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FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, November 5, 2014 
 

17540 W. Laraway Road 
Joliet, IL  60433 

 

 8:30 AM 
 

AGENDA 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

C. ROLL CALL 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Minutes of October 1, 2014 

E. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Award of Contract for Sand Ridge Savanna Preserve Phase 3 Restoration 

2. Award of Contract for Emerald Ash Borer Tree Removal for 2015 

3. Award of Contract for Tree Planting at Various Preserves 

4. Award of Professional Services Contract for Isle a la Cache Museum Longhouse 
Design and Development 

5. Permission to Re-bid The Citizen Newsletter 

F. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Approval of Resolution No. 14-31, Authorizing a Deed Restriction/Covenant on a 
Portion of Hadley Valley Preserve 

2. Approval of Resolution No. 14-32, Authorizing Extended Managment Agreement with 
OpenlandsOMMA Projects 

3. Approval of  IAPD Credentials Certificate 

G. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

1. Discussion regarding Workers' Compensation Cases 

H. REPORTS 
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FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, October 1, 2014 
 

17540 W. Laraway Road 
Joliet, IL  60433 

 

 8:30 AM 
 

MINUTES 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting was called to order at 8:35 AM by Chair Suzanne Hart 

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

C. ROLL CALL 
 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
Robert Howard District 1 (D - Beecher) Absent  
Judy Ogalla Ex-Officio Present  
Stephen M. Wilhelmi Ex-Officio Absent  
Walter G. Adamic District 9 (D - Joliet) Absent  
Kenneth E. Harris District 4 (D - Bolingbrook) Present  
Donald Gould Ex-Officio Present  
Joseph M. Babich Ex-Officio Absent  
Mark Ferry District 13 (D - Plainfield) Absent  
Ragan Freitag District 6 (R - Wilmington) Present  
Mike Fricilone District 7 (R - Homer Glen) Present  
Suzanne Hart Chair Present  
Charles E. Maher District 11 (R - Naperville) Absent  
Donald A. Moran District 3 (D - Romeoville) Present  
Jim Moustis District 2 (R - Frankfort) Present  
Denise E. Winfrey Vice Chair Present  
Darren Bennefield Member Present  
Marcy DeMauro Executive Director Present  
John Gerl Director of Admin and Finance Present  
Ralph Schultz Director of Planning & Operations Present  
Laura Kiran Supt. of Public Affairs Present  
Lynn Kurczewski Supt. of Public Programs Present  
Richard Kavanagh Attorney Present  
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Sue Belpadio Will County Trailriders Present  

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Minutes of September 3, 2014 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ragan Freitag, District 6 (R - Wilmington) 
SECONDER: Donald Gould, Ex-Officio 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

E. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Award of Contract to Homer Tree Care Inc. of Lockport, Illinois, in the Amount of 
$100,000.00 for Emerald Ash Borer Tree Removal for 2014 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners 
MOVER: Donald Gould, Ex-Officio 
SECONDER: Mike Fricilone, District 7 (R - Homer Glen) 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

2. Award of Contract to Hicksgas, LLC of Braidwood, Illinois, in the Amount of 
$33,980.00 for the Supply of Propane 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners 
MOVER: Denise E. Winfrey, Vice Chair 
SECONDER: Mike Fricilone, District 7 (R - Homer Glen) 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

3. Award of Contract to Homer Environmental LLC of Lockport, Illinois, in the Amount of 
$164,970.00 for Prairie Overseeding and Maintenance Prairie Bluff Preserve 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners 
MOVER: Denise E. Winfrey, Vice Chair 
SECONDER: Mike Fricilone, District 7 (R - Homer Glen) 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

4. Award of Contract to Quantum Marketing of Lemont, Illinois, in the Amount of 
$71,853.00 for Printing and Delivery of The Citizen Newsletter 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners 
MOVER: Denise E. Winfrey, Vice Chair 
SECONDER: Kenneth E. Harris, District 4 (D - Bolingbrook) 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

3. Award of Contract Frank Burla & Sons Builders of Channahon, Illinois, in the 
Amount of $98,646.50 for Lambs Woods Improvements 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners 
MOVER: Donald Gould, Ex-Officio 
SECONDER: Kenneth E. Harris, District 4 (D - Bolingbrook) 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

5. Permission to Reject All Bids and Authorization to Re-bid Braidwood Dunes and 
Savanna Follow Up Weed 

Mr. Fricilone disagreed with staff recommendation and recommended approval to 
accept the bid of Homer Environmental in the amount of $64,000.00. 
 
Mr. Balich concurred with Mr. Fricilone. 
 
Ms. DeMauro stated that the District received seven bids (ranging from $64,000.00 
to $227,981.25) for the project.  The lowest bidder only provided the sum total  for 
their bid (no unit or line item costs) and the next lowest bidder did not check the box 
indicating that they received the project addendum.   
 
Staff recommended rejecting all bids received due to the bid irregularities and re-bid 
the project.   
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Ms. DeMauro stated that it is a matter of fairness to the other bidders that 
everything was filled out properly in the bid Proposal Form.   
 
With respect to award of contract for propane, Mr. Fricilone stated that the 
Committee just awarded a contract to a bidder that did not include a bid bond.   
 
Ms. DeMauro stated that the bidder for the propane contract was the only bidder. 
 
Mr. Fricilone stated that the bidder still did not follow the bid specifications.   
 
Mr. Fricilone stated that he did not see how the bid for the follow-up weed control 
was any different.  There were no alternates involved.  It is a good price.   "Are we 
going to get any better bids now if the project is re-bid?"   
 
Ms. DeMauro stated that it is not guaranteed. 
 
Ms. DeMauro stated that the other bidders may come down now that they see the 
numbers.   
 
Mrs. Winfrey asked if there were other concerns besides fairness to the other 
bidders. 
 
DeMauro stated that there was an addendum that was issued that made a pre-bid 
meeting a requirement.  Some of the bidders did not receive the addendum.  
DeMauro stated that staff wanted to ensure all contractors have an accurate 
understanding of the project scope. 
 
Mr. Fricilone asked if the low bidder acknowledged receipt of the addendum.   
 
Ms. DeMauro stated that the low bidder did receive the addendum. 
 
Attorney Kavanagh stated that it is up to the bidder to check the box on the Proposal 
Form.  Attorney Kavanagh stated that he had no problem with awarding the bid to 
Homer Environmental as long as the District is comfortable with Homer 
Environmental and they have an understanding of the project scope.  

RESULT: REJECTED STAFF RECOMMENDATION  [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners 
MOVER: Mike Fricilone, District 7 (R - Homer Glen) 
SECONDER: Jim Moustis, District 2 (R - Frankfort) 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

6. Motion to Award Contract to Homer Environmental, LLC in the amount of $64,000.00 
for Braidwood Dunes and Savanna Nature Preserve Follow-up Weed Control (Year 3) 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Mike Fricilone, District 7 (R - Homer Glen) 
SECONDER: Jim Moustis, District 2 (R - Frankfort) 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

F. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Permission to Bid Sand Ridge Savanna Nature Preserve Phase 3 Restoration 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners 
MOVER: Denise E. Winfrey, Vice Chair 
SECONDER: Mike Fricilone, District 7 (R - Homer Glen) 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

2. Permission to Bid Emerald Ash Borer Tree Removal for 2015 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners 
MOVER: Kenneth E. Harris, District 4 (D - Bolingbrook) 
SECONDER: Darren Bennefield, Member 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

3. Permission to Seek Professional Services Proposals for Kankakee Sands Preserve 
Hydrologic Restoration 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
TO: Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners 
MOVER: Darren Bennefield, Member 
SECONDER: Mike Fricilone, District 7 (R - Homer Glen) 
AYES: Ogalla, Harris, Gould, Freitag, Fricilone, Hart, Moran, Moustis, Winfrey, 

Bennefield 
ABSENT: Howard, Wilhelmi, Adamic, Babich, Ferry, Maher 

G. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

H. REPORTS 

1. Monthly Program Calendar 

2. Social Media and Social Networking Administrative Guidelines 

The most recent update includes the following clarifying statement: 
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1. "In the course of regular site management of social media/networking sites 
established on the District's behalf,  the Digital Communications Manager (DCM) 
may view public posts or comments on the District's sites which  indicate that 
there maybe some violation of the District's General Use Regulation Ordinance No. 
124 by a  member or members of the public.  The proper protocol in those cases is 
for the DCM to notify the District's  Police Department for any possible follow-
up or investigation." 
 
2. "An important initiative in the District's Integrated Marketing Plan is to identify 
high-quality, relevant external  Web sites to contribute content to general referral 
Web site traffic.  The DCM or designee regularly contributes  content and 
information about District programs and services to external organizations for 
posting on their Web  sites.  Additionally, those organizations may expand 
District information to their own social media and  networking accounts.  In an 
effort to ensure that District information is accurate and up-to-date, the DCM or 
 designee will periodically check the District's information on those external Web 
and social media/networking  sites."     

3. Timeline Extension for Award of Contract for Professional Services Contract for 
Redevelopment of the ICM Longhouse 

4. Thorn Creek Woods Management Commission Minutes 

5. Next Meeting Date - Wednesday, November 5, 2014 at 9:00 AM at the Sugar Creek 
Administration Center 

I. COMMENTS BY PUBLIC 
None 

J. COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS 
None 

K. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Moran moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 AM; seconded by Mr. Moustis.  Motion 
carried. 
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17540 W. Laraway Road / Joliet, IL 60433  
815.727.8700 / fax 815.722.3608  

ReconnectWithNature.org  
 
 

DONALD GOULD , President  

JOSEPH M. BABICH, Vice President  

JUDY OGALLA , Secretary  

STEPHEN M. WILHELMI , Treasurer  

MARCELLA M. DEMAURO , Executive Director  

 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: MEMBERS OF THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OPERATIONS 

COMMITTEE ALL OFFICERS OF THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF 
WILL COUNTY 

 
FROM: Marcella M. DeMauro, Executive Director 
 
DATE: October 29, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Award of Contract in the Amount of $67,671.00 to Conservation Land 

Stewardship Inc., of Elmhurst Illinois, for Phase 3 Restoration at Sand Ridge 
Savanna Nature Preserve 

 
Background 
 
Natural area restoration activities at Sand Ridge Savanna Preserve were initiated in 2012.  Phase 
1 involved the initial thinning of woody vegetation in the prairie portions of the nature preserve 
and in the western portion of the preserve.  Phase 2 is ongoing and consists of invasive species 
treatments that began in 2013 and will continue through 2015.   
 
The next phase in the restoration process is to restore the original savanna structure.  This will be 
completed by thinning additional trees and shrubs in a portion of the nature preserve to open the 
tree canopy and allow grasses and forbs to re-establish.  Restoring this structure will help create 
habitat for a variety of rare species that depend on this important natural community type. 
 
On October 17, 2014, the District received five (5) bids for the Phase 3 Restoration at Sand 
Ridge Savanna Nature Preserve (results attached).  The low bid of $67,671.00 was submitted by 
Conservation Land Stewardship, Inc.  This amount includes the base bid plus all alternates 
allowing additional tree and shrub removal.   
 
Funding for this project is available in the Capital Improvement Program.   
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends awarding a contract in the amount of $67,671.00 to Conservation Land 
Stewardship of Elmhurst, Illinois, for Phase 3 restoration at Sand Ridge Savanna Nature Preserve 
Restoration. 
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If you have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1 - NOV14 - MAP - AOC SRP Phase 3 Restoration (PDF) 
Attachment 2 - NOV14 - Bid History -  AOC SRP Phase 3 Restoration (DOCX) 
Attachment 3 - NOV14 - Bid Tabulation Chart - AOC SRP Phase 3 Restoration (XLSX) 
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