to talk about when we have horse racing, off-track
betting, lotteries, casinos, bingo, Las Vegas nights at churches it is not something new to this
state. So far, 1% of the people who can have gaming have opted out; it will take more than that
to kill this bill. If it does get killed it would end a lot of jobs. With the economy the way it is, we
need jobs. The only way to get the jobs is to have the money for those jobs. Here is an
opportunity for us to put people to work in Will County.
Ms. Greta McDonald, United Methodist Pastor stated we have a stance against
gambling. We believe it is most detrimental to people who can afford it the least; we are always
concerned about the expansion of gambling. It is an unwise way for the state to balance their
budget.
Mr. Tom White indicated we have been to Springfield over the last few years trying to
get the capital bill. No matter what the funding stream is, no one likes it; everyone wants the
roads fixed – no one wants a motor fuel tax. Somehow we have to fund this; we have to put
men back to work. This is the only answer they could come up with and he believes it is a fair
answer. No matter how we do this, there will be people against it. He urges the county board to
move forward and get Will County roads improved; let us get these people back to work.
Mr. Tom Furello stated he is here on behalf of the International Union of Operating
Engineers, Local 150 representing more than 23,000 workers in our jurisdiction. It is necessary
for everyone to take a step back and consider what this funding will do for infrastructure and
employment in Will County. Prior to passing the capital bill the state neglected infrastructure for
years, which requires immediate action. On top of aging infrastructure, unemployment is the
highest it has been in decades. While video gaming was not our first choice of a funding
mechanism, the tax will provide a huge portion of the funding. Until someone comes up with a
more popular alternative revenue stream, please do not oppose video gaming in Will County.
Mr. Mark Poulos, Executive Director of the International Union of Operating Engineers
Local 150 Food Bank indicated the food bank over the course of the last year was started as a
non-profit to connect local members that have been out of work with food for their families. As
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noted, there is no restriction on funds if the county opts out of video gaming; that also
presumes there will be funds available. What we are talking about is simply jobs; this county
has the highest unemployment rate we have seen in decades. For the first time in almost a
decade our elected officials threw us a lifeline; first with the capital bill and then with a $31
million public works bill. But local politicians are second-guessing their statewide officials at the
expense of the working men and women of the State of Illinois. The key component to fully

this county. Opting out will remove over 40 establishments in Will County alone. No revenue
stream is perfect but a revenue stream that creates jobs is a needed source in this economy.
Mr. Charlie Hanus, President of Will Grundy Central Trades and Labor Council,
representing over 45,000 trade unionists in our area. We have been going around over two
years with the capital bill; we finally get it passed on a bi-partisan basis in Springfield, it has a
revenue stream. It needs Will County to stay in it and support the video gaming. We cannot
wait any longer; we need to get people back to work and we need your support on this.
Ms. Janice Gintzler a member of ICAAP indicated she wants the capital bill; we need to
improve our roads and we need people back to work. Gaming ruins people’s lives as well; we
passed gambling in the state and what did it get us. In a recession, people do not gamble as
much as they did – there is not as much revenue. Once you allow it; it is hard to take away.
Mr. Bilotta indicated the committee would take a break to allow time for everyone in
attendance to sign in for the record.
After the break, Mr. Bilotta asked if there was anyone else that would like to speak.
Other New Business
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN
EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting ended at 7: 09 p.m.

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

funding is to include video gaming. We already have gambling around the state, specifically in

5.2.b
Will County Board Legislative & Policy Committee Meeting Minutes
January 11, 2011

Page 5 of 7

Discussion Re: Cell Tower Legislation
Ms. Goodson indicated the county will be proactive and introduce legislation, perhaps
the same bill that did not make it out of the House during the last session.
Discussion Re: Gaming
Ms. Goodson stated the expansion of gaming would not be good for Will County.

Ms. Goodson answered there was nothing specific; the rules still were being written. The
state has not moved forward with any action related to the machines.
Mr. Moustis noted it might be time to discuss if gambling would be allowed locally.
Discussion Re: Pension Reform – SB3538/PA 96-1495
Ms. Goodson stated House Joint Resolution 62 requires any pension-related legislation
involving an increase in benefits for any unit of local government to have a three-fifths majority.
If the governor vetoes the legislation, it will take a two-thirds vote to override the veto. It
includes SLEP and other pension reforms.
Ms. Smith noted the retirement benefits for county employees allow the accrual of
vacation, comp time and vacation time. They load it up before Dec. 1, get paid out and it
increases their pension. IMRF was seeking a change.
Mr. Moustis stated the County Board cannot tell elected officials what to do. However,
the County Board should require comp time to be paid out. No one should be able to roll more
than 40 hours of comp time from year to year. The County Board should not budget for it.
Mr. Wilhelmi asked if pensions were determined by the County Board or by a formula
developed by IMRF.
Mr. Moustis answered the formula was created by the IMRF. There has been a
discussion about the possibility of overtime not being included in the formula.
Homeowner Association Trailer Bill
Ms. Goodson stated Senator Wilhelmi and Representative Cross sponsored Senate Bill
3180, a measure related to homeowner associations and how those groups conduct business.
Some of the language in the bill needed clarification, so there will be a trailer bill during the 97th
General Assembly. There are home owner associations in the unincorporated areas of Will
County, and residents have called Representative Cross’ office with their complaints. Quite a
few of the complaints have come from Crete. It would be appropriate for the committee
members to make suggestions for the trailer bill. The committee will follow the progress of the
bill and either support or oppose it.
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Other New Business
Ms. Lyne stated she did not know how Senate Bill 3336 and Senate Bill 2797 came
about. Senator Wilhelmi is not going to call the bill, and it is going to die.
Mr. Friefeld explained the RTA chairman currently is elected by the board members.
This bill would allow the governor to appoint.

governments.
Mr. Friefeld asked how the committee wanted to proceed with the state legislative
agenda.
Ms. Goodson stated the committee might want to bring back the Illiana Expressway, the
airport and other issues. She asked if the committee wanted to continue pursuing cell tower
legislation.
Ms. Smith noted there were two issues involving gaming: the proposed expansion of the
casinos and the legalization of video poker.
Mr. Friefeld suggested the committee authorize Ms. Goodson to move forward with an
agenda including items that historically have been important such as the South Suburban
airport, foreclosures and cell towers. Bill Maher has suggested the elimination of the
requirement that assessment changes be published in a newspaper. This would save the
county $959,000.
A motion was made by Mr. Wilhelmi, second by Ms. Deutsche, to direct the chair to
create a legislative agenda. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.

HB5727
Ms. Goodson stated the legislation reflected changes in the Executive Form of
Government, including giving the County Executive authority to present his own
reapportionment map; requiring the County Board to hold a hearing on that map; and requiring
the County Board to adopt either that map or a map created by the County Board. If the
legislation is not signed into law, the Will County Executive will be included in the
reapportionment process. Changes to the Executive form of government should be an above
board process.
Mr. Wilhelmi stated during the last reapportionment, the process was not open.
Although the current reapportionment process is going toward being more open and inclusive,
the change to the legislation was not necessary.
Ms. Smith stated everyone should have seen the legislation before it went through. The
current board members would have felt better if they had been part of the process.
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Ms. Goodson noted the measure would take the authority away from the local
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Member Goodson continued, I just wanted to mention, there is a blue sheet on your desk
today. Legislative Committee Members were curious as to where our Federal Representatives
were on some Legislation that basically cuts some of the funding for some of the various
programs that the Federal Government funds, so that information is on your desk. I just wanted
to mention a couple of Bills that basically are just being introduced. One on behalf of our
Sheriff’s Department – HB2555 is providing for the Sheriff’s Department to charge an
administrative towing fee. The second Bill that will actually be introduced today, will expand the
use of the Tax Automation Fund in our Treasurer’s Department to allow the Treasurer to use the
funds to update and automate any function of the Treasurer’s Office and not just the tax sales.
I also wanted to note, and hopefully everyone is aware, but yesterday Senator John
Cullerton did request a repeal of the Video Gaming and proposed that an additional tax be
placed on cigarettes…an additional $1.00 tax on cigarettes. Although that won’t completely
replace the funds from the Video Gaming, it certainly will provide a significant income and I
guess we will see where that goes. A lot of municipalities and counties took positions either in
favor or opposing this Legislation and Senator Cullerton basically had a change of heart and
now he no longer would like to…he no longer supports Video Gaming.
One other thing, unless anyone has an questions, I am taking a small liberty since I am
of Irish descent and I heard this on the radio on the way here. It is a short Irish prayer for you:
May those that love us love us and those who don’t make God turn their heart. If he
can’t turn their heart, may he turn their ankles so that they will limp and we will know them.
Member Goodson stated that will conclude my report.
County Executive Walsh said thank you. Do you a number on the Bill for the Sheriff’s…
Member Goodson responded, not as of yet. It is just being assigned today to a shell Bill.
County Executive Walsh said thank you.
Member Goodson said I will let you know as soon as possible.
County Executive Walsh said thank you Member Goodson.
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE
Charles Maher, Chairman
Member Maher began, thank you County Executive Walsh and Happy St. Patrick’s
Day. It is going to be really hard to follow that, but Jason that is going to be up to you.
We have today Wight & Company is going to give us an overview of some of the
things that they have been doing and the groups they have been talking with in our
291
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Public Works & Transportation
No Report
Judicial
No Report
Public Health & Safety

there is an appropriation of funding for dental health.
Legislative & Policy
Ms. Goodson advised that the Supreme Court has made a ruling on the Capital bill
indicating that it doesn’t violate the rules.
Mr. Moustis inquired about video poker.
Ms. Goodson replied that the rules regarding that have not been finalized but she will
look into it to see when the rules should be completed.
Capital Improvements
Mr. Maher advised that they are wrapping up with the Wight group.
Executive Committee
Mr. Moustis advised that the ranking of insurance broker is complete and a resolution is
on the agenda to negotiate a professional services agreement.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE COUNTY BOARD CHAIRMAN
APPROVAL OF THE JULY 21, 2011 COUNTY BOARD AGENDA
A motion was made by Mrs. Dralle, second by Mrs. Zigrossi, to approve the July 21,
2011 County Board Agenda, as amended. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Moustis stated an executive session was necessary to discuss litigation.
A motion was made by Mr. Adamic, second by Mrs. Zigrossi, to go into executive
session at 12:00 p.m. to discuss litigation. On a roll call vote, Adamic, L. Smith, Dralle,
Goodson, Gould, Weigel, Zigrossi and Moustis voting yes.

MOTION CARRIES.

Mr. Moustis announced they were now in executive session.
A motion was made by Mr. Adamic second by Mrs. Dralle, to come out of executive
session at 12:18 p.m. On a roll call vote, Adamic, L. Smith, Dralle, Goodson, Gould, Weigel,
Zigrossi and Moustis voting yes.

MOTION CARRIES.

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)
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Adopted by the Will County Board this 21st day of June, 2012.
Vote: Yes

No

Pass

(SEAL)
Nancy Schultz Voots
Will County Clerk
_____________________________
Lawrence M. Walsh
Will County Executive

Member Bilotta made a motion, seconded by Member May, to approve Resolution #12206.
Voting Affirmative were: Bilotta, Adamic, Deutsche, Howard, Singer, Izzo, Weigel,
Dralle, Hart, McPhillips, Maher, Argoudelis, Goodson, Smith, Gould, May, Rozak, Konicki,
Zigrossi, Brooks, Travis, Winfrey, Babich, Wilhelmi and Moustis. Total: Twenty-five.
No negative votes.
RESOLUTION #12-206 IS APPROVED.
JUDICIAL COMMITTEE
Anne Dralle, Chairperson
Member Dralle stated good morning everyone. I have a very brief update on the
Adjudication Process, that as every knows we worked for quite a long time. Our first hearing
will officially take place July 9th, starting at 2:00 in the afternoon in the County Board Office. So
if anyone is interested in watching the process, please take the time to attend. There will be a
very, very brief meeting of the Women’s Caucus right after County Board, which will take five
or ten minutes. We have some prior business to attend to, so I hope everybody can stay for a
couple of minutes after that. That’s all I have. Thank you.
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE
Don Gould, Chairman
Member Gould stated good morning County Executive Walsh. I have no report, the
Sunny Hill items are under the Executive Committee this month.
LEGISLATIVE & POLICY COMMITTEE
Lee Goodson, Chairperson
Member Goodson stated good morning everybody. Springfield has adjourned and just
recently over the last couple of days we have heard two major announcements from the House
Speaker, if you have been listening to the news. The first one being that the Governor has
made his final decision on the closure of the State facilities and he has confirmed that he will
be closing five correctional centers and one juvenile detention center by August 31st of this
year. The IYC, Joliet will not close until October 31st and this move is expected to save about
$62 million in the State budget. Member Bilotta you asked earlier what the five facilities were
that they are closing. That would be Tamms Correctional Center, Dwight Correctional Center,
428
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Also, the State has hired an Actuary. The Actuary’s first day on the job was yesterday
and the Illinois Policy Institute reported that not only is there an $83 billion hole in the pension
for the State, but there is also a local liability and the two combined, what that means to us as
taxpayers is about $203 billion or $41,000.00 per household. I guess when we look at the
State problems it still remains to be the $83 billion, but we get to address the local shortfall and
so that is something that we will have to look at down the road.
During the session, they also made some very tough decisions, I think that we have to
say our Legislators worked hard this past session and made some of the tough calls that they
have to make in order to bring Illinois back in line. There are still a lot of tough decisions
ahead, but some pieces of Legislation that they did pass, another gaming extension package
passed. The Bill includes allowing a casino in Chicago, Rockford, Danville, Park City and the
South suburbs. Slot machines will be permitted at horse racing facilities. That Bill does
exempt Home Rule Power for the regulation of the slot machines at horse racing facilities. The
State Video Gaming Act has to be implemented prior to any of these gambling activities to be
authorized. One major change is that this expansion package versus last years is that it does
not allow for video gaming at airports.
Financial decisions that the State has made, there was a tax increase on cigarettes and
the tax is now $1.98 per pack of cigarettes. The second is the probation funding, we had
originally sought, they had appropriated the full $95 million amount for our probation funding,
which is great news for us. But when it was all said and done, they reduced that amount to
$47 million, which is 13 percent lower than last year’s amount. Hopefully, as we saw last year
additional funds will be appropriated to that probation fund and we will continue to tread the
water for probation this year.
The pensions, there was no agreement on the $83 billion for the public pension liability.
A special Legislative Session will be held later this summer. The current proposal being
discussed would give current employees and retirees two options: One would be to keep their
retiree healthcare and accept a lower cost of living adjustment; the second would be to keep
the cost of living adjustment and lose post-retirement health benefits. Those that elected to
keep the cost of living increase would lock in their current salary for the pension calculations.
The Senate also passed SB1313, which ended the free health insurance benefit for the
retirees and that will be a significant savings as well. There are approximately 85,000
employees currently receiving premium free healthcare.
A number of other Bills that are pertinent to Will County did pass. There were some
changes made to the personal property replacement tax to pay the Regional Superintendent of
Schools that was extended until 2013, which means about $13 million less will be received by
the local units of Government.
The Enterprise Zone has passed both Houses, not signed by the Governor yet, but it
makes improvements on the (inaudible) Economic Development and it extends the current
Enterprise Zones by 25 years. It will require performance and reviews midpoint.
429
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Mr. Moustis stated I would like to bring up Video Gaming in bars and restaurants. We
postponed action on this matter awaiting the rules from State of Illinois. My understanding is if the
Board takes no action, then it is allowed by default. I would ask Mr. Brooks to have the Legislative
Committee review the rules and as a Board get informed and make a decision for the unincorporated
areas. I ask my fellow Executive Committee members is this issue we should take up?
Mr. Brooks stated last year we had a lot of dialog about this. What was the end result? Did

Ms. Goodson responded no. The process took the full amount of time that they allotted for it.
The rules were finalized within the last few months.
Mr. Brooks stated did we take a position in Will County?
Mr. Adamic stated we were waiting for the rules.
Ms. Goodson stated the rules have been finalized and are available on the Illinois Gaming
Board’s website.
Mr. Adamic asked Mrs. Tatroe are there any approved establishments in unincorporated Will
County?
Mrs. Tatroe answered I don’t know for sure, but I believe there are.
Mr. Adamic stated if we as a Board say no we don’t allow it; but there are some with the
machines, where does that leave us?
Mr. Moustis stated my understanding is the State had us as not approving it, because of our
zoning ordinances, is that correct? We responded saying that we have not disallowed it.
Mrs. Tatroe responded we sent a letter that there were very specific types of instances.
Mr. Moustis stated I would still take a vote on it.
Mr. Harvey stated originally they picked up we had some ordinances on the subject and they
showed it as not allowed. The actual ordinance that prohibits it, is you cannot have one in an adult
entertainment establishment nor can you have one for public gambling. Neither applies to the
establishments that were eligible. There is at least one license that has been issued and more are
probably applying. That goes through the State Gaming and they do their own inspections.
Mr. Moustis asked does that mean we have allowed it by delaying it? There were certain
interests within this County who wanted to delay it and they were successfully and now we approved
it by default, is that what I am hearing?
Ms. Goodson replied I monitor that website routinely because there is an American Legion in
my district that has applied for a license. They have Will County down as an “M” for maybe.
Mr. Moustis stated I read that non-profits cannot have this; only bars and restaurants. Does
that mean that a VFW and American Legions are not allowed?
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Mrs. Tatroe stated I have not seen that, but we will do some research and get some answers
to you.
Mr. Moustis asked what is a non-profit?
Mrs. Tatroe responded anyone who does not pay taxes.
Mr. Brooks stated we will need to take a stand in order for it to change from maybe.
Mr. Maher asked is there a time frame on which we need to do that?

A motion was made by Mr. Moustis, seconded by Mrs. Zigrossi to move the Video Gaming
issue to the Legislative Committee. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.

NEW BUSINESS
Request for Intergovernmental Agreement for Electronic and Traditional Recycling
Drop-Off Services with Channahon Township
A motion was made by Mr. Adamic, second by Mr. Wilhelmi, to place a resolution on the
county board agenda for an Intergovernmental Agreement for Electronic and Traditional Recycling
Drop-Off Services with Channahon Township. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.

Request for Intergovernmental Agreement for Electronic and Traditional Recycling
Drop-Off Services with Washington Township
A motion was made by Mr. Howard, second by Ms. Winfrey, to place a resolution on the
county board agenda for an Intergovernmental Agreement for Electronic and Traditional Recycling
Drop-Off Services with Washington Township. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.

Request for Intergovernmental Agreement for Electronic and Traditional Recycling
Drop-Off Services with Romeoville
A motion was made by Mr. Maher, second by Ms. Winfrey, to place a resolution on the county
board agenda for an Intergovernmental Agreement for Electronic and Traditional Recycling Drop-Off
Services with Romeoville. All in favor.

MOTION CARRIES.

Request to Declare Seized Vehicles Surplus & Authorize Disposal
Ms. Weiss stated these are seized vehicles with a court disposition that now belong to the
County; they have been deemed non-usable.
Mr. Brooks asked why there were no keys for the vehicles?
Ms. Weiss gave background information on the seized vehicles.
Mr. Adamic stated I noticed we are turning these vehicles over to Clinton Autos, is that typical
of what we do? Have we tried E-Bay?
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violating your civil rights as well. He is here today to pass this out of committee and ask the
State of Illinois to pass legislation and stop violating all of our rights. You all took an oath to
uphold the constitution, ladies and gentlemen; the constitution has been under attack in Illinois
for decades. Our rights have been violated and now is the time to work on that oath. Please
pass this out of committee. Thank you.
William Krygsheld said he is a lifelong Will County resident and owns 2 businesses in

and one of the companies he is involved with does a lot of training and he hopes that this
county would support a decent amount of training for anyone who is willing to carry a concealed
weapon. He did not think the basic firearm instruction is enough and he would hope that they
would look at a separate instruction such as personal protection outside of the home. He would
feel safe around those types of people. Thank you.

A motion was made by Mr. Moran, second by Mr. Balich, to amend the resolution as
attached in the packet to include the language provided by Mr. Balich. On a roll call vote,
Balich, Bible, Collins, Moran, Howard voting yes.

MOTION CARRIES.

A motion was made by Mr. Balich, second by Ms. Collins, to approve the attached
resolution as amended. On a roll call vote, Balich, Collins, Moran, Howard voting yes, Bible
voting no.

MOTION CARRIES.

Update Re: Clean Construction Demolition Debris
A motion was made by Mr. Bible, second by Ms. Collins, to table the Clean Construction
Demolition Debris to the next meeting. On a roll call vote, Balich, Bible, Collins, Moran and
Howard voting yes.

MOTION CARRIES.

A motion was made by Mr. Bible to table the Video Gaming until next month.
Mr. Moustis stated he would like to at least hear the State’s Attorney’s opinion.
Mr. Bible withdrew his motion.
NEW BUSINESS
Video Gaming-Awaiting State’s Attorney’s Opinion
ASA Mary Tatroe advised regarding video gaming the statute clearly gives counties and
municipalities to prohibit video gaming within your jurisdiction. She did some research on the
effect if the County Board should choose to pass it now with some establishments that have
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already received a license. In doing so, she went to the gaming board website and included in
the application for a license is an acknowledgement by the applicant that the municipalities and
the counties have this right and if at any time the jurisdiction wherein they are located does in
fact prohibit video gaming, their license shall cease to exist and the state will pull it immediately.
Should the county decide to prohibit video gaming, anyone who presently has a license, that
license would terminate.

ASA Tatroe replied she believed there are people who do have licenses. The
acknowledgement that they are required to sign at the time of their application that they are not
receiving a property right. Should the county or municipality vote to prohibit video gaming within
their jurisdiction, then their license will cease to exist.
A motion was made by Mr. Bible, second by Ms. Collins, to table the video gaming
discussion until the next meeting. On a roll call vote, Balich, Bible, Collins, Moran and Howard
voting yes.

MOTION CARRIES.

Dean Olson, Director of Resource Recovery & Energy, stated he had a number of bills
along with his memo. Senator Holmes is sponsoring it and we have been working very hard on
this bill. We get calls daily regarding what to do with paint, how to get rid of it. I would like your
permission to speak with her and make that bill better.
Mr. Howard replied yes.
Other New Business-None
EXECUTIVE SESSION - None
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN
Mr. Howard stated that this was a very controversial issue. He had a majority of his
committee members ask that this be discussed. He does agree with Mr. Moustis that there are
times some of these issues are not County Board issues but at the same time he thinks that
what we became aware of today is that it is a moving target out there. The legislation is
continually changing and we will continue to monitor it. He also acknowledged that this will be
discussed with Speaker Brooks, Democratic Caucus Chair Zigrossi and Republican Caucus
Chair Moustis at leadership meeting. It was a hard vote today and a hard issue. He thanked
everyone for their patience.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Mr. Bible, second by Ms. Collins, to adjourn the meeting at
10:14 a.m. On a roll call vote, Balich, Bible, Collins, Moran and Howard all voting yes.
MOTION CARRIES.
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A motion was made by Mr. Balich, second by Mr. Moran, to accept the proposed
amended resolution and move it forward to County Board. On a roll call vote, Balich, Collins,
Moran and Howard voting yes; Rice voting no.

MOTION CARRIES.

Update Re: Clean Construction Demolition Debris

packet regarding the update on CCDD.
The committee agreed to carry this item forward to the next meeting.
Other Old Business - None
NEW BUSINESS
Video Gaming
Mr. Howard advised that he requested a written State’s Attorney opinion regarding this
video gaming. There seems to be a concern with existing licenses which are addressed but it
would be beneficial if the committee could review this in writing.
Other New Business - None
EXECUTIVE SESSION - None
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN
Mr. Howard stated he had some discussions with staff regarding meeting with the local
drainage districts for possible legislation. We seem to have a situation where as the county
becomes more urbanized there is a conflict with the agricultural communities. The agricultural
communities in the past maintained the drainage areas, meaning the creeks. As they seem go
to out of existence, we have a problem with flooding and creation of new flood plains right now
with the beaver dams blocking the streams and creeks. This is something we need to address.
He has spoken with leadership regarding this matter who agrees we should look into and would
be proponents to legislation that would correct this in the future.
Deputy Chief Johannsen stated that she would like to invite the county’s stormwater
engineer to come to the next committee meeting so he can advise and streamline us as to
where we should be headed. We have an engineer on staff that deals with this and requested
permission to invite him to the next meeting.
Mr. Howard agreed.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Mr. Moran, second by Mr. Balich, to adjourn the meeting at
8:42 a.m. On a roll call vote, Balich, Collins, Moran, Rice and Howard voting yes.
MOTION CARRIES.
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OLD BUSINESS
Update Re: Clean Construction Demolition Debris
Dave Hartke from Resource Recovery & Energy Department (formerly Waste Services)
who works with Dean Olson and is an inspector for the clean fill sites stated they pre-filed the
comments/testimony yesterday with the Illinois Pollution Control Board. This is our attempt to

having the groundwater monitoring system at these sites. We have testimony that will be
presented to them at the hearing next Monday or Tuesday, depending on the length of the
hearing. We will then wait for a ruling from the Pollution Control Board. There is no legislation
timeline they need to follow.
Ms. Goodson inquired if anyone else has pre-filed testimony.
Mr. Hartke replied there are others but the deadline was yesterday. We were advised to
wait until the last day to file. We should be able to access the Illinois Pollution Control website
to look at R12-9. Dean Olson is going on May 20th for a hearing before the board in Springfield.
Other Old Business
Mr. Moustis inquired about the video gambling.
Mr. Howard advised we will put that on in the future.
Mr. Moustis said he thought this was time sensitive because the more time that goes by
without the board taking a vote, there are bars moving forward and you hate to have them start
this and then later having to tell them to cease the activity. Business owners as well as the
public should know if the county is in favor of it or not.
NEW BUSINESS
RTA- Request to Discuss Resolution in Support of Getting America to Work
Coalition
Mr. Howard inquired if anyone wanted to discuss the resolution presented today.
Mr. Moustis stated he supports public transportation but we support these initiatives and
see very little investment in the southern region. He knows there is no way to ensure that more
investment comes down this way but we support it, we pay our taxes into and we don’t receive
much. He didn’t know how we can say we support it but we would like to see more investment
in the southern region.
Mr. Friefeld advised that we could add some additional language on this resolution to
send that message while we support funding from the federal government we would like to see
greater funding coming to Will County.
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Executive Committee

IX.

1.

Update of Radio System Bid Responses
(Ed Bean/Jack Hart)

2.

Public Building Commission - Employee Movement
(Nick Palmer/Bruce Tidwell)

3.

Authorizing Two Year Contract Extension for Telecommunications Local &
Long Distance Service
(Mike Kluga)

4.

Declaring Sheriff's Seized Vehicles Surplus & Authorizing Disposal
(Rita Weiss)

5.

Declaring Vehicles as Surplus & Authorizing Disposal
(Rita Weiss)

6.

Authorizing the County Executive to Execute the Amended
Intergovernmental Sponsorship Participation Agreement with Monee
Township for Continuation in the Will County Mobility Management
Project
(Wendie Garlich)

7.

Authorizing the County Executive to Execute an Amended
Intergovernmental Sponsorship Participation Agreement with Peotone
Township for Will County Mobility Management Project
(Wendie Garlich)

8.

Setting Salary of the Will County Board of Review
(Bruce Friefeld)

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

J. Moustis, Chair

ACCEPT COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENT REQUESTS
1.

Motion to Accept Committee Assignment Requests, as Amended
Mr. Moustis stated there is one additional request, to add SB1532 to the legislative &
policy committee.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

X.

ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Suzanne Hart, Member
Mike Fricilone, Member
Moustis, Maher, Brooks Jr., Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Bennefield, Freitag

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Ms. Linda Arnold addressed the committee regarding the video gaming ordinance.
According to the Illinois Gaming Board website, they have a published list in Will County;
there are several villages that have opted out or have ordinances. In unincorporated Will
County, there are no ordinances banning video gaming. We have the criteria for trucks
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stops to obtain a video gaming license. There is a developer that is looking to develop
property at 194th and Harlem and would qualify for a video gaming license. We are
asking for an ordinance that truck stops and gas stations less than 500 feet from single
family home not be allowed.

XI.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS

XII.

EXECUTIVE SESSION - NECESSARY TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION
Mr. Moustis stated an executive session was necessary to discuss pending litigation.
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Ms. Sandy Rennie read statement, as attached, requesting the passage of an ordinance
requiring a gas station adjacent to a residential neighborhood obtain a special use permit
prior to receiving approval for this property usage.

Motion to go into executive session at 11:33 AM to discuss pending litigation.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Mike Fricilone, Member
Charles E. Maher, Vice Chair
Moustis, Maher, Brooks Jr., Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Bennefield, Freitag

Mr. Moustis announced they were now in executive session.
Motion to come out of executive session at 11:58 AM
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Donald Gould, Member
Donald A. Moran, Member
Moustis, Maher, Brooks Jr., Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Bennefield, Freitag

Motion to concur with the recommendation from the State's Attorney's Office.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:

XIII.

APPROVED [8 TO 1]
Donald A. Moran, Member
Mike Fricilone, Member
Moustis, Maher, Brooks Jr., Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Gould
Bennefield, Freitag

ADJOURNMENT
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department to address situations in those circumstances where someone has
intentionally and specifically shined a spotlight into a neighbor's window.
Mr. DuBois stated another resolution for outdoor lighting needs to be added and
moved forward to County Board.
2.

Finance
Mr. Fricilone reviewed the resolutions under the Finance Committee.
Public Works & Transportation
Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

3.

Mr. Gould reviewed the resolutions under Public Works and Transportation.
4.

Judicial
No report.

5.

Public Health & Safety
Mrs. Ogalla advised there will be a Public Hearing at the County Board meeting for
the Will County Chapter 53 of the Water Well Permit and Water Supply
Ordinance. The Regional Office of Education Quarterly Report would be placed on
file as well as the resolutions moving forward.

6.

Legislative & Policy
Mrs. Hart reviewed the resolution moving forward.

7.

Capital Improvements
Mr. Fricilone reviewed the resolution moving forward.

8.
Motion to hold Public Hearing Re: Liquor LIcense
Mr. Moustis stated he would like to establish some public hearings that would
take place at the first Executive Committee meeting next month, March 5, 2015.
One would be a public hearing on the liquor license ordinance. The board is
working on some changes which deal with the amount of liquor licenses being
issued and address the concentration of liquor licenses within an area. Mr. Friefeld
will be working with ASA Tatroe and Mr. Harvey on the language changes. He
requested a motion to hold a public hearing.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Judy Ogalla, Member
Charles E. Maher, Vice Chair
Moustis, Maher, Brooks Jr., Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Bennefield, Freitag

Motion to Hold Public Re: Video Gaming
Mr. Moustis advised the other item is the video gaming in bars; anyone who holds
a liquor license and truck stops if it is classified as a truck stop.
Will County, Illinois
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ASA Tatroe stated there are delineations such as commercial parking. It also talks
about diesel fuel and the level of goods being sold. There are specific
requirements to be categorized as truck stops and not just a gas station.
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Mr. Moustis reviewed that the County has the option to opt in or opt out. If you
opt out the State of Illinois will not issue any licenses. This board decided to wait
for the rules. Nothing was determined once rules were established and then the
State of Illinois took the position, even though there was no opt in or opt out, and
we have no ordinance that prohibits it which means they can have it. For those
who have been issued, they should be able to continue.
ASA Tatroe said that is typically how it works; you can't take their rights away.
Mr. Moustis inquired if we have the ability to determine we do not want it in any
convenience stores, liquor or no liquor.
ASA Tatroe replied she would have to research that issue.
Mrs. Ogalla requested a copy of the Public Notice the County Board staff provides
to the certain papers so she can provide papers out her way with the notice.
Mrs. Johannsen advised we publish in the Farmers Weekly and Herald News.
Mr. Friefeld stated a copy of the public notice would be provided to all board
members.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Suzanne Hart, Member
Herbert Brooks Jr., Member
Moustis, Maher, Brooks Jr., Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Bennefield, Freitag

IX.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Heard after #5 on the agenda.

X.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT / ANNOUNCEMENTS
None.

XI.

EXECUTIVE SESSION - NECESSARY TO DISCUSS LABOR NEGOTIATIONS
This was moved to the first item under New Business.

XII.

APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY BOARD AGENDA
1.

Will County, Illinois

Approval of February 19, 2015 County Board Agenda
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RESULT:
TO:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

March 5, 2015

MOVED FORWARD [UNANIMOUS]
Will County Board
Ragan Freitag, Member
Herbert Brooks Jr., Member
Moustis, Maher, Bennefield, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran,
Ogalla
Weigel

2.

Public Hearing to Solicit Public Comments Regarding the Possible Prohibition of
Video Gaming in Unincorporated Will County

3.

Motion to open public hearing at 10:24 AM to discuss video gaming
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

4.

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)
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APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Suzanne Hart, Member
Donald A. Moran, Member
Moustis, Maher, Bennefield, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran,
Ogalla
Weigel

Statements Made During Public Hearing
Diane Rivera stated they have a gaming machine in the store and has had no
problems with it. We receive extra income so we can hire more employees. We
are a 24 hour location and always feel safe.
Len McEnery, owner of local gas stations and currently has 6 locations overall.
Two have gaming. Five of the locations are in Will County. He is looking to build
three locations all in Will County with one under Will County licensing. He prefers
Will County as a place to build so he is asking for their support. Video gaming and
packaged liquor is part of our business plan. Most of the locations employ 50
employees and are paid approximately $5.50 over minimum wage. Both sides
benefit financially from gaming. A year and 1/2 ago he was turned down for
special use permits to build a location on Harlem Avenue in Will County. He was
going to build a gas station, store and while going through the process, he then
hears video gaming and possibly liquor licenses are trying to be frozen. They all
feel safer with the gaming, there are people around, it is a neighborhood get
together and you wouldn't even know the video gaming people are in there. The
financial benefits help us run a better operation. It is a friendly business;
customers like it. Regarding the liquor license there are a lot of people who come
out of there. The one in Crete is number one and then comes 197th and Harlem,
him, Route 30 and Harlem, 191st and LaGrange Road. He doesn't want these
things chipped away because he believes it hurts everybody. He is asking for their
support to keep the gaming and the liquor in place.
B. M. Scott stated he lives in Will County, Tinley Park, Illinois and is in favor of
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video gambling. He is 72 years old and enjoys it and has never seen a problem.
This man runs a beautiful, clean place at 191st and 88th Avenue. He pays his
employees over the minimum wage. He is tired of paying taxes; his are almost
$10,000.00 and he has been retired since 1988.
Lyman Tieman stated he signed up to speak but others in the audience have more
facts to present to the committee so he would like to pass for the moment.
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Michael Gelatka stated he is president of the Illinois Gaming Machine Operators
Association. They represent the video gaming industry and its locations and
operators. He grew up in unincorporated Will County in Crete. Throughout the
state video gaming has not only helped state municipal governments with their
budgets. More importantly it has great benefits on small businesses throughout
the state. It also includes approximately 28 businesses in unincorporated Will
County that video gaming has helped bring additional revenue to the businesses.
In 2015 unincorporated Will County is likely to earn over $176,000.00 in video
gaming taxes. That amounts to 105% of what Will County received in sales tax
revenue from all food and beverage places in unincorporated Will County. He
distributed a document showing the revenue and believed it should be considered
when deciding what to do with video gaming. Considering the close proximity of
unincorporated Will County to Indiana, it seems unproductive to prevent many
businesses in that region to not be able to use video gaming to bring Indiana
customers into Will County. Personally his family is looking into a bankrupt
business where the bank owns the land. One of the most important items to make
this investment worthwhile is the reality of video gaming and for the business to
bring in customers from northwest Indiana. He provided his card should anyone
want to contact him.
William Roberts said he is a customer of the car wash and gas station. He has a
nice business and shows and cares about the place. He has free vacuums which
helps the community.
Mr. Moustis stated this is not about any particular location. This came up because
it appears you are making it about your client. This came about because other
members of this board and this committee were concerned about the
proliferation of these boutique gambling places. This is not about a gas station
your client wants to build. He understands the gentleman runs a nice operation
but this is about whether we should allow video gaming, the plus and minuses of
video gambling in unincorporated Will County.
Mr. Roberts understood what was being said, came on his own time and would
look at these standards to set up these types of gaming things. The way it is set up
at his place, it is open to the area but also concealed at the same time. There is
only enough room for the people who are sitting there. Maybe it is a concern that
people will be hanging out there who shouldn't be there. There is no room for
Will County, Illinois
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anyone to hang out there. He inquired if the county can put a motion forward
stating establishments must meet certain standards.
Mr. Moustis replied it is state regulated, not the county.
Mr. Roberts stated the gaming is state regulated but how they are set up could be
regulated within your county to be in a certain way. He didn't believe there would
be any problems if it was regulated correctly.
Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

Tom Swoik, Executive Director of the Illinois Casino Association. He represents 8
out of the 10 casinos including the 2 in Joliet. Mr. Swoik read his prepared
statement as attached.
Sandra Wortham stated she is Chair of the No Casinos Cafe Coalition and read her
prepared statement as attached.
Mrs. Ogalla inquired why a person would choose to go to a cafe versus a VFW
which is existing today or restaurant.
Mrs. Wortham replied she did not know. These cafes are not investing into the
infrastructure or atmosphere of the community. She suggested they may want a
game and some place not so public. She also provided a screen shot map showing
communities have been overrun.
Mrs. Hart stated she is hitting on a local level and inquired if Mrs. Wortham was
planning on taking to Springfield on a state level.
Mrs. Wortham replied people they have engaged were requested to contact their
state representatives requesting action on the loophole. They are encouraging
local action but when the time comes we will try to galvanize the supporters to
speak on this on a state level.
Attorney Paul Jonson stated for the last 5 years he has been involved in the
gaming act and has represented significant percentages of our license
manufactures, distributors, terminal operators, suppliers as well as locations.
Video gaming in general has been a very good thing for Illinois. We expect gaming
taxes will amount to about $300 million in 2015 and municipalities are doing well
along with that. There have been new jobs created as well as jobs being retained
where if video gaming was not in place, these people would not have retained
their employment. He is in support of video gaming.
John Jesernik, security and compliance director for Fair Share Gaming LLC who is a
licensed terminal operator in Illinois. This means we provide the video gaming
terminals for establishments. He has provided a business card should anyone have
any questions. They do not have any cafe establishments but do have 2
Will County, Illinois
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establishments that are seeking a license in unincorporated Will County. Those
owners are present.
Mr. Maher inquired how many dollars is the state expending in mental health
costs; families losing homes and other negative sides. Did he have those types of
numbers?
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Mr. Jesernik replied he did not have those numbers. The act does put a
percentage of revenue towards that.
Mr. Maher advised he wanted to know what the cost is to the communities, the
state in a much more global factor.
Mr. Moustis advised discussion would be continued outside of the public hearing;
this was just for comments.
5.

Motion to close public hearing at 11:05 AM
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

6.

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Mike Fricilone, Member
Darren Bennefield, Member
Moustis, Maher, Bennefield, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran,
Ogalla
Weigel

Discussion Re: Video Gaming
(Jim Moustis)
Mr. Moustis stated previously in 2012 we were going to take this issue up but the
decision was made by the County Board to wait until we see the rules. The rules
came out and we never opted in or out. The state takes this as a default of opting
in because we do not have an ordinance that prohibits video gaming. It was
presented to us that it would be in age restricted establishments or age restricted
areas of an establishment; it had to be with a liquor license primarily. It would go
in neighborhood establishments and small businesses.
Mr. Moustis stated now we see this loose interpretation by the state which Mrs.
Hart brought to the committee with concern about these betting parlors where
the primary business/income came from gambling. It was never meant to be
someone's primary business. He has a problem with these parlors and has never
been a supporter of these localized gaming. He is not sure gaming belongs in
convenience stores, local bars, liquor stores, etc. He does not know if we have the
ability to affect that statute. In unincorporated Will County, we have 150 deputies
on the road for a large county operating 24/7 so our ability to monitor it is
difficult. Do we then change the liquor ordinance and say the liquor commissioner
will police it which he believed was not in our current liquor ordinance. We could
change that. The County Executive is our Liquor Commissioner and then he would
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have people who oversee the liquor licenses and make regular visits. He wanted
to see what ability we have to restrict and/or how we might monitor it better.
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Mr. Fricilone stated he is not in favor of gambling and the State of Illinois and the
county allowed it to happen and felt we should not restrict businesses that we
allow to come in to have it so they can compete fairly with those businesses that
already have it. However, it should be in businesses where it is a supplement to
their main purpose of income and help them pay the rent or pay a higher salary to
their employees. He favors restructuring how we allow our liquor licenses so we
can exclude the cafes whose whole purpose is gaming first, everything else
second. We currently allow a number of 150 liquor licenses although we only have
57 so we may be able to reduce that number down so we don't have a
proliferation of even more liquor establishments coming in. To restrict video
gaming licenses to establishments that are out there now but may have not
applied yet just gives them a negative against those people they have to compete
with who already may have it.
Mrs. Hart stated the big issue with this gambling was the dollars going over to
capital. She has been against the gambling due to people not being able to pay
their mortgage and ending up on the street. We have more gambling licenses in
Illinois than Nevada. She believed we now have the ability to stop these cafes.
Mr. Moran agreed with Mr. Fricilone that we have allowed some establishments
to have it. He did not believe any of them thought video casino cafes are a good
idea. He did not see much in the statute allowing us to regulate it other than
issuance of liquor licenses. We have to be careful on how we word the liquor
ordinance.
Mr. Bennefield agreed and requested samples of ordinances or resolutions from
other counties on how they are dealing with this.
Ms. Freitag stated she concurs with everyone else but the frustration is the
intention of this legislation and that we are trying to fix it.
Mr. Brooks expressed whenever it comes to anything that will bring additional tax
dollars to Illinois and Will County we need it however his vote for video gaming
will be no because he understands the effect it will have on our residents. He has
some concerns regarding the moral effect it has on our county.
Mr. Maher stated when legislation is not well thought out, we don't look at all the
pros and cons of the legislation and where the impact is going to be all down the
line that we now have to come back and rethink it. We see what human behavior
takes place especially in an area of gambling which has compulsive behavior that
is not controllable. There is a difference between budgeting your money for play
and throwing your money away. Our government is not set up with a tax base to
Will County, Illinois
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go in and not utilize the revenues we get from our tax in a good way that we have
to look for other ways to capture money by looking at the problem community
that has no way to control it. We have to be good stewards of our tax dollars. We
have to know what the state will allow us to do.
Mr. Gould advised he has no comment until the State's Attorney issues an
opinion.
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Mrs. Ogalla agreed with the previous comments and thinks it is good. There are a
lot of businesses in their district and they like to have the ability to have the
gaming machines. She thought these little cafes is where there will be a
neighborhood thing where people would go and just spend money because it is so
close and convenient, they might be spending money poorly.
Mr. Moustis asked ASA Tatroe if we have the ability to draft an ordinance that
deals with video gaming, where it can't exceed 20% of your business or revenue or
limit of hours and what do we have at our disposal as far as restrictions.
ASA Tatroe replied with regard to the actual gaming statute, the only
authorization the county was given was to outright prohibit it. The only other
limitations with regard to hours that go along with the hours the establishment
can run based on its liquor license. It is tied together. She drafted amendments to
the liquor ordinance that would limit the number of licenses so you can control it
in that way. As far as the gaming ordinance the only option you have is to prohibit
it and since you have licenses out there already, those would have to be
grandfathered in because you could not take those away.
Mr. Moustis suggested not moving this to the full county board at this time but to
continue it after we have discussions on the liquor licenses and whether we are
going to restrict the liquor licenses which will be our control mechanism moving
forward.
Mr. Moran suggested we prepare something and send it to the legislative
committee to put on our legislative agenda.
Mr. Moustis concurred but in the meantime we have to be able to control this
somehow. He inquired if municipalities who have home rule have different
options.
ASA Tatroe replied she thought they may very well have. She was checking to see
if there is limitation on home rule authority. If there is not then certainly home
rule municipalities have more latitude to regulate.
Mr. Maher inquired if we can do anything within our liquor ordinance that reduces
the number of machines someone could have.
Will County, Illinois
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ASA Tatroe replied no, that is all regulated by the state. You can set the board's
parameters within your liquor ordinance as to what type of establishments are
eligible for the type of liquor licenses that would allow to have gaming places. The
only establishment which does not have to have a liquor license under the state
statute is a truck stop. They have to meet certain parameters to be a truck stop.
All other establishments must be able to serve liquor; it can't just be a package
liquor license, they have to be able to pour and serve liquor.
Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

Mr. Moustis stated we are going to see if we can satisfy the majority through
amending the liquor license ordinance. Our only other option is to opt out or opt
in.
Mrs. Hart advised we should continue discussion and review other resolutions
that have been put out.
Mr. Moustis replied ASA Tatroe is saying we do not have the ability to create an
ordinance that affects video gambling.
ASA Tatroe stated she did not see anything in the statute that allows us to pick
and choose what type of licenses we will allow and which ones we will prohibit.
There has been legislation introduced in the past few years opposing those types
of structures and they have not made it through the state legislature. This has not
been litigated so she is unable to provide a definitive answer until the courts rule.
Mr. Moustis stated he did not believe we can wait for legislation that may never
come.
Mr. Balich stated Homer Glen stopped some from coming in by zoning. The
ordinance states it has to be a certain size with a certain size kitchen. We can also
do that.
Mr. Moustis replied we do something like that in our current ordinance in relation
to liquor licenses; there is certain criteria that you have to meet. We may be able
to address this in our zoning ordinance as well as our liquor license ordinance.
Mr. Maher stated we could opt out, grandfather everyone that currently is in
there, wait for the state to make some decisions and/or give us more authority
and then review the legislation at that time and make decisions accordingly.
Mr. Moustis suggested we will leave this on the agenda for continued discussion.
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RESULT:
TO:

7.

CONTINUED
Will County Republican Caucus

March 5, 2015
Next: 4/2/2015 10:00 AM

Discussion Re: Amending Chapter 110: Alcoholic Beverages of the Will County
Code of Ordinances
(Jim Moustis)

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

ASA Tatroe advised currently the county has 150 licenses available to be issued.
We only have 57 licenses in unincorporated Will County. You can reduce the
licenses down to the number you actually have, 57 and then the lower number
with each class would be the one you reduce it to. After you reduce the number
down, you would require anyone who requested a liquor license to come in and
ask for an amendment to the ordinance to get that. You would have to go through
the public hearing process and increase the number when someone wants a
license. You can then individually analyze if that is an appropriate use based on
public health, welfare and safety of the county, the density, how many liquor
license are already in that area and whether it is a proper use in that area. All of
these items can be considered on a case by case basis. There are several licenses
that are temporary in nature which she felt you would not want to come to you so
she included a provision at the end of the paragraph that gives the Will County
Liquor Commissioner the discretion to issue temporary type license. Those would
be for special events where a restaurant is holding an outdoor beer garden for a
weekend.
Mr. Moustis advised he strongly favor this change. He thinks we should bring it
down to the current licenses that are issued and giving us the opportunity to
review any further liquor licenses by having to come to the County Board to
amend the ordinance. This is done by municipalities. It would allow us the ability
to take a harder look at exactly where licenses are going.
Mr. Moustis stated we would have to hold a public hearing next month and then
move it on to the County Board agenda in April. He agreed bringing it down to the
current number but if something is in the works, then we should be advised. We
may leave one or two licenses out there, rounding it to 60. He stated if Executive
Committee agreed we can move it forward to April and have the public hearing.
He inquired if we can merge some of the classifications.
ASA Tatroe stated you have 13 different classes and you may want to merge some
of them. We would have to review the definitions to determine which ones would
be appropriate to merge. We need to look at the possible unforeseen
consequences because you may have a lot of licenses out there for a type of use
you did not want.
V.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS

VI.

NEW BUSINESS
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Minutes

Will County Executive Committee

March 12, 2015

RESULT:
TO:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

2.

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

We currently have positions in the County Executive’s budget that we are not
filling because of this process. In the long term there will be additional savings and
hopefully we will be able to streamline this.
Mr. Moustis noted this has been an ongoing discussion. This takes the PBC
employees and moves them to County Executive branch of county government.
We are taking on some new buildings and this move will help us in bringing on
additional staff - the Recorder of Deeds and Coroner Building, the First Midwest
Bank Building. He assumes they will take on those buildings.
Mr. Palmer indicated currently the Sheriff maintains the Eagle Building; when they
move we believe that will be handled by the County Executive maintenance
department, not the Sheriff’s department.
Ms. Freitag arrived at this juncture.
Mr. Moustis commented this is the right move to make. This allows the movement
to take place and then we will get into negotiating with the union on placement of
people and wages; there are different wage scales and job descriptions.
Mr. Palmer indicated we have had some informal conversations with the union.
Until we move them over and begin that process of formal recognition of those
employees; we have already filed paperwork with the state Board of Labor. Right
now until this happens we cannot negotiate at this point.
MOVED FORWARD [UNANIMOUS]
Will County Board
Charles E. Maher, Vice Chair
Herbert Brooks Jr., Member
Moustis, Maher, Bennefield, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Ogalla,
Weigel
Moran

Disc Re: Ordinance Prohibiting Video Gaming in Unincorporated Will County Added
(Jim Moustis)
Mr. Moustis indicated he was hoping to bring this forward for a vote. The process
is that Mrs. Tatroe will prepare the ordinance prohibiting video gaming in
unincorporated Will County. We will hold a public hearing at the executive
committee meeting on April 2nd.
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March 12, 2015

Judicial
No report.

5.

Public Health & Safety
Mrs. Ogalla stated we are renewing 2 contracts at Sunny Hill.

6.

Legislative & Policy
No report.
Capital Improvements

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

7.

Ms. Freitag noted we are awarding a contract for the remodeling for the Sheriff’s
department at the First Midwest Building

8.

Executive
Mr. Moustis asked if there were any questions.

IX.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Ms. Linda Arnold addressed the committee regarding video gaming
Mr. Moustis stated there will be a public hearing at the executive committee meeting on April
2nd.
Ms. Sandie Rennie stated we are very passionate about the situation.
Pat Hensley, Executive Director of Senior Services of Will County distributed a letter requesting a
financial contribution from the county; thank you for considering our request.

X.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT / ANNOUNCEMENTS

XI.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
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Minutes

Will County Executive Committee
WC Executive Committee - Assignment Meeting - Mar 5, 2015 10:00 AM
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

2.

WC Executive Committee - Board Agenda Setting Meeting - Mar 12, 2015 10:00
AM
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

3.

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Tom Weigel, Member
Herbert Brooks Jr., Member
Moustis, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Maher, Bennefield

Executive Comm Executive Session Minutes 12mar15
(Executive Comm)
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

IV.

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Herbert Brooks Jr., Member
Mike Fricilone, Member
Moustis, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Maher, Bennefield

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

1.

April 2, 2015

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Mike Fricilone, Member
Judy Ogalla, Member
Moustis, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Maher, Bennefield

OLD BUSINESS
1.

Public Hearing Re: Ordinance Prohibiting Video Gaming in Unincorporated Will
County
Motion to Open Public Hearing at 10:11 AM
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Mike Fricilone, Member
Tom Weigel, Member
Moustis, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Maher, Bennefield

Comments Made During Public Hearing
Mr. John Saccomanno read the attached statement.
Ms. Linda Arnold read the attached statement.
Ms. Linda Arnold read the attached letter from Mr. Glenn Arnold and Ms.
Georgeanne Pitrowski; in addition several letters from neighbors were placed on
file and are attached.
Will County, Illinois
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Ms. Beth Kendall stated thank you for letting us speak. The reason we have not
filled this place with our neighborhood is that we have been blindsided. This is the
third time we have been here on this issue. My feeling is that this is going too fast.
As we speak they are digging holes for this establishment. Which in the past it was
determined this is not the appropriate place for this type of establishment.

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

Mr. Moustis stated we are taking testimony on video gaming at this time and I ask
you to keep your comments to video gaming.
Ms. Kendall continued the purpose I want to get across is because this is moving
so fast and there is no ordinance, there are no limitations, there are no
parameters for the video gaming licenses, for packaged liquor sales; my request is
that you take some time to look at it. We know this is not a good place for this
establishment and to add to it without proper thought is a detriment to our
community.
Mr. Wayne Kendall stated I think the previous comments covered everything I
wanted to say. This as been going on for two years and we are at our wits ends. To
add slot machines into a place that will be selling liquor, having trucks runs and a
convenience store open 24 hours a day 7 days a week, mere yards away from a
home with young children and senior citizens is inexcusable. This morning I took a
picture of the fencing along where they are digging is only about 15 to 20 yards
away from a house with a swing set and a sandbox.
Ms. Camille Tess stated I am speaking for both me and my husband. We are both
against video gambling in unincorporated Will County.
Ms. Charlotte Harrington stated as a small business owner and working mother of
five, I would like to feel that State and local ordinances would be in place to
protect the safety of my home and family. Video gambling will change how this
gas station is utilized and how it is perceived. It will no longer be a quick stop, get
gas and pick up something up from the convenience store; it will become a
destination; a place where customers and semi-truck drivers come and have down
time. I have nothing against semi-truck drivers, my husband is one and I employee
many of them. I do object to is the parking, idling and the amount of time spent
on property and when does it turn into an actual working truck stop. Businesses
grow and video gambling and gaming will promote growth that is counter intuitive
to a residential neighborhood. The County has gone to bat for us and all
homeowners in quiet residential areas even though the cards seem to be stacked
against us. Must we continue to fight for peace of mind as unscrupulous business
owners find loopholes like the small patch of unincorporated land at the entrance
of our neighborhood. I would like to as the Township, State, County and Gaming
Board to think carefully before making decisions that will affect our neighborhood
and what presidents is set for the thousands of others like us.
Will County, Illinois
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Mr. Gary Rennie read the attached statement and presented a letter from Tinley
Park Mayor, Ed Zabrocki and the Dave Roman Family also attached.
Ms. Melynda Litchfield read the attachment statement.

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

Ms. Kathy Gilroy stated I don't live in Will County, but this issue is of great
importance to me. I would echo everything that Ms. Litchfield just said. My
community does allow video gambling and in a short time we have several mini
casinos along Roosevelt Road. The whole purpose of passing this was to allow the
extra help to the local bars and restaurants. When you have these independent
mini casinos they are competition for the local bars and restaurants. Once they
are in there is no going back. There is legislation now that would limit the min
casinos in Springfield, but if they are already there they will be grandfathered in.
There is no rush to do this, wait and see what is going to happen in Springfield. I
would urge you to consider banning video gaming in Will County.
Ms. Sandra Rennie read the attached statement.
Mr. Fricilone asked Mrs. Tatroe to comment on the grandfathering in of the video
ordinance. What happens when they renew their license, are they still
grandfathered or if the law is enacted would they lose the ability to reapply?
Mrs. Tatroe replied I don't think they do as long as it is the same site they will not
lose the ability to reapply.
Mr. Moustis stated I get the impression that people have the wrong impression of
what the Will County Board can do. We don't have the ability to alter the
regulations to the statutes.
Mrs. Tatroe continued the State Legislature granted the authority to the State
Gaming Board to develop regulations. They did not give that to the counties or
municipalities. The only authority the State Legislature granted to the counties
and municipalities was to out right prohibit the gaming. Some of the Home Rule
municipalities may have more latitude, but we are not Home Rule and it will not
apply to Will County. Again your only authority in regulating gaming is to prohibit
it. You have some latitude in an indirect way regulate through the liquor licenses
and a small amount through zoning.
Mr. Moustis stated why has this taken so long for the Board to take up, since this
has been enacted for four or five years? We were taking up the issue several years
ago and the Board decided to wait until the regulations were written. When we
started this we were given the impression this would be an activity that would be
restricted to age restricted establishments, bars and restaurants, in the adult
beverage area. It would be in places where licenses were for on-premise
Will County, Illinois
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consumption and would not include package liquor licenses. The rules would be
written, but that was what we could expect. We decided to wait for the rules and
now the rules are here. The rules could not be more liberal and open, they allow
just about everyone to have a machine, not just age restricted establishments. We
never anticipated it would grow to the cafes, convenience stores and gas stations.
Will County has an established casino industry that has many rules and
regulations. The State of Illinois made sure that these areas were age restricted,
they would have rules that pertained to those with gambling addictions, they
contribute into funds for people with addictions and there was a considerable
contribution to the local host communities. I would have had no objection if this
had stayed in bars and service organizations, such as the VFW, American Legion
and Elks Club. The rules were far more liberal than I expected. Now that we have
seen the rules until the State Legislature cleans this up, I think we should opt out
of this activity.
Mr. Fricilone stated I want to take a different point of view. I was not for gambling
when the State did it and I was not in favor when we let it come here, but it is
here in Will County. We have 27 licenses right now and there are 57 liquor
licenses. Ms. Litchfield said it well, it does create unfair competition. My concern
is that we don't have control to limit the individual kind of places that are allowed
to get licenses, we have to follow the State rules, we are either in or out, if we are
out at this point those 27 establishment have the advantage over the others that
want to get a video gaming license. I believe many of these with licenses are the
VFW and American Legions and should they make a mistake submitting their
renewal they will be done, the lose their licenses if we enact this law. I agree that
the mini casinos should have never happened, but it did and that can be
controlled if we set the liquor licenses and did nothing on the video gaming that
means only 57-60 people could have gaming. Truck stops may not be the best
place to having video gaming, but that is in the State law. I think it would be good
for us to create a Resolution that we send to the State asking them to change the
law to be more restrictive based on restrictions we think are fair. We can't stop in
the middle.
Motion to Come Out of Public Hearing at 10:55 AM
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

2.

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Donald A. Moran, Member
Ragan Freitag, Member
Moustis, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Maher, Bennefield

Ordinance Prohibiting Video Gaming in Unincorporated Will County
(Jim Moustis)
Mr. Moran stated I am concerned about the proliferation of these things in places
that was never intended. We do have the ability to limit them by the number of
liquor licenses. That will not help us with the truck stops, then it goes into the
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retail portion that may or may not be age restricted access. The other aspect is
that a certain percentage of this was to fund capital projects of the State. I would
like to see this go to the Legislative Committee and we should come up with some
sort of recommendations to send to our lobbyist and legislators on what
regulations we would like to see.

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

Mr. Weigel stated I think we have enough video gaming places in the County and
we should prohibit any further proliferation. We should proceed as quickly as
possible to prohibit further video gaming.
Mrs. Ogalla stated I think it is important to protect the quality of life of the
residents and we need to look these truck stops and the locations where they can
be built. Are there restrictions on where truck stops can be build?
Mrs. Tatroe answered I don't think we having control except zoning.
Mr. Moustis clarified under our Ordinance it is a by right permitted use under
certain zonings. If the zoning is there they can do it; other things such as liquor,
drive-thru require special use, but the gas station itself is there by right.
Mrs. Ogalla asked could we change our zoning regarding gas stations?
Mr. Moustis replied we could change it to make all gas stations or truck stops a
special use.
Mr. Moran cautioned against changing the zoning simply to limit video gaming.
Mrs. Hart stated being the Chair of the Legislative Committee, this is something
that has gotten out of control. It's not too late, so let's make this happen.
Mr. Fricilone stated everyone keeps asking who is enforcing this? From what I
understand the Illinois Gaming Board is enforcing and if they get caught their
business gets shut down, not just the video gaming for 30 days. This is not
something they will take a chance with, they will follow the rules.
Mr. Brooks stated we are concerned with all of Will County, and our decisions
affect the entire County. I would be opposed to video gaming.
Mr. Moustis stated many of the speakers today are from my District. When you
talk about controlling this through the liquor licenses, 60% of the liquor licenses
issued in Will County are in District #8 and #2. It is easy to say you are going to
restrict it by liquor licenses, when you don't have the liquor licenses in your
District. In my District you could have mini Las Vegas strips they are so close
together. It does affect the community. You cannot control this with liquor
licenses because they are very concentrated in certain areas of unincorporated
Will County, Illinois
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Will County. When I was in retail, if I had to depend on video gaming to keep my
businesses open, then I should not have been there in the first place. A good retail
location will make you more competitive than a bad location. Video gaming will
not put you at a disadvantage, your location and business plan will.

Attachment: Minutes Re Video Gaming 2009-2015 (Disc Re: Opt in to Video Gaming)

Mr. Balich stated we cannot have government regulate how you live, we are
talking about gambling. You can gamble on your personal computer, at the
grocery store you can buy lotto tickets; are we going to ban lottery tickets and
monitor personal computers? If we have too many places with video gambling
they will go out of business.
Mr. Fricilone clarified when I said competitive I meant to people who already have
a license, they have an advantage. If we could say no licenses and the ones who
have them now are taken away I'm for that.
Mr. Moustis stated this County Board was negligent by not taking up the issues
from the very beginning. I don't think that we should continue this negligence
because 27 establishments have a video gambling license.
Mrs. Ogalla stated I think we should work hard to get restrictions in place, if we
opt out we can opt in if the State puts in restrictions.
Mr. Moustis agreed if the State changes the regulations I think we could
reconsider. I think we should vote this month to go in or out.
Motion to Place Resolution to Opt Out of Video Gaming on the April 16, 2015
County Board Agenda
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

V.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS

VI.

NEW BUSINESS
1.

MOVED FORWARD [UNANIMOUS]
Donald A. Moran, Member
Tom Weigel, Member
Moustis, Brooks Jr., Freitag, Fricilone, Gould, Hart, Moran, Ogalla, Weigel
Maher, Bennefield

Discussion Re: Senior Services Center of Will County
(Mary Pat Frye)
Mr. Moustis stated Senior Services is influx and in the process or reorganizing. The
Director has retired. I suggest that we remove this from the agenda until they
have their personnel in place.
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Will County Board
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ABSENT:

April 16, 2015

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Suzanne Hart, District 11 (R - Naperville)
Denise E. Winfrey, District 8 (D - Joliet)
Howard, Ogalla, Moustis, Moran, Rice, Harris, Traynere, Bennefield, Fritz,
Freitag, Gould, Balich, Brooks Jr., Winfrey, Parker, Babich, Wilhelmi, Hart,
Maher, Tuminello, Weigel, Collins, Ferry
Singer, Fricilone, Staley-Ferry

Member Hart stated we had in our meeting last, a lot of you know, that we are
going down to Washington, D.C. next week, a few of us along with the Forest
Preserve and talk with our congressmen and senators about the initiatives in our
agenda, what we are looking for as well with some various agencies. We're
looking forward to this and we had a lot of positive feedback on our last visit,
we're hoping that we'll have the same response.
Next Legislative & Policy Committee Meeting is Scheduled for May 12, 2015 @ 9:00
a.m.
XVIII.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE - R. FREITAG, CHAIR
Member Freitag stated good morning Executive Walsh, County Board members. I don't
have any Resolutions to pass today but I do want to thank everyone that attended the
joint Capital and Finance Committee this past month. I really think we're moving ahead,
the momentum is great and I think that we're all on the same page, both caucus's as well
as moving forward with the new mayor-elect Mr. Bob O'Dekirk and getting some of
these projects, especially the new court house. The new courthouse has already reached
out to me and hopefully we can sit down with them to, again, keep this momentum
going. Thank you.
Next Capital Improvements Committee Meeting is Scheduled for May 5, 2015 @ 11:00
a.m.

XIX.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - J. MOUSTIS, CHAIR
Member Moustis stated good morning Executive Walsh, County Board members. Our
first issue on Committee is #15-102, Ordinance prohibiting video gaming in
unincorporated Will County. I'm going to move for approval, but before we start
Executive Walsh, my understanding is that there's a number of folks that would like to
speak to this issue who may not have signed up in the appropriate time. I do think that
when people have taken the time out of their busy days to come down here to speak, we
should probably allow them to speak, so I'm going to make a motion to suspend the rules
to allow any additional speakers.
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RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ABSENT:
LEFT MEETING:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Jim Moustis, Speaker, District 2 (R - Frankfort)
Charles E. Maher, District 11 (R - Naperville)
Howard, Ogalla, Moustis, Moran, Rice, Harris, Traynere, Bennefield, Fritz,
Freitag, Gould, Balich, Brooks Jr., Parker, Babich, Wilhelmi, Hart, Maher,
Tuminello, Weigel, Collins, Ferry
Singer, Fricilone, Staley-Ferry
Winfrey

Executive Walsh stated let me start with the ones that signed up.
Mr. Darren Pierce stated good morning everybody. I'd first like to publicly
acknowledge Member Moustis and his support. He is my board member and I'd
also like to acknowledge Ms. Linda Arnold and Ms. Sandra Rennie. They started
this off in grass roots level, to get this going. The main issue here...I understand
this is a very hot issue, a very hot potato type of issue. A lot of people don't want
to touch it. They are either for or against it but there's a lot of converging forces
here. First of all, I'd like to say this is in the protection of children. I think what
message are we trying to send to children and young adults, that video gambling is
okay. I've gotten support from my pastor, Father (inaudible) from St. Stephens in
Tinley Park and I've also gotten support from Father (inaudible) at St. Jude, he's
also in Tinley Park. They're against it. They publicly say they're against it. I think
on some level I can understand in the establishments that you have to be 21.
They still don't agree with it, but the rationale behind it, they understand that. In
this situation, obviously, you're exposing children to a 24 hour gambling situation.
I think that sends the wrong message. I also think that in the gaming law, there
should have been some kind of study to look at this. It's been going on for a
couple years almost that they've had the gambling machines in place. I just think
from the moral and spiritual issue, we really have to look inside of ourselves and
say what we want to be. The future of Harlem Avenue, the future of Will County,
and I think you're exposing these kids to machines near high school; the proximity
of I-80. Unfortunately, we had the Lane Bryant murders. I believe that the
proximity to I-80 really sets the stage for crime. Either be it on Harlem Avenue,
near and around this gas station where I do live, it's about 2 1/2 blocks from my
house. I have to say, sometimes, where there's a will, there's a way. I know
sometimes people that have addiction problems, they do things that in the right
mind and sound and everything, they wouldn't do normally. But, an addiction can
pull people into situations and do possibly evil things and I don't want one of
those evil things to meet my children. I want to know that they can go up to a
store and they can be safe. It's going to be a 24 thing and I just think that's scary
in itself when you put these two things together. It's a grenade. This just doesn't
affect Will County and unincorporated Will County, specifically. I think it affects
Cook County and Dupage County, Will County, all together...some of these areas,
those borders converge. Where I live, in Mattson, I believe I've been told they will
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allow these video gambling machines but they don't allow them in a gas station.
There, again, this to me is about safety, the safety of children, and creating a
community that we want to create and the future of Will County. I think that
Harlem Avenue is a major artery. The planning and the execution, the future and
the vision really the vision that we want to have for that area. I know it seems like
there's nothing over there, unincorporated Will County includes a bunch of
farmland, but it's a growing...unfortunately with the economy slowing it down,
but it is growing, eventually it will. I just want to see safety for children. That's
number one and I don't want to see people with children think gambling is okay
and create future addiction problems. That's all I have, thank you, have a
wonderful day. Thank you for hearing me.
Ms. Anita Bedell stated thank you. I'm Executive Director of Illinois Church Action
on Alcohol and Addiction Problems in Springfield. Our organization has lobbied
against the video gambling. Video gambling came into Illinois in 2009. It was
introduced and passed in both the House and Senate in 24 hours. There were a
lot of laws, a lot of mistakes in the bills and I just did a quick check and so far there
are about 122 machines in unincorporated Will County and area residents have
lost almost 5.2 million dollars on those machines. The County only gets 5%, which
just a pittance (inaudible). If you look at some of the other communities that are
within the County, that's another 45.6 million dollars that has been lost; it's
almost 1,000 machines. This is on top of the casinos that are already here, so
that's more than enough opportunity for people to gamble and lose. Some of the
other communities in Illinois that have video gambling are now trying to cut back.
I work in Springfield. They passed an Ordinance about two years ago to have 60%
of the money that comes from establishments, should be from food and beverage
sales because they had too many video gambling parlors coming in. They would
get a liquor license, they might have a little refrigerator with bottles of beer and
wine but their main focus is on gambling. And so the city wanted to put a stop to
it and now they're going to the county, and this is what could happen to Will
County. They might be cut out in some of the cities but they will come to the
county to try to get in. We recently had an auto body shop within the county that
wanted to have video gambling machines. Their auto body sales stopped at 5:00
p.m. so then after that, they wanted to become a bar and gamble parlor. So, they
already have Laundromats, they have all kinds of places that are being established
just so they can have gambling machines. They're not well staffed, there are
compliance checks that are being failed now by gas stations, by video gambling
parlors and bars that have video gambling because they don't have enough staff,
they're not trained, they're letting underage in to gamble and to drink. So this is a
concern. Residents have to lose $1 million dollars for a municipality to get
$50,000. That's a lot of money, so it's not a big source of income but could cause
a lot of problems. Video gambling impacts the entire community whether you
gamble or not. Other businesses will lose money because of the video gambling.
In 2003, after the local elections, many municipalities overturned their bands on
gambling. I know that Will County never took a vote but they overturned their
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Ms. Linda Arnold stated good morning Executive Walsh and County Board
members. Thank you for allowing me to speak before you in regards to the future
of video gambling and unincorporated Will County. I respectfully request that
Board members prohibit video gambling in unincorporated Will County at this
time. Please know that allow video gambling to take place in the unintended
places is a dangerous situation if it's allow to continue. The moral, safety and
health and enjoyment of our properties will be greatly affected. I'd like to point
out a loop hole that has greatly been greatly ignored but now has become abused.
Unincorporated Will County does not allow a gas station to have a special use
permit. Municipalities within Will County do, such as Frankfort, Mokena, New
Lenox. A special use permit is required for gas stations to be built. A drinking
establishment is required to have a special use permit for a liquor license, then the
establishment appears before the Liquor Board, and then after that time, then
they appeared before the Illinois Gaming Board. But the loop hole was a gas
station not needing a special use permit. They go directly to the Illinois Gaming
Board for a license. A liquor license is not required, they are not required to speak
before the Will County Board. They are granted because the Will County Board.
They are granted because the building ordinances in unincorporated Will County
do not require a special use permit. A special use permit requires the Board
members to consider the morals, safety, health and enjoyment of our properties.
I am asking you to please protect your constituents. These items must be
considered due to the fact that this loop hole is starting to become abused. We
respectfully request rules and regulations be written in a specific way to protect
the children, teens and community of unincorporated Will County. The Illinois
Gaming Board has rules to protect the casinos and the docked casinos, 1,000 feet.
A terminal operator can not be within 1,000 feet. 100 feet for a school or a place
of worship. I have yet to find any rules pertaining to video gambling in relation to
a house. A house where children, teens and families live; the children of your
County. Right outside bedroom windows operating 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. At least a drinking establishment has operating hours. If a drinking
establishment loses or has their liquor license suspended, the video gaming,
gambling is suspended. Do to the fact that a liquor license is not connected in a
gas station, why would they be suspended? They're not. Their fined; there are
minimum fines if they're found allowing a minor to gamble but they must admit
that they knew they were gambling. Are business owners taking advantage of the
lenient rules and regulations? Please, take into account what has been
happening. Does the gas station attendant have the training to properly protect
the area? Do they know what to do when a gambling patron snaps? Is there
security at a convenience store like the way state agent is at a casino? The
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Counties work very hard to bring residents in. The high schools are one reason
why property owners or families looking to buy, move into an area. Lincoln Way
North is in District 2, which is a huge unincorporated area, an excellent
school...has been there less than six years, has made it to the top of the list for
high schools in such a short time. I personally know because I have three children
that currently go to Lincoln Way North; our freshman daughter and twin boys that
are seniors that are graduating. They both received 35's on their ACT and one is
their valedictorian and the other is 3rd in his class. If this were about me, I would
have moved. This is not about me. I would like to apologize to the business
owners, the terminal operators and the gamblers. I know this may have upset you
but please be upset about the loop hole in the system causing this mess. I'm a
mama bear, I'm not here just to protect my family. I'm here to protect all the
families; all your children and grandchildren, properties, safety. Please take that
into consideration. Thank you.
Mr. Gary Rennie stated I'm going to write you back a little bit. What everybody's
saying here is how the community feels. I have letters here to back that up. I'm
only going to read one and that's from Mayor Ed Zabrocki of Tinley Park: Dear
Gaming Board, on behalf of the Village of Tinley Park Village Board, I am writing
this letter in support of an amendment to the current truck stop gaming license
requirements of the Illinois Gaming Board. We request an amendment to be
made to the license requirements by adding a truck stop with gaming license be
required to be more than 500 feet from a single family dwelling. The reason we
are asking for this change to the Illinois Gaming licensing regulation, is because of
potential gaming on a site near a single family residential neighborhood in the
Village of Tinley Park at 194th and Harlem, on a property that is unincorporated,
but directly adjacent to Village boundaries. The Village has met with the residents
of the adjacent subdivision who are upset with the development. The Village has
attempted to work with Will County to make revisions to the development to
soften the impact of the project. However, despite our appeals to the County, the
permits have been issued with minor changes. The Village's next step in support
of the residents adjacent to this truck stop is to limit the impact to their
neighborhood by limiting opportunities for gaming on the site. Note, that this is
a semi-fueling facility and is less than 200 feet from residential property. Please
consider adding this amendment to the truck stop license requirements. Thank
you for your support and consideration. Should you have any additional
questions, or require additional information, please feel free to call (inaudible).
Signed Edward J. Zabrocki, Village President. Thank you for taking the time to
hear our voices and once again, we must again emphasize to you, our elected
officials, that our residents need to take this leadership role in making our
residential areas a safe and healthy environment for all residents to enjoy. Thank
you.
Ms. Sandra Rennie stated good morning County members. Thank you for taking
the time to hear our comments this morning and concerns. I'm here today on
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behalf of all our neighborhood community residents of unincorporated Will to
inform you that we have come together as one in full support of a moratorium on
issuing future gaming licenses in our county. Until such a time that regulations
and restrictions can be implemented for the protection of all citizens. Yes, as you
can see, we are very passionate about trying to stop video gambling. Until those
regulations can be provided to protect all of us as tax payers of the state. The key
word here is regulation. In our quest to be proactive, as few weeks ago we
initiated a petition on moveon.org online and we currently have over 100
signatures from residents in our area who are opposing gaming in future gas
stations, truck stops or commercial establishments that are less than 500 feet
from a single dwelling residential neighborhood. Our petition also states that
while we are not opposed to gaming overall, although right now I am just telling
you the truth, I'm changing my mind about this statement, but it is in our petition,
we realize that gaming can be a needed source. However, we do believe there
exists a need to regulate where and how it can be allowed. First, you must
understand that our respective communities represent a cross section of America.
Our residents are made up of young families with small children, teens and
retirees such as me. So please consider the following: If a business owner were to
get a gaming license for a future convenience store, and the store is
approximately four blocks from our Lincoln Way North High School, we would
then ask all of you, will you regulate the how, or who will regulate those
customers who use those gaming machines? We all know that gaming casinos are
in a controlled environment, however, that does not translate to a gas station.
There's no security and there's no I.D. check at a gas station. Therefore, who
would monitor teenagers who are tech-savy, unlike me, and maybe enticed to
play games at a convenience store. Also, as a former high school teacher, and a
grandmother of a 7-year old grandson who loves to play video games on the
computer, I can see first-hand how addicting this can be for our youth.
Historically, as reported in the Daily Herald article of 2013, entitled "The new
gambling machines bypass casino safeguards". In 2012, our state had 61
operating machines and a loss of $90,000 a month to gamblers. Less than a year
later, there are 8,830 machines and gamblers lost $25.5 million dollars, which is
far more than the $17.1 million in gross revenue generated in July from casinos.
With the absence of self-exclusion lists, that addiction counselors see as an issue,
further, as the number of machines grow, the draw starts creating more and more
addicts. Also in 2013, then Governor Quinn approved a program where up to 5
machines can be installed anywhere in Illinois with a liquor license from
restaurants to bars to truck stops and the list goes on. Here, in Will County, gas
stations can have video gaming without liquor licenses. Originally we began this
venture regarding our neighborhood concerns as you've heard. However, we
have now found that this is a far greater issue than we initially anticipated. As
business owners are now manipulating the original intent of the video gaming gap
for the sole purpose of establishing many casinos, if you will. So instead of helping
existing business owners, the many casinos have now become the primary source
of income for new businesses. We also, therefore, recognize it is now a statewide
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issue. Please do not think that this issue may not affect your personal district as
we've heard many personal stories from gaming addicts everywhere, who have
lost their jobs and homes due to gaming addiction. Also, the gas station owner I
spoke about earlier was quoted in the Southtown Joliet Herald, on March, 2015
saying he has six stations and two of them have video gaming. Two of his
customers came up to the Will County Board members and the Executive Board
and said, "It's a nice gathering place.", and that's a quote. Nice gathering
place...really? Do we want this next station to be a destination for gambling?
What about all the safety issues that face residential neighbors. As stated also by
my husband, we had a strong letter of support from our Mayor which has been
already read to you. Lastly, one of our neighbors recently wrote a comment on
our petition website as she said, "This is a quite residential community that
currently enjoys a feeling of safety. The (inaudible) of gaming on our block would
destroy that sense of security. Thank you for taking the time to hear our voices, as
we know that lobby groups and big money are out there to help stop these kinds
of efforts. But, we ask that you remember the families and the children of all
communities as we need our help. The key word here ladies and gentleman is
regulation. Our residents need you to take a leadership role in making our county
and residential areas a safe and healthy environment for all residents to enjoy.
So, please, opt out of future gambling in Illinois until such a time that those
greater safeguards can be developed. Thank you for your time.
Mr. Michael Gelatka stated I would like to thank the Will County Board for the
opportunity to speak today. On behalf of both the Illinois Gaming Machine
Operators Association, and myself as a longtime resident of unincorporated Will.
The Bill as it is worded right now, I believe is a step too far and completely
unnecessary. As is suggested by your legal counsel, the last time I was here, there
are many ways the Board can control the further expansion of video gaming
within unincorporated Will County without eliminating it for future businesses.
Throughout the state, local municipalities are using zoning and the Board's ability
to control to whom, where and what businesses receive liquor licenses. For this
to happen, the Will County Board needs to only cap the number of business
licenses and to make it incumbent upon the liquor license applicants to bring to
the Board a business plan that would be desirable. Through the use of zoning and
the liquor license control, I believe that many of the issues that have been brought
up earlier today, will be able to be controlled by the Board. Just as a quick, kind of
response for the industry itself as far as crime as quoted in the newspaper about
two weeks ago, the head of the Illinois gaming board, Mr. Mark Ostrowski, said
that not a single reported robbery of people inside of a video gaming location in 2
1/2 years and that's because of the safeguards that are built into the law as to
how money is transferred and things like that. As it was discussed, unintended
locations...that would be corrected by zoning changes and liquor license control
by the Board. All of that could be done without getting rid of all future
possibilities. As far as training locations to spot gamblers and underage people,
our association is a founding member of the Illinois (inaudible) Problem Gambling,
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and our association has created and to the state's (inaudible) training which all
liquor servers, or many liquor servers throughout the state, that allows them to
spot problem gambling or problem drinking. To conclude, on more of a personal
level, I believe that my experience and my family's experience is one that's
extremely relevant to this situation. My father, who lives in unincorporated Will
County, as pursued a golf course in unincorporated Will County for a couple of
years. Since that time, that business has gone out of business. The family has lost
the business and the owners have gone bankrupt. Given its geographic proximity
to Indiana, video gaming would not only add to the projects ability to become
profitable, but it would also create an additional entertainment option for that
business in order to draw more customers. It would also provide a nice
opportunity for the County to benefit from non-Illinois residents from coming in
and doing business in the County. These are the kinds of things that given the way
the Bill the is written today, even though it doesn't fall into any category that
seems to be unfit as described by many of the people speaking here today or
questionable. It's not a cafe or anything like that. Even still, under this proposal
would not be possible in a real investment into this struggling business that
frankly is owned by a bank right now, is unlikely moving forward. Thank you for
your time.
Ms. Charlotta Harrington stated as a small business owner and working mother of
five, I would like to feel that state and local ordinances would be in place to
protect the safety of my home and family. Video gambling basically changes the
tide of how businesses are utilized and how they are perceived. This gas station
that's two doors down from my house will no longer just be a quick stop to get
your gas, maybe a loaf of bread and go. It will actually become a destination for
people to sit and gamble. Cars will be parked there, semi-trucks will be parked
there...they'll be looking to sit and gamble. I don't mind semi drivers because I'm
married to one. They idle their trucks, it's what happens. You don't stop a diesel
truck and turn it off, even for half an hour, you leave it going because that's how
they work better. So, my current beef with this is the destination aspect. I don't
think a gas station needs to be a destination. I'd like to thank the County, because
so far you've had our back on a lot of items, and I hope in the interim while
regulations are being put into place, the prohibition is inacted...it's not a forever
thing, it's just until everything gels and gets together. Thank you.
Ms. Kathy Gilroy stated I actually spoke to this Board several years ago when you
were first considering whether to pass an ordinance or not against or for having
video gambling in your County. From the committee meeting, I understand there
are 27 licenses issued in the unincorporated County right now. I would like to
urge you to pass the proposed amendment to your video gaming Chapter 121.
Enough is enough. The previous speaker mentioned having a cap. I consider
having the 27 licenses that you have now, enough. That's a cap. It was also
mentioned about crime, and the speaker following me is going to speak further to
that. Crime doesn't take place at the location. The crime is embezzlements, it's
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theft's, it's forgeries...It's happening other places to provide the money to gamble
and its been talked continuously; we're talking about video gaming, we are talking
about slot machines. These are the same slot machines that are in casinos. Yet,
they don't have the protection that they have in casinos, the 24-hour police
presence, the self-exclusion program. Those things don't apply. Parking lot
patrols, there's children left in cars all the time while parents gamble. Who's
patrolling the parking lot? I heard someone mention, "What are they talking
about truck stops?" Well, there's a new proposal for a gas station, truck stop, they
could have 24-hour slot machines there at a truck stop. That's allowed by the
video gaming act. So, I would like to urge you to pass the amendment that is
before you to prohibit within the geographical boundaries of unincorporated Will
County video gaming terminals. Thank you.
Ms. Melynda Litchfield stated thank you for letting me speak today. I am the
National Victims Advocate for a 501C3 organization called stop predatory
gambling, out of Washington, D.C. I first spoke to you a few weeks ago on behalf
of a group of very concerned citizens and your constituents as you consider the
option of allowing into unincorporated Will County a mini-casino surrounded by a
truck stop. I know many of you heard what I had to say a few weeks ago, but
many of you have not. I will not regurgitate my testimony word for word but I will
summarize a few of my points. Again, I am a registered nurse who literally saved
lives for a living. I worked for 30 years in the Intensive Care Unit and Emergency
Room at a hospital, but I could not save my own from the very crippling effects of
gambling addiction, which I developed over the course of about six months,
primarily on slot machines. The exact kind of video gaming slot machines that you
are considering allowing into this area. I went from a very successful, esteemed,
respected professional to an irresponsible criminal. My life, the quality of my
family's life was profoundly and permanently affected by this crippling, decimating
addiction. It is by the sheer grace of God that I am standing here before you. As I
also previously pointed out, this addiction has the distinction of having the highest
rate of suicide of any addiction. A senator whom I was meeting with, when I
walked into his office and he made the remark, "You don't look like a gambling
addict." And you know what? It was the best thing he could have said to me.
Because I said, "What does one look like?" It looks like me. And it looks like
everyone else that's a gambling addict. Your neighbors...they don't look like
degenerate homeless people on street corners. They are your neighbors, they are
your friends, they are your co-workers, they are your spiritual leaders and your
family. Two weeks ago, I also highlighted the obvious; that casino industry pitches
this in a way that is as simple as it is deceptive. They sell it as an economic
panacea...that cash cow at the end of the rainbow with a few pesky unintended
consequences affecting a very few, and I also told you that could not be farthest
from the truth. You need to be fully aware of those unintended consequences, so
they are intended consequences and they will uninevitably happen. That is of the
exploitation of the most vulnerable, cannibalization of local businesses, increase
of bankruptcy and crime. And, by the way, the proponents do have their ballyhoo
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about no crime at the video gaming places. I just learned of this, which, by the
way, talks about 57 burglaries at these gaming places. So that is not a true
statement. As the person before me also just said, this crime happens away from
the place, it happens in the places of business in the homes. Loss of jobs, family
disintegration often sadly displayed by child neglect or endangerment. And
guaranteed, all of this will happen. It's not a matter of if, it is when. It is very
much an even if you don't play, you pay scenario. Another analogy I said a few
weeks ago; imagine this: If I walk into a bar, any of us walks into a bar and we
have eight drinks, we would become impaired and someone would cut us off
because we might go out there and hurt someone, we might hurt ourselves, God
forbid we might kill someone. So let me ask you again, when a very impaired
mother is drunk on slot machines, or a cherished senior citizen has been sitting at
that slot machine for 5 hours...because that will happen, and needs to go home,
who is going to be the equivalent of that bartender in a largely unattended facility
such as a truck stop. Who will cut that impaired person off who has simply played
the slot machine the way it is designed to be played, the way I played it, to
become addicted and beyond. And, again, the simple answer to that is nobody.
However, since I spoke to you last, something very important has happened which
should weigh very heavily on your decision. That is, on Friday, April 3rd, Governor
Rauner, without warning, suspended all, every penny, of funding to all the
agencies all around Illinois who provide treatment for gambling addicts, gambling
addicted people. All funding was cut off. Every penny was suspended, no further
state money available. So imagine if you will, you the government, any
government, partners with tobacco companies, then promotes cigarette smoking,
then they have no funds available to treat those who inevitably develop lung
cancer. It seems crazy. Does it not? But it will; that's exactly it. There is no
difference. I'm just here to tell you, this addiction is not a hiccup or a kerfuffle in
ones otherwise sane and normal existence. It is decimating and life altering. In
the thralls of this addiction, one sleeps and breathes when they can place the next
bet and burn anything in its path to make that happen; total inmeshment. It
invades and destroys anything meaningful in ones life. GA, Gamblers Anonymous,
which is a wonderful fellowship and I attribute my sobriety, really my life, does not
cut it for a lot of people, especially in the beginning. In this County, there are not
very many chapter's available. Which means there aren't many meetings
available, I checked. They are very few and far between in this area. And, keep in
mind, there's no more funding. They deserve your protection and that will no
longer be available. There is only yet one safety net still in place and that is you,
the people that will vote to continue this ban. How many times have you hear a
lawmaker declare, "If it just saves one life." when considering policy reform. That
same righteous mantra should apply here as you consider overturning the ban. It
will save not only one life, but the potential of ruining hundreds of others by not
overturning this ban. You cannot with prudence have it both ways. You cannot
recklessly proliferate gambling, yet cut off all resources to treat those who would
inevitably ruin their lives. I will also repeat what I said two weeks ago, this is not
who we are. A decent, civilized government does not build nor repair itself on the
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Mr. Len McEnery stated good morning Executive Walsh. Board members. I'm
building a gas convenience store on Harlem Avenue. It appears that everything in
video gaming in Will County was pretty quite until I decided to build over there.
Video gaming laws and the operation has been around for 5 plus years, but it's
just recent that it seems that comes up about this site. But, not to beat that up
too much, just a couple points I'd like to make. I have a couple of locations with
video gaming. People seem to like it, customers like it, it's quite, I don't see the
problems. A couple big factors that I really like are...one is safety. There's people
around all the time. It just shows a presents of people and safety. We do watch
the operation and it does bring money in and that helps. Going back to the safety
part of it, employ our people, pay our people better. I don't make cost cutting
ideas because there is money for that. I think we have a couple of nice operations
with it. I just don't see the problem that some people make it out to be. I did a
little research on it, it looks like there's about 1300 municipalities and about 5,000
locations that have video gaming. And, I don't think anybody that's opted in that
allows it, and any of the cities have opted out. I haven't heard of that. With 5,000
locations, if there's so many problems, how come it seems we don't hear about
that. I'd like to make one comment on the letter from Tinley Park, I don't quite get
that. They have 28 licenses, we border around Tinley Park...maybe they don't
want another location there. Some of those video/poker businesses either are in
the same building as residents or border next to them. But, we hear that, that
shouldn't be allowed, so some of this stuff becomes a little frustrating. I guess I
kind of look at it as in your districts, if your having problems, then you should
probably vote out of it. If it's not, and it's just all about this, then I don't know why
you would vote out of it, it does not seem to be a problem today. So thanks a lot
for your time.
Executive Walsh stated is there anyone else that wishes to speak on gaming that
did not sign up, if you wish to speak? I you want to come forward. Anyone else?
Member Moustis stated I would like to make a couple of quick comments, I'm not
going to go too long here. I oppose video gambling in neighborhoods and that's
exactly what this is. When this was first introduced, I opposed it. I oppose it now.
But it was brought forward to us in the sense that this would be only basically in
bars or certainly age restricted establishments. We decided as a Board, to wait
until we have seen the rules. The Board felt that if the rules were sufficient
protections, then maybe it wouldn't be so bad. There could be nothing further
from that. They basically, the state of Illinois wrote rule that basically says you can
have this anywhere. I would ask this Board to vote no for a number of reasons.
One, there's a total lack of control and oversight in unincorporated Will County.
Will County, Illinois
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heels of creating personal debt, anguish and misery. Will County has a very long
history of protecting its people, not putting them deliberately into harms way.
The families and children of this community deserve that protection and are not
expendable. Thank you.
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Who's overseeing this? I know (inaudible) county agency, nor do they have the
responsibility. I don't think it's the responsibility of the Liquor Commissioner, I
don't think there's responsibility to the Sheriff's Department. And that doesn't
mean that they don't see an obvious violation; that they wouldn't take action. But
there's really not that many rules or oversight. I happen to represent a district
that has a disproportion amount of County liquor licenses. (Inaudible) has 55,000
population, and about 17-18,000 is unincorporated. So I come from a district that
probably as the unincorporated area is really like a large municipality. It all relies
on the County and the representation from people like myself to speak for them.
This overwhelmingly, I believe, is opposed by the residents. I don't know who you
think you represent and I don't want to be condescending here, but sometimes I
can't help myself. It seems to me if you're really representing the people, you
would flat out, straight out say this is a bad idea and we shouldn't allow it. But I
represent other interests and I don't represent this industry, but I don't represent
business people, I don't represent government, I represent the people and what's
in their best interest. So, based on that, and because it's not good for the people,
I would ask you to vote no. I mean, vote yes to eliminate it, but vote no against
video gambling. I know that most of you probably already have your mind made
up and everyone speaking here, I don't want to say it was a waste of your time,
certainly you expressed it, but this is going to come down certain lines. I
understand that. But I want to ask you to really take into consideration what was
said here today. Really look at it and how people are affected. And if government
wants to try to operate it, on the backs of people who are addicted to gambling or
anything else...what does that make us? The only ones that benefit from this,
even these small business folks that get up there and they think, "Well, isn't this
nice."...you know who really benefits? The big gambling interests who could give
a hoot about Will County and the people who live here. They only care about
money, just the money. I don't care about money (inaudible), life goes on. But I
will not victimize or be part of victimizing people's weaknesses. To put it into a
businessman's pocket or to put it into the government coffers, so, please, let's not
let this go any further. Thanks.
Member Maher stated I can't echo my colleagues sentiments more. But one thing
that when these folks got up here and spoke, we have all heard the debate, it's
going to hurt small business and we have to allow businesses to do the kind of
things they need to do in order to make money. When I hear that it takes $1
million dollars of someone's losses for us to get $50,000 in revenue. I don't know
how accurate that is but it's go to be pretty darn close. So when you take a look at
those dollars...a million dollars going to a game, versus cars, bedrooms, furniture,
food, other industries that this million dollars could effect a lot more down the
road versus just a group that made the gambling machines. Those machines are
at a lot of other places. Those folks aren't losing any money. My communities,
Naperville, Bolingbrook and even Plainfield opted out from the beginning. So
these citizens have already talked and so when you come in and say, "What the
impact?", well, we've already seen the impact. The regulations already took a
Will County, Illinois
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Member Howard stated I just have a couple comments on this. In District 1, the
district that I represent, they actually have the race track out there, the Balmoral
race track. Basically that's an industry. There's houses right adjacent to it and
there's subdivisions right adjacent to it. There's also bars, restaurants adjacent to
it that have gaming machines, that type of thing there. That comes down to
looking at a personal choice as far as someone's choice whether they drive past
the race track or they actually stop at the race track. Just a real quick story...when
I was a kid I actually lost $40.00 at a carnival and I'm still mad about that $40.00.
So I'm really not an individual that the gaming industry would rely on as providing
any revenue but the point that I'm trying to make is that basically in those
communities built around the gaming industry, literally. There are businesses
built around the gaming industries. When you get to the race track for instance,
you have the agricultural community around that area whether it's a horse farm
or horses, you also have equipment, dealers that sell hay equipment, there's a hay
market out there...it actually feeds itself. The other problem that we have over
there in district one over there is we have to compete with Indiana too. I know
Governor Rauner has mentioned Route 1 corridor as far as developing down that
corridor, so, I mean, we have to be careful about what we actually do because
basically there's a mass migration of people from Illinois to Indiana on a daily level
that actually pass through our area and if it was a gas station, and there was a
machine in there, and I don't see any problem with an Indiana resident making
contributions to the state of Illinois at this point in time to help alleviate our
problems. Again, you have to be careful here because it's personal choice. It's
individual's rights and freedoms to choose what they so choose to do. I actually
buy a $100 pair of shoes maximum. I don't buy a $1,000 pair of shoes. That's my
choice. If I can't afford it, I don't do it. Also, too, I like a Shamrock Shake from
McDonald's but my doctor says that's not really a good thing for you and I have to
agree with him, but I don't count on my government to tell McDonald's that they
need to build these things far enough away from me that I can actually walk to
McDonald's and get a Shamrock Shake. That's the truth of the matter. So, that's
something we need to look at. And I believe that the majority of the speakers are
respected and I respect them, but the message was clear. They're against all
gaming; all gambling. In the meantime, are they going to knock on a church door
that does a Las Vegas thing? That's where we're at, at this point in time. So we
have to be very, very careful about that and we can't tread upon an individual's
freedom at this point in time, I believe. That's all I have to say, thank you.
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year to write. We sat back on our honches and didn't do anything at that point
and now we've seen the problems that have gone on and its affected not only
people around us, but people that are close to us. So, I am going to be voting yes
for this and want to see that we curtail any further growth of this in our County.
It's already here. Businesses are already established, anybody that already
wanted to get this done, that was already doing this on the side, has already taken
place. So, I'm going to be a yes vote.
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Member Brooks stated in retrospect I will go before Member Howard. I would
just like to say that my district, behind District 2, is the second largest (inaudible)
and normally when it comes to those things Executive Walsh, I do have some
moral issues attached. So I told my caucus this morning that I would be
abstaining, however, I just want all of you all to know that I changed my mind and
I will not be supporting this resolution and I will be voting a yes. Thank you very
much. For clarification a yes means no.
15-102 Ordinance Prohibiting Video Gaming in Unincorporated Will County
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:
LEFT MEETING:

2.

15-103 Directing the Will County Public Building Commission to Fund Additional
Civil Engineering Services by H R Green, Inc. for Sewer and Water Utilities to
County – Owned Property South of Laraway Road and East of Illinois State Route
52
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ABSENT:
LEFT MEETING:

3.

Will County, Illinois

APPROVED [13 TO 9]
Jim Moustis, Speaker, District 2 (R - Frankfort)
Charles E. Maher, District 11 (R - Naperville)
Ogalla, Moustis, Harris, Bennefield, Fritz, Freitag, Balich, Brooks Jr., Parker,
Hart, Maher, Tuminello, Weigel
Howard, Moran, Rice, Traynere, Gould, Babich, Wilhelmi, Collins, Ferry
Singer, Fricilone, Staley-Ferry
Winfrey

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Jim Moustis, Speaker, District 2 (R - Frankfort)
Charles E. Maher, District 11 (R - Naperville)
Howard, Ogalla, Moustis, Moran, Rice, Harris, Traynere, Bennefield, Fritz,
Freitag, Gould, Balich, Brooks Jr., Parker, Babich, Wilhelmi, Hart, Maher,
Tuminello, Weigel, Collins, Ferry
Singer, Fricilone, Staley-Ferry
Winfrey

15-104 Authorizing the County Executive to Sign a Letter of Intent to Participate
in the DuPage River Feasibility Study
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