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Airport Master Plan 

IDOT has completed the Airport Mast Plan (AMP) for FAA review and approval.  The AMP is required to 
define technical studies that are used in preparing the EIS and informing the ROD.  There are essentially 
9 chapters that are part of the AMP.  IDOT has completed and the FAA has accepted 5 of the 9 chapters 
including the Existing Conditions Report, Aviation Forecasts, Facility Requirements Report, Alternatives 
Development and Evaluation Report, and the Environmental Considerations Report.  IDOT has 
submitted 2 additional reports and are responding to FAA comments to complete them.  These include 
the Airport Access Plan and the Airport Layout Plan/Airport Plans report.  The last 2 chapters have been 
revised and resubmitted and are awaiting FAA acceptance.  Both were resubmitted in December 2013.  
This includes the Facilities Implementation Plan and the Financial Feasibility Report.  Additional 
environmental reports that are part of the AMP include the Wetland Report, which has been accepted 
by the FAA.  The Wetlands report has also received IDNR concurrence and Army Corps of Engineers 
approval and jurisdictional determination.  The Floodplain Modeling has been accepted by the FAA.  
Finally, the Archaeological report currently is in the field survey phase.  The AMP will also be informed 
by the Airspace Study that the FAA is currently conducting (see above). 

 

Land Acquisition 

After a busy few months of 
acquisitions, IDOT now owns 
almost 62% of the inaugural 
footprint for the airport leaving 
just over 2,200 acres needing to 
be purchased.  So far in calendar 
year 2014 over 555 acres from 
15 parcels have been purchased, 
all since the middle of March.  Of 
course, the most notable 
purchase was that of Bult Field 
and the surrounding parcels. The 
map to the right illustrates the 
parcels that are needed to 
complete the acquisition for the 
inaugural footprint in green.  The 
red parcels are currently owned by the State. 

P3 Update    

IDOT has hired a P3 advisor to look at the options for building the airport once the Tier II ROD is 
complete and the land has been purchased.  CH2M Hill has been providing support for the South 
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Suburban Airport P3 approach and has assisted IDOT in preparing an RFI for innovative project delivery.  
The purpose of the RFI is to obtain valuable information from experienced industry participants to 
advise the agency on the best structure for a commercially viable P3 procurement.  This important step 
will provide the State a business and airport development plan that can support a P3 delivery model.  
Once the information is received and analyzed, IDOT can begin preparing the schedule for the P3 
procurement that will be consistent with both the FAA technical studies and land acquisition timelines. 

Bult Field 

Now that IDOT has successfully acquired Bult Field, it is operating a general aviation facility on part of 
the site of the South Suburban Airport.  Through the land management contract with Hanson 
Engineering, IDOT is using Hanson and a small contingent of Division of Aeronautics staff to operate and 
maintain the airport.  Revenues generated from the facility will be deposited into the Tax Recovery Fund 
to make payments to Will County for the loss of property tax revenue related to the properties acquired. 

Recommendation: Will County should work with the State on a marketing strategy to increase the use 
of the new South Suburban Airport General Aviation facility.  By providing corporate aviation services 
and access to businesses that are headquartered or considering moving operations to the area, there is 
an opportunity to expand opportunities for business and manufacturing relocations. 
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